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obtiilned. We now discovered that tlie snow on the face of tlie

cliffs, presented an Jip])e;ii;ince both iiovel and interesiinjr, being

apparently stained, or covered, by .s»nne substance v^hich gave it

a deep crimson colour. Many conjectures were fornied concern-

ing the cause o*' tliis appearance. It was at once determined that

it coulil not arise from the dung of birds, as thousands of these, of

various descriptions, were seen repeatedly sitting on the ice, and
on the snow, but without producing any such ellect.

At two P. M. it fell nearly calm, and I sent a boat with Mr
Ross, Mr Beverley, and a party, to bring off some of the snow,

ami to make their remarks on the circumstances attending it:

also to procure specimens of the animal, vegetalilc, and mineral

kingdoms, and to ascertain if tliis part of the country was iiilia-

bited : tiie boat arrived at the shore, nearly at low water, and
found the tiile had fillen nine feet. The party remained two
hours on shore, and found the cliffs accessible at the spot where

thev landed, but they did n.')t get to the top, being recalled iu

consequence of a breeze wliich spr.ung up. ihey >vere equally

unsuccessful in meeting with natives, or their habitations, as in

procuring specimens of the black fox, many of which they saw
juul fired at, but without effect. They found the snow was pene-
trated even down to the rock by the colouring matter— a ileptli

often or twelve feet, and that it had the appearance of being a

long time in that state. We examined the snow by a microscope,

magnifying a hundred and ten times ; and the substance appeared

to consist of particles resembling a very minute round s.-'cd,

which was of the same size, and deep red colour : on some of the

particles a small dark speck was also seen. It was the general

opinion of the oflicers, that it must be vegetable, and tliis opinion

.seemed to gain strengtli, by the nature of the places where it was

found. These were the sides of the hills, about six hundred feet

high, the tops of which were covered with vegetation of a yel-

lowish-green and reddish-brown colours. The extent of these

cliffs were al)f)ut eight miles ; behind tliem at a considerable dis-

tance, high mountains «ere seen, but the snow which covered

these was not coloured

In the evening, I cuised some of the snow to be dissolved and
bottled, when the water had the appearance of muddy port vine.

In a few hours it deposited a sediment, which was examined by
the microscope: some of it was bruised, and found to be com-
posed wholly of red matter: when ap|)lied to paper, it j)rodiiced

a colour resembling that of Indian red. I)r W'ollaston seems to

concur in that which we orisinally held, of its being a vegetable

substance, produced on the mountain immediately above it. It

cannot be a marine prodiu'tion, as in several places we saw it at

least" six miles from the sea, but always on the face or near the

foot of a mountain.

'A'hatover n.y own notions respecting tlie real nature of the

epace passed over in th'j foregoing run, from Cape Saumarez to


