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very cxpenfive in the publication, and certainly no ornament td

the volume—were written by the Prefident's friends, and have

been publifhed folely out of compliment to him ; and though

the fending Mr. Nairnc, who had taken a decided part in the

controverfy about condu«Slors, at all to Heckingham was an

imprudent^ and the fending him nsfecond to Dr. Hlagden, was

an improper ftep, we are willing to attribute them both to thofe

little partialities infeparable, perhaps, from the condition of hu-

man nature, and which we fhould evendifdainto remark in one

who did not plume himfelf fo much on difdaining jobs. We
allow then that our finances have been well managed (not bet-

ter managed than they were by Sir John Pringle) we grant our

Prefident the praife of being attentive in his attendance and fe-

licitous to do us good (not more attentive, nor more folicitous

than Sir J. Pringle was)—But what then ? We have not

written thus far to dillemble what we think. Sir Jof. fianks

mght make a very good Clerk, a very good Attorney, or even

a very good Treafurer to the Society j but the man who is to

fill the place of Prefident, fhorld be fomething more. As
to the procuring more papers, better papers than other Pre-

fidents have done, though poffibly fome flight praife is to be

beftowed upon the hofpitality that has aimed at this (God for-

bid that we fhould ferioufly detrad from this hofpitality any
more than from the hve of fcience, or any other praife-worthy

quality the Prefident may poflefs) ; nobody will tell us that

it is owing folely to this hofpitality. Surely the papers of

MefT. Cavendifh, Kirwan, and Herfchell ; of Dr. Mafkelyne,

Dr. Hutton, and Mr. Wales j of Mr. Vince, Dr. Waring,
Mr. Hunter, and Mr. Maferes j (and take thefe away, what fo

great remains ?) would have been produced, though there had
been no breakfafls in Soho Square, and thoufrh it had not been

known that Sir Jofeph Banks wifhed the Society fhould have
many papers. And who knows, after all, (we fpeak upon
more than conjecture) how many papers have been ftifled. and
how manyyi/^yf<f7j of fcience have been difcouraged, by the fame
caprice and love of dominion, which has dictated fo many
ether innovations. One thing we know, that to afFeft a high
contempt for fome very good foreign papers (vifible in the cafes

of Abbe Fontana and Dr. Ingenhouz) and to make himfelf the

tribunal by which all papers are to be judged, before they are

offered to the tribunal ot the Society, is not the way, cannot
be the way, to procure many papers. But once more, it is

for higher objedis we contend, and of delinquency in higher
objects we accufe. The Royal Society was a Society ; we do
not wifh to fee it z, monarchy ; it did conduct itfejf according
to the rules of juftice and equity ; we defire it may not violate

thofe rules ; its principles were^ that the firfl diflindtion of
Qicn is virtue, and the fecond learning j we cannot bear that
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