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.•lie laid to have avowed to ours, before flic lailed, that they were

inllruded to obtain thefe men by force if tliey were not given

up. Our own «)lficcr after having refolved to defend his fliip,

ought to have nailed his flag to the mart, and to have funk his

adverfary, or to have gone down himfelf with his flag undiflion-

oured. It is the difgracc which this condudl feems to fix

upon us, which makes us feel fo pungcntly.

Had Capt. Barron vindicated our national honour as he ought

to have done, we fhould have feen this affair in a very different

liglit. We fhould have acknowledged that we were wrong in the

principle of enli/Iing their feamen, but we might have added, that no

nation fhall ihfult our flag with impunity : we need not indeed

liave fa'id this ; the faft would fpcak a plainer language.

After the colours of the United States fliip had been ftruck^

the Britifh officers proceeded to fearch for their deferters.

The refult of this fearch was tliis :—they found Jcnkin Rat-

ford, one of the feamen demanded—and John Strachan, Daniel

Martin, and William AVare, three other deferters, whom they did

not fufpeft liad been enliUcd ; who were not contained in the or-

dcr of Admiral Berkeley, but who are admitted by our Govern'

merit to have been deferters from tlie Britifh frigate Melampus.

Thefe men were no more the caufe of the attack, than if the

Britifli had found an anchor on board, which had been JliJen from

their fljip, but which they could never exfefl to find on board one

of our publiek fliips. They alfo found twelve other Britifli fea-

men, who not being deferters, they fuffered to remain. It

turned out therefore, that there were on board the Chefapeake,

when flie was at Wafliington, five Britifli deferters from the Hali-

fax, three deferters from the Melampus, and twelve other Britifli

li.anien.

The Britifli officers took away the fing/e feaman whom they

found of thofe demanded, and the three other deferters from tlic

Melampus, whom they were not ordered to take, becaule they were

not known to have been on board.

The aftonifhment and indignation of every American was excited

foon after, by the Prelident's declaration, " tliat tht- feamen de-

manded had been previoufly afcertained to be native ctlizcns of the
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