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and a new supervisor will be appointed, whose
sole responsibility will be to supervise the
corporation's services to farmers in Prince
Edward Island.

PROPOSED MARCH ON OTTAWA BY ONTARIO
AND QUEBEC FARMERS

On the orders of the day:

[Translation]
Hon. Paul Martineau (Pontiac-Témisca-

mingue): Mr. Speaker, I should like to direct
a question to the Minister of Forestry, in
his capacity as minister responsible for
eastern agriculture.

Has the minister been informed of the pro-
posed march of 10,000 farmers on Ottawa to
be organized by the Ontario farmers' union
and the Quebec farmers' union, to protest
against the government's inaction with regard
to their problems and especially the water
shortage and the cattle they are forced to
sell?

Hon. Maurice Sauvé (Minister of Forestry):
No, Mr. Speaker, but together with the Min-
ister of Agriculture, I shall be glad to wel-
come them in Ottawa.

[Text]
Mr. Peters: Will he be here?

CANADIAN CONSTITUTION
SUGGESTED ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL

STUDY CONFERENCE

On the orders of the day:
Mr. Heward Grafftey (Brome-Missisquoi):

I should like to direct a question to the
Prime Minister. Inasmuch as a committee of
the Quebec legislature is well advanced in
its study of the Canadian constitution and
proposed changes thereto, is it the intention
of the federal government to initiate pro-
posals in the near future to set up a con-
stitutional study conference on a national
basis, designed to propose positive suggestions
which will result in a modern constitution
suited to modern times?

Mr. Speaker: Surely this is a question for
the order paper, important though it is.

Mr. Graff±ey: May I rephrase my question,
Mr. Speaker. The urgency of the question is
based on the fact that the province of Quebec
is the only province at the moment that is
carrying out such a study. I should like to
ask the Prime Minister whether any other
province or provinces have indicated to him
that they intend to initiate studies of the con-

[Mr. Beer.]

stitution, as Quebec is doing at the present
time.

Mr. Speaker: Perhaps this question also
could be put on the order paper.

Mr. Graffiey: I have no intention of putting
it on the order paper or debating it at ten
o'clock, but I felt it was an important ques-
tion at the moment.

CONSIDERATION BY HOUSE COMMITTEE OF
AMENDMENT FORMULA

On the orders of the day:

Mr. Andrew Brewin (Greenwood): Mr.
Speaker, I want to ask the Prime Minister a
question. On Friday, November 6 he assured
me that he hoped to be able to make a state-
ment "next week" in regard to the setting
up of a parliamentary committee to deal with
the amendment formula and the whole pro-
cedure as to amending the British North
America Act. The week has passed and the
Prime Minister has not been able to make
a statement. Does he anticipate that he will
be able to make it in the near future?

Right Hon. L. B. Pearson (Prime Minister):
Yes, Mr. Speaker. I apologize to my hon.
friend; I had the statement ready last Friday
and unfortunately he was not in the house
that day. I meant to make it yesterday but
I forgot about it. The question was asked, as
my hon. friend said, on November 6 whether
the house will be enabled to make a detailed
examination of the proposed white paper on
constitutional amendment and whether there
is to be a parliamentary committee to look
into the subject. Similar suggestions have
been made to me by some other hon. mem-
bers.

The situation is that a white paper is in the
course of preparation, and it is hoped that
a draft will be ready for consideration by
the government next week. Also, Mr. Speaker,
the final text of the amending formula as
settled at the conference just held has been
sent formally to the governments of all the
provinces requesting their formal concur-
rence in the terms of the text.

It is felt, Mr. Speaker, that it would not
be desirable to make a final decision on the
procedure to be followed in dealing with the
white paper or the amending formula in the
house until the replies that have been re-
quested from the provinces have been
received.
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