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On section 4-duties and powers of min-
ister-paragraph a:

Hon. Mr. MeMEANS: I would asic the
honourabie leader of the Government if
"the conservation of chiid lit e and the
promotion of chiid weifare" would extend
to the case of negiected chiidrenP

Hon. Sir JAMES LOUGHEED: This is
a new class of work which is te be estab-
iished in connection with the. department.
and just what range of duties It will cover
I arn not prepared to say at the moment.
Tii. scheme wiil have to be worked out by
the department in accordance with, the
general. poiicy ci the Bill. 0f course, the
work of looking afler negiected eildren,
etc., is one that is underbaken by benevoient
organizatiens, provincial institutions, and
others, and there wiil1 be necessarily a
co-ordination of ail those benevoient, acti-
vities.

Hion. Mr. BOSTOCK: Wouid flot this be
a case int which. the question o! co-opera-
lion as between the. Dominion and the
provincial authorities would largely enter?

HBon. Sir JAMES LOUGHEED:- Yes.

Hon. Mr. BOSTOCK.: And 1 presume
that the. policy of the department would be
very largely that of advising with the. offi-
ciais o! the provincial gevernments as te
lhe work that should be don., and trying
to have the arne ciass of work don. in all
the provinces.

lon. Sir JAMES LOUGHEED: Yes.

-Hon. Mr. BOSTOCK: So -as te co-ordinate
the. work in that way. 1 understand that at
the. present time the governments of certain
of lie provinces do take some notice of this
question of negiected chiidren and are
trying to provide for it.

Hon. Mr. DE VEBER: The work pro-
vided for in this .paragraph is not carried
out to any great extent by the provincial
gevernments, but il js being don. to some
extent by cities. In the city of Lethbridge,
in which 1 live, we have estabiished a
.Nursing Commission. Nurses go among
the foreigners and teach thern the proper
feeding of their chidren and look after
thein. The commission aise obtains certi-
lied milk, sells it te those whe can pay. and
gives it free te methers who are not able
te pay for it. I may say that death amongat
children, in nearly every city, is due, net
exclusîvely, but very largeiy, te the condi-
tien of the milk that is fed te them. These
matters and a number of ethers, I consider,
are previded for in this paragraph regard-

ing the conservation o! child life and the'
promotion of chid weifare.

lion. Mr. DANUUhND: But thuis jea
duty liaI devolves more particulariy upon
the provinces. I do net know what h.ip
the Federai Government may b. abie te
give. but chid welfare shouid b. attended
te by the provinces. Under this Bill you
can extend the activities of lie Federal
department leo neariy every branch of the.
work don. by provincial organizatiens; you
can cover the whole provincial jurisdiction;
but I arn convinced that tie Federal Gev-
ernment will eind that under the constitu-
tion it is somnewhat limited in its scope.

Hon. Mr. McMEANS: I may say, in
explanation why I asked the, question, hhat
the clause, which merely speaks of "«chiid
life snd the promotion of chuld wlfare,'
seems te me te be very restrioted. As the
honourable gentleman (Hon. Mr. Dandu-
rand) has just peinted eut, a great deal de-
pends upon the provincial authorities. Most
of the, provinces have laws by which a ne-.
giected child can be taken away from itz par-
enta. *My object was te ascerlain whether
the, Governesent of Canada intended te
engage in such chuld weif are work as
that of taking care of neglected chuldren.
if se, they would need te have machinery
that is net provided for in this Bill; that
they.-should have the right te go inte the
home where the chiid is negiected, through
drunkenness or cruelty of parents, or is net
receiving proper nourisiment, and te have
the child taken away and put into a home
or other institution. The Bill apparently
dees net provide for any action of that kind.
This clause may work eut in the future,
but it looks te nme as being se indefinite as
te be net o! much use.

Hon. Mr. DE VEBER: I understand that
the purpose of tuis Act is te make uniform,
the lame governing ail the provinces. Each
province new has a provincial Act and ne
tu-e provinces have exactly uniform iaws.
As I understand the way the departmnent
wili b. run, her. wiil be a minister o!
health and a deputy minister. Annualiy,
or oftener if it is thought necessary, the
department wili ask the different provinces
te send representatives, who shouid be, of
course, their provincial heaihh officers. They
weuid meet here in Ottawa, exciange ideas
and discuss matters put forward by the
provinces, and regulations applicable te al
the provinces wouid be issued; consequently
the laws in regard te public health wouid
be uniferm throughout Canada. I may just
cite as an instance the quarantîne iaws.


