
Canadian A,/nailture.

sound of the sloif^h-boUs in the open thoroughfares adds to the exhilnratini:;

st'iiso iinxlucod iiy tlio luiiv hraciii^ ;itiii('S|ihi'ri'. Snow a< ronlin^'ly hriii<;s

witli it no siK'h ideas ol" disconitort as are associaifd with it in Knijland,

wliilc h\ the iarnier it is haik'd as altoi^otlier henelioiah In the Provinee of

Qnebeo tlie simw he^ins to lie early in Nnveiiihcr ; in Ontario it is I'lilly a
month later; and it diflers ('iirres|toiidin,::!y at varions localities throu<ihont

the Dominion. lUit everj'where the apiiearaiu'e of the snow is liailed a8

.seasonable and henelieial. It prnteets the whi'at sown in autumn from the

frost, alTords ficilities to the tanner lor lirinjiiii': hi;i produci' to inaiket, aids

the lumberer in coUeotin;: the fruits of his hihour in the forest at suitable

]ioints for transport by water with the sprinj:; freshets, and so contriltules

alike to business and pleasure.
" -January and February are the Coldest moiiths of the year. ']'hroujj;hout

the whole of (".uiada steady slei^^hini; is reckoned upon diirini:; those montlis.

In Qufbee and Manitoba a longer period (if slci^hiirj; can be relied njion. In

Nova Scotia, New IJrunswick, ami I'rince I'ldward Island, and also the Pacific

coasts, the temperature is modified both in summer and winter accordinj^ to

vicinity to the sea. Abrupt chanues of temiierature occur both in summer
and in winter. A jxritidof tireat cold early in the month of .binuary is so fre-

quently followed by a complete change, that its jieritHlieity is reckoiad upon
under the name of the January thaw. Snow limdly disappeiu\s in Quebec
about the ndddle of April. In (hitario it is j^enerally ^one a month earlier.

" riouj^hin:; usually ctnumences in Ont.irio abo\it the middle of Ajiril, and
in favourable seasons is prolonged into the month of IKcember. Hut
throughout the Doniiiuon, stret<'hin<4 as it does across the continent, and
cmbracine; an area nearly eipial in size to Kuroix', the [)eriod varies with the

locality, and is atfected by the vicinity of tlie great lakes or other local

inllueiices. ("attle are turned out to ura/.e in April, leedin^ in part upon the

tender shoots of the sjirinii forest growth, luitil the appearance of the young
]iasture with the disappearance of tlie snow. Before the end of July harvest

begins; and witli the rajiidity of 'growth under the warm Canadian skies, the

hay, urain, ami root-crofis follow in swift succi ssion ; the cleared land is

broU'_dii again under the plough, and the autunm .sowing of wheat is carried

on till another abrujit change brings the season to a dose. In this way the

Canadian climate is marked by ttie striking contrast of two seasons—summer
and winter,—bringing with them alternations of fruitful lal»our and of reiH)se,

intermingled with protitalile industry and pleasure. This characteristic

prevails with slight variations throughout the greater part of the Dominion.
. . . Winter begins with crisp clear weather, whiidi grows increasingly cold

and iloudy. The wind wheels to the north-east, and with it comes the snow,
and the long steady winter of the Canadian year."

The general ch.aracter of the climate in Eastern Canada may
be still further indicated by the following tables, containing a

summary of the weather statistics for the year lb82 at four

stations, in as many separate j)rovinces. These tables are

made up from the ' Report of the Meteorological Service of the

Dominion of Canada for tlie year ending December 31, 1882,'

which was published last year.

It is to be regretted that, although this is the twelfth annual

report, it contains no summary of the results of the eleven

preceding years' observations, which would undoubtedly have

enhanced the value of the publication, besides affording useful


