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that have arisen out of the rates question.
It is a difficult question; it is one which sbould
rest exclusively w'itb the board of transport
comimissioners. IJnfortunatcly it has got
beyond the bounds of that jurisdiction and
has invaded the realm of politics, and we
are now asked to countenance the appoint-
ment of a .iudge to find a solution to this
political problem. I make bold to suggest
that the price to be paid for sucb a solution
is too higb. The position of the judiciary
is too important to be impaired by the exigen-
cies of any political situation. There is no
other rcason for the present proposai than that
of bringing to a polit ical difficult 'v the appoint-
ment of a .iudge as presiding officer over the
tribunal wvbichi would have ta deal witli that
difficul ty.

Ini the past. .iudges have been appointed to
the board of transport commissioners and to
the bodies ixhicbi preeeded it. I think that
the first andi one of the most famoos of its
prcsiding offleers wvas Judgc Mabee; but the
moment he accepted that office be ccased to
be a judge. If anybody will tell me wby a
membcr of the board of transport commis-
!sioners should continue to be a judge when
fie bias becomie a member of the hoard of
transport commission eis unlcss il. be to carry
into bis new caliing the benefit of bis highi
judicial reputation; unless it be to bring to
that office the respect ani ascendencv of the
hencb-I fail to sec it. Solcly out of respect
for the bcnch. and solely for the porpose of
maintaining and preserving ne of Caloada's
rarcst trcasures wbieh she has inberited from
tlîe nId land-whcre judgcs do not accept
offices of this kind; where it would not be
tolerated that they acccpt sucb offices-I ask
that no .iudge, however able, be made a
member of this board. There is no question
about the ahility and the integrity of the
gentleman whose name ýis mentioned here.
Hleis a man of bighest ability, a man for
whom everybody lias the greatest respect,
and there i s no reasen wb v be should not
enter upon a new field of activity on bis own
merîts without carrying into it tbe judicial
ermine in the hope that it wvi1l cover up somne
of the partisan difficulties that arise out of
the very nature of the questions whicb go
before the board of transport commissioners.

Mr. JLSLEY: Mir. Chairman, 1 sbould like
to ieply to my bon. friend imimediately,
because I disagrce witb him. H1e imputed
views, to mie whicbi I do not bold. The hon.
member for Stanstead is greatly attacbed to
the view tbat be bas expressed today, that
judges should rarely, if ever, be appointed as
heads of r'oyal coImmissions, or disebarge extra-

judicial duties. I have said repeatedly in the
bouse that I think there are times when the
appointment of a judge to discbarge these
extra-judicial duties is quite appropriate.

Mr. I{ACKETT: Wiil the bon. member
permit me? I agree witb that. There is work
that they cani do and do it witb advantage,
such as the recodification of tbe criminai code,
for instance. But wbat I object to-and I
do nlot want tbcre to, be any misunderstanding
-is the appointment of judgcs to decide
questions w'hicbi are bighly tingcd witb
polîties.

Mr. ILSLEY: Let us examine tbis argument.
I cannot deal ýwith it conclusively because tbe
issue arises froma a difference in point of view.
But my bion. fricnd said rcpeatedly that tbese
judges who are appointed from tiine to time
are appointcd for political purposes, to soive
political problems of tbe governiment. Tbat
sounds like a very damaging accusation; but
aftcr ail., wbat are political purposes? When
you use the word "political" I know that the
first reaction of the public is tbat there is
something discreditable about purposes if tbey
are political purposes. But tbat is not tbe
meaning of the word "political". The word
"ploliticai" bias a very high significance. Often
judges bave been appointcd in the past
because the state of the public mind was sucb,
the worry in the public mind was such. tbe
fear of wrongdoing was sucb, that. there must
be, and there ought to be, in tbe intercsts of
tbe functioning of a dcmocratic state, a finding
by a person for wbom the public had respect.
Tbat bas been the reason for the appointment
of judges.

My hon. friend may sýay tbat that is meeting
a politicai need of the goverement; that is a
politicai purpose that the goveruiment is carry-
ing out. Weli. if so, it is a high purpose; it is
a worthy piîrpose that the government is carry-
ing ont wben it appoints judges under condi-
tions of that kind.

My bon. friend says that the government is
trying to avail itself of, or benefit by, the high
reputation of tbe judge. H1e should have added
one other word. Tbe quaiity of the .iudge that
is so important in thesp things is the quality
of independence. Take this very case, the
appointment of an exebequer court judge to be
cliairman of the board of transport commis-
sioners. He bas what is virtuaily a life tenure
-tenure until he is seventy-five years of age.

H1e cani do what he tbinks and helieves to be
rigbt without any dictation fromn the govern-
maent. That is a strong reason for appointing
bim.

My bon. friend did not point out any dele-
tenons or i înjnrious eifeets which would flow.


