
is not abandoned. It is deflected, as the lion. The rails is one of the most serious ele-
gentleman sid, a littie to the north in order ments in this question. There is no doubt
to obtain a better route. It touches at pre-
sent west of the Lac des Mille Lacs, or rather in fiy iiiind that the -Miister of Public
the Kaimini.stiquia River at a navigable point, Works believed at one tinie, that lie could
a little beyond which the latter falls into the utilize these water stretches for the trans-
Lake Froin that point there is almost con. port of rails and heavy freight required for

" tinuous navigation with a few short portages th b
oc ti n wt oRtPotgtecs hî; le building of tIse rasiway. lie could isoton the way to Rat Portage, the crossmiigc
place of the Pacific Railway on Winnipeg have been then aware of the full consequen-
River, with only one great obstacle, which ces of the adoption of the northerni location

" could not be overcoise in aniy other way tan i or route; lie could not iavebeen aware that
' by construetin a lock at Fort Francis. There it w l eut him off absolutely and com-

are, as I stated rouighly last night, two hui-
" dred and twent-eishtmiles uînder contract pletely fron using the water stretches.
" betwe n Lake s'up rir ansld Led Liver, of Anothser evidence of thsis fact, to iv isind

which one hundred and sixteen miles lie at is, thsat Iad lie not believed tihat lie could
the east e:d or w% estward fron Fort 'illia :i ave consnected fiom the western cnd of
at about sev enty miles from thence we reach b

C a point east of L-ue des Mille Lacs, thereby the Lake Superior section withs tie west-
" cominîg ito the best navigaile systemn at a ern section at Rat Portage tiiroughi the
"'place much fuisrther st than vould have water stretches, lie would not have com-

been obtainable if tise ist countemplated lise enced to build the latter section as it
had been followed out. Those who choose to

" look at the map will observe that the first line will be of no use unîtil the all rail road is
whieh we hope I to t-ke, uent aisost iu a opeiied tirougs, from Rat Portage to Lake
straigit line froi Kamîinistiqusia to a place Superior. If that be the case, surely, the
called Statrgeoi Falls, this bing at the head Mlinister of Publie Works wmsld not have
of a long ari of Ramîy Lake streEching north-
eastward. Thatt route was found to be not cosnsenced the building of tse 136 nules
exaetly imupracticable. but expensive. The of the railway, included in the extension of
line, as the hon. geitleinin says, was carried the Peinbina Branch from Winnipeg to
further to tlhe northward, but two-thir ds of Selkirk and the main line from Selkirk
tiat, conistry, perhaps consists of water, anSndPortage, as tise rails required foir
in the vieirity of Rîinv Lake, the country to Rat Praea the to ie fos
to the nsorth, in particular, is intersected by those 136 miles will have to be sent by

Ci deep, w-ide chaniels. wrhich reaci either the vay of Dul, and the Reu River, at a
exact viciiity of the railway or very near it, freight of fifteen dollars per ton. Those
betwen Rat Portage, the crossing of te 136 iles of railway, with the sidin s, will
Winnipeg River, aid the end of the esternt
contract, a distance of one hundred and require 100 tons of rails per nile, so that
eight miles-what we may call the Central the freiglt of the rails alone fron Du-
lC strict of that reiion. No matter with luth will be $210,000, and thsis vill have
what speed the road smîay be prosecuted, that to 1 e aid long before the rails will be ofpart canot be completed wihm four or hve
years; and, in the meautime, if this lock is any serviceto tie country. The additional
tuished, as I am isnfornied it will be diurisng cost will probably be $225,000 or $250,-
the coming season, we will be able to sensd 0 Whiat the Government should
Our steamers to Rat Portage, and to the east- have done was to have carried on thener end of Rainy Lake duninîsg the seasoin
after nsext, and frosn that point tô Lau des grading simultaneously but have done
Mille Lacs is a comparatively short distance, all the track laying fron the east,
s0 that in a few years ve will b, able to avail carrving- the rails witli then as theyOurselves of these mîost msagnificent water e
«tretches connecting the two poinits whicI this way tey would
thse ralway would touch east and west." have saved this enormous freighstage on

All that took place im te debate on nsaterials froi Duluth to the Red River,
tlat Occasio for the western section, that will be
d erstasiof tst t va the unsused until the connection with the

coastauc.i tis eastern section is completed. To sh2owCitructjin of the locks aut Fort Francis,
a o . te ossal eeie t s umore conclusively, if it were possible to

f eol unbroe is wti esî stie do so, that the G-overnnent supposed theybe uinbrokeni water colnnunication
frm Port Savanne at tîe nort east end of eould use the water stretches for tranîs-

orrtn avanne atteias th not at n f-il -ulLac des Mille Lacs thirough to Rat Portage, porting eavy materials, wv quote
111 the saie debate M said - froi the Senate Debates a speech of the

"s o lion. the Secretary of State, in this Hlouse
re ulerstood the hon. Minister of Puic on the 22nd of Feb., 1877, on a motion of

to filr to say, that the route would be used r.t Franis Lock.ournih rails froi Port Savanne to the mine in relation to the For
er end of the road.
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