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short session of 1930 by relieving unemploy-
ment I am sure he is welcome to, and he is
welcome also to any honour he may claim
from his visit to the Imperial economic con-
ference of 1930. Certainly in my view he
should have nothing but criticism. At this
time when he is raising tariffs for the fourth
time he is deserving of no credit. Hon. mem-
bers opposite say we are depriving him of
his laurels; we do not think there will be
any laurels for him. Certainly we have not
torn any from him on previous occasions.

I should like now to say a few words con-
cerning our honoured leader and his attitude
toward the Imperial economic conference.
Word was whispered around to hon. members
on this side of the house instructing us not
to hold meetings during the conference, despite
the fact that some of us arranged meetings.
We were told that our chief was keeping
quiet, and that it might be well for us to
do so. I know that in my own constituency
I was asked on two or three occasions if
Mr. K'ing had died. I said no, that he was
very much alive, but that in his judgment at
that time it would be best to make no com-
ments. He realized fully that he would be
blamed for any statements he made during
the conference. I am sure he did not make
himself conspicuous last summer, and I do not
think any difficulties met with during the con-
ference can be attributed to the activities
of our chief or those of any Liberal.

Following the last election tariffs were made
higher, promises sent out and prosperity pro-
claimed. Again this year tarifs are main-
tained high and clothed in the disguise of a
British preference so that we may be led to
vote for high tariff. There is a desire on the
part of the government to appear well before
the public. Worse still, Mr. Speaker, the
vested interests which are always prowling
around in disguise have secured for them-
selves high tariffs on articles which never
came from Great Britain, although they ap-
peared on the free list. Among other com-
modities in that class I may mention cream
separators. The tariff on articles which do
not and never will come from Great Britain
could have been put on the tariff schedules
in the ordinary way, and would have been
voted on according to their own merits.
Vested interests, however, saw to it that they
were placed on the preferential list so that
they would pass the house.

The Conservative party have before them
an organized plan to form the empire into
an economic unit, but such a plan must fail
because it works against the laws of nature
and of the universe of which we form a part.
The commonwealth of nations, this empire of

ours, will be stronger in proportion to the
elasticity each part is given. The treaty now
before us constitutes an attempt to centralize
trade within the British empire. To this
policy Sir John A. Macdonald, Sir Charles
Tupper, Alexander Galt and Sir Wilfrid
Laurier took objection when they asserted
and effected the complete freedom of Canada
in matters of trade and commerce.

I believe there never has been a govern-
ment which bas had so many conferences, so
many opportunities to help the poorer classes
as has the present one. But we know that at
every turn the vested interests got what they
wanted, and the farmers have suffered. Even
when 3,000 farmers gathered in Ottawa not
even the Minister of Agriculture (Mr. Weir)
would recognize them, and under this agree-
ment they are receiving treatment similar to
that which they were accorded when visiting
this city. This is the fourth time they have
been fooled with wild promises by the gov-
ernment now in office. Appeals have been
made to the farming communities to look on
the situation with an open mind, and doing
that they are promised that matters will turn
out all right for them. To be successful ir
such an effort one would have to be a para-
noiac; he would have to be demented.

I do not like to be wailing about haré
times; I am not a Jeremiah. I enjoy life
and my liver is perfectly healthy. I want
this government, however, to realize the
situation and change its ways. I do not
think the Prime Minister realizes the distress
obtaining in the land or he would take pity
on the poor and change his plans concerning
high tariff, high interest rates, wages and the
price of farm products. When the people of
Canada elected a millionaire to the control
of our government they made a fatal error.
We know that the governor general, not
being a commoner, is not allowed to enter
the House of Commons. Were he to make
an attempt to do so, the guards would prevent
it. In like manner our ballots should pre-
vent any one who is not a commoner from
entering or controlling the House of Com-
mons.

The unstable method adopted by this gov-
ernment in its tariff changes, so far as in-
vestors are concerned has had very disquiet-
ing results. Some storekeepers have been
buying from the same firms during the time
they have been in business, but they have
found that owing to tarifs they have been
compelled to change their sources of supply.
They have had to find new firms from which
to make purchases and their old customers


