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This work being finiflied, his excellency fcfnt

out two detachments to take pofTcflion ofSt.

Foix and Lcrette, which two pofts fecured eleven

parifhes in the vicinity of Quebec, and from

thence, in cafe of necelTity, the garrifon could be

fupplied with wood and other neceffaries of life,

during the winter ^.

The continual labour and fatigue of this bufi-

dTa'th7&c. "'"'^^ ^^ fecure and to provide for themfelves, add-

ed to the inclemency of the feafon ; the conftant

living upon fait provifions, without any vegetables,

and the frozen region carried off a great many
brave foldiers, by the fcurvy and other diforders :

fo that a thoufand were dead before the end of

April, and 2000 more were difabled and rendered

unfit for fervice : the fcurvy in particular getting

the better of every precaution of the officer, and

every remedy of the furgeon.

The Chevalier de Levi, who commanded the

French cantoned in the neighbourhood of Mon-
treal, ftill added to their misfortunes, by continual

alarms on their pofts, though they alvays tended

to the honour of Old England ; and by the pre-

parations that were known to be in agitation to

attack the city in the very depth of winter. I^his

attempt was intended for execution in February.

In purfuance of that fcheme they made all the

neceffary preparations : rackets, or fnow-jQioes,

were dillributed to the foldiciy -, and great num-
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' All lower Canada, from the Point au Tremble, was re-

duced and took the oaths of fidelity to the King.
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