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•' Police Office, Monday Morning.—This moininw, H»^nry Prtston. committed

i for attempting to rob ihe Norihern Mail, was broun'ht up befoie the silting Magis-

trates! when the Hiijh Sheriff of Orange County uppeareo and demanded llie priso'!-

cr, «<hose real nnmo was Henry GibriPv, as a fugi'ive from jusiice!

He statf'd that the prisoner was to have heeii tried for Grand Larceny, and was

lodfjfd in the Mouse of Detention, at Newburgh, on Thursday, under care of two

persons—that in the course of the niorht he triei! to tlnde ihf? vigilunce of hia keep-

ffs, escaped from confinement, and crossed the river on the ice, and liad got down
as far aa Pet-kskill, where he snys he attompted to get on the top of the stage, that he

might gft int> New York as soon as poshibb-."

By order of the Judges, the prisoner wns delivered over to the Sheriff of Orango
County, to be recognized there tor his trial fnr the offence with which he was or gi-

nallv chartred. at the Uf.xt General Session «[ the bupreme Court But before the

lime canif round, he had, as nn m-ist former occasions, contrived to make his escape,

and directed his courj^e towards upper Canada !

Of the pMrticu'ar manner of his escape, and his adventures on his way through to

Canada, we can state nothing with certainty; but like all his previous movements,
we may liazard tue cor^jeclu^e, that they were such as would do the usual honour to

liis wretrh' d profession, let, with nil his tact, he could not always escape the bands

o*' jusiicf; find h<^nce hi-> cnnrse is not nufreijuently interrupted, and his progress

impeded by tii? misfortunes of the prison. It is owing to this circumstance that we
are onabled to kee:> pace with him in Upper Canada, where we find him confined in

Ihe Jail <>f Toronto, under the charge of burglary.

For this inf)rtnation, the wrifr is indebted lo his brother, Mr. AUGUSTUS Rates,
residing in Upper Canada, from his letter, dated 4th August, 1835, we make the fol-

lowing e:itract. which will point out the circumstances which have guided us in

endeavoring to follow up the hisiory of the Mystkrious Stranger to the present

time :

—

*• Dear Brothkr.—I now sit down to acknowledge the receipt of a number of

your le ters, especially your last by Mr. Samuel Xichols, in which you mentioned
that you were wri'ing a new edition of ' More Smith.' I have to request that you
will 8U(<pend the pu^dicalion until you hear fr'^m me again. There is a man now
confined in Toronto Jail, who bears the description of More Stnith. and is supposed
JO be the samp. Many things ar^ told of him which no other person could perform.

I will not attempt to repeat them, as I cannot voucli for their truth.

" From current reports, I was induced to write to the Sheriff wiio had him in

charge, requesting him to give me a correct account of hitn. I have not heard
from the Sheriff' since 1 wrote ; perhaos he is wailing to see in what manner he

is to be disposed of. Kepot says that the man i^ condemned to be executed
for shop-breaking—he wishes the Sherifl' to do his C.X\ ; that he had much ra-

ther be hanged than sent to the Penitentiary. Many are the curious stories told

of hiai, which, as I said before, I will nttt vouch for. Should the Sheriff write

to me, his information m^iV be relied on."
Several communications from Upper (/anada have reached us between the date

of the letter Ironi which the above pxlraci is made, and the pre'tnt time ; but none
of them C'>ntaii)ed the desired information as to the particular fato of the pri-

fionc-, and the manner in which he was dispo.sed of, until tlio iSih of Sep' ember last

(1836).

By a letter from Mr. Augu.slus P>ntes, bparing this d'lte, it would appear that the

prisoner had not been exi^cuted but had been sentenced lo one year's confinenriCut

in the Peiiitentiiry. We mak^' the fell iwing extract

:

" I give jou all the in'orma ion (hat [ can obtain respectiner the prisoner enquired
after. The Jailer, who is also the Deputy Sheriff, that had him in chaige, says he
could learn nothing from him ; said he called his name Smith, that ho was fifty-five

years old, but denies that he was ev r in Jvingston, Ne^Bruns»ick. The Jailor had
one of your books, and showed it to him, hut he denied any knowledge of it, and
would not give any sntisf^action to the enqui-ies he mnde oi' hiiu.


