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where, after having fed on the remains of those who had suffered punish-

ment, they had taken on tlieir shape. The tenants of a place so sinister

and so dreaded could not be removed without great danger. The learned

themselves did not attempt to destroy so many absurdities, for in their

works they sometimes represent mandrakes which resembled men and
women, for there were some of both sexes. They possessed die s.ime

power as the enchanted philtres of Circe, to which Pliny and Diosco-

ndes had given tl. ; name.

A charming little plant, all covered with hairs, which abounds on the

slopes of Mount Ida, the dictamnus of Crete, was formerly considered

the most marvelous vul-

nerary that nature ever

presented to man. The

gods themselves had re-

vealed its omnipotence to

him, and animals instinct-

ively made use of it. It

was with this dictamnus

that Venus dressed the

wounds of /Eneas. Aris-
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the wound. Half a century ago, who would have dared to deny such a

wonderful property, when at that time a noble work on Greece contained

a long chapter on the virtues of the divine vulnerary, and when, in ad-

dition to this, the reader might see an engraving representing a goat

pierced with arrows and browsing upon the salutary herb? In this

way, unfortunately, did the authority of the learned retard and fetter the

progress of truth.

However simple the cause of eclipses may be, now that it is known

—

and known causes are always so simple, that one asks why they were

never known before—however easy this explanation appears, for a long

time the human race was astonished at the passing absence of the sun's

light during the day ; for a long time it felt full of fear and disquietude


