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THE SENATE

Friday, Decomber 5, 1947.

The Parliament of Canada having heen
summonod by Proclamation of the Govornor
General to meet this day for the despatch of
business:

The Senate met at 2.30 p.m., the Speaker in
the Chair.

Prayers.

OPENING 0F THE SESSION

The Hon. the SPEAKER informed the
Sonate that he had received a communication
from the Governor Gonoral's Secretary inform-
ing bim that His Excellency the Governor
General wonld arrive at the Main Entrance of
the Huses of Parliament at 3 p.m., and, when
it had been signified tbat ail was in readiness,
wonld proceed to the Sonate Chambor to open
the Fonrth Session of the Twentieth Parlia-
ment of Canada.

The Sonate adj ourned during pleasure.

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

At three o'clock His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General proceeded to the Senato Chambor
and took bis seat upon the Throno. bis Excel-
lency was pleased to command the attendance
of the House of Commons, and that bouse
being come, with their Speaker, bis Excellency
was pleased to open the Fourth Session of the
Twentieth Parliament of Canada with the
following speech:

bonourable Mombors of the Sonate:

Members of the House of C3ommons:

Conditions tbroughout the world continue to
be difficult and disturbing. The dislocations
resulting from the ravages of war -have become
increasingly apparent. In Europe Production
bas made only a partial recovory. In Asia,
over large areas, active figbting continues.
Shortages of tbe necessities of if e, particnlarly
of f ood, are still acute. In many countries,
political and social unrest is serions. Failure
to agree on peace settlements with Germany and
Austria is preventing tbe recovery of Europe.

Canada was recently reprosented nt a meeting
of the nations of tbe commonwealth in Can-
berra. Problems related to the peace settlement
in the Pacific were discnssed ln an explora-

tory maniner. The government has welcomed
the initiative of -the United States ini propo6ing
an early conference on the pe-ace .treaty witb
Japan.

The Canadian delegation to the General
Assembly of the United Nations took an active
part in its proceedings. Canada was eleoted to
a seat on the ISecurity Counicil. Canada was
also represented on the United Nations ISpecial
Committee on Palestine. Support of the charter
of the United Nations remailla an essential
feature ef Can'ada's -foreign policy.

While unsettled conditions stili prevail in
Europe and Asia, Canada has continued to
enjoy general prosperity. Esnployment and
national income have reached levels neyer before
attained. Our country 'has not been unaffected,
however, by the problemns and difficulties of
other counitries. LMany nations 'witýh which we
trade have been unable to restore their full
productive capacity. Their consequent inability
to increase îbheir exports in sufficient measure
to pay for their imports bas greatly complicated
Canada's .foreign exclbange position.

A permanent solution of our exehange prob-
lems and the future well-being of the nation
depend upon -the revival of world trade. An
important step forward in this direction 'has
been the snccessful conclusion of the recent
discussions at Geneva. A positive achievement
was the conclusion of trade agreements with
eighteen other nations. You will be asked to
approve these agreemen-ts. Canada is now rep-
resented at -the United Nations Trade Confer-
once in Havana, whîch it is hoped will resuIt
in the establ-ishment of an international trade
organization along linos agreed to at Geneva.
The trade agreements and the establishment of
an international trade organizatian will provide
a sound founidation -for the expansion of world
commerce, production and employment.

Provision of a tomporary ebaracter has been
made to conserve and supplement Canadas re-
serves of U.nited States dollars., The measures
recently announced to deal wîth the various
aspects of the immediate foreign exchange diffi-
culty will be submitted for yonr approval.

The present shortage of United iStates dollars
will necessarily limait Canada's capacity to
render further economic assistance to other
counitries. Canada, novertbeless, remaine one of
the fow groat producing countries witb capa-

cities Yun'imaired by the war. It is deeply
gratifying that our country bas been able to
play so large a role in rendering assistance to
war-devastated lande. In proportion to popula-
tion, Canadas record bas not been equalled by
any other country. In the effort to, further the
great task of warld recovery, Canada will con-
tinue, so f ar as is possible, to apply the prin-
ciple' of mutual assistance. Furtber assistance
must, however, take into accounit the oxcbange
difficulties wbich bave arisen.


