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to achieve victory and a lasting peace. Sir
]Robert and is colleagues have had carte
blanche, frorn the very start, the Liberai leader,
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, and his colleagues in the,
House having assured the government of sup-
port in their military measures. Not only have
the fedteral Liberals done this, but mnany lead-
ers In the provincial field, Sir Lomer Gouin ir
Quebec. Mr. RowelI in Ontario, ani the othei
Liberal leaders in other provinces having pro-
mised and gîven support and co-operation
The moment Canada entered the ring it couic
not rest with any haif nieasure.

These articles, I believe, Sir, represent
the sentiments of the country. In the
speech which my hon. friend the membei oi
Red Deer (Mr. Michael Clark) made to tht
bouse last evening, hie malde allusion to the
number of men which the Government had
decided to send to the other side; and with-
out criticising at ail the tremendous outlai
which this involved, hie expressed the feel.
ing of anx;ýiety of the people of this country
at the delay between the recruiting of the
regim-ents -and their despatch to the
trenches. My hon. ar-cd gallant friend, the
Minister of Militia (Sir Sain Hughes) wifl
no doubt give a full explanation of this;
but as far as 1 can gather from the informa-
tion 1 have, it is due to no fault of the Goy.
'ernment. One must take into consideratior,
the difficulty of transportation, and theia
again, if I arn correctly informed, we send
across as many troops as possible undei
the circuinstances. Once they arrive or,
the other side they 'are under the contro&
and command of the British authorities.

May I say, Sir, that the speech of the
hon. member for Red Deer commended
itself to me by its dignity oftone; indeed
the tone of the debate so well set by my
hon. f riends who proposed and seconded the
Address, the hion. member for the Yukon
(Mr. Alfred Thompson,) and the hon. mem-
ber for l'Islet (Mr. Paquet) has been char.
acterized'by the loftiest patriotism. I coin.
mend particularly to the attention of the
House the remarks made by my hon. friend
from l'Islet. The members of the HousE
who could not follow him in the languagE
in which his speech was delivered, I arn
sure will find in the translation of thal
speech the real senitiments which ani-
mate the people of -the province ol
Quebec in this momentous crisis
I trust, Sir, that in the few remarks -whiel
I amn about to present to the House, 1
shall say nothing in manner or in forrn
which may -be disagreesb]e 'in awny way tc
rny hon. friends on the other side, or ix
any one in the country who may dýiffei
from me on the great questions Mt issue.

My hon. f riend from Red Deer alludea
to the splendid spirit which exists in the

West, and I arn a witness to the truth o!
what hie -says. Last sumiqier'I h-ad occasion
for two purposes to visit the West-that
great portion of our Dominion of which we
are so proud. The first purpose which 1
ýhad in view was to judge at first band, to
hear rwith my own ears and to- see with
my o'wn -eyes, the postal situation there.
The seibond purpose, and probafbly the most
important one, was that I wished to allay
certain prejudices, and to convey Vo any
who might be misded correct opinionis and
ideas as to the situation in Quebec.
I had read in some of the western
papers that there was sucb an .anti-war
feeling in the province of Quebec that the
Liberal party-and I do not wish to make
the Li'beral party responsible for this-
wi.shed -to profit by this feeling to, bring on
an election, hoping by that ýmeans te secure
a greater number of :supporters in the prov-
ince of Quebec. It seems to me-and 1
*think I arn correct in this vie'w-th-at there
is nothing which will detract more froin
the unity and harmnony which should
exisit betw9en ail sections of the country,

,than the arousing of suspicions and pre-
judices between thýose of different race and
faith who compose our federation. I wished
to do as much as I could te allay those
prejudices and susceptibilities, and sus-
picions, and Vo work so far -as la-y in rny

-power for that -brotherly love and good
will -which above ail other Vhings, should
exist at this time dn Canada.

Every-where I 'went in the West I waýs
reoeived not only with the greatest cour-
tesy but with the greatest sympathy. It
was impressed upon me eve6rywhere-that
I was indeed a welcome messenger from
the province of Québec. Ilpon my return
Vo Eastern. Canada it see med to me theim-
perative, duty ýdevolved on -me of going
into my own province, and placing before
its people the real issu-es which confronted
them. Ia the month of Septemhler, Octo-
ber, and a part 'of November, 1 hel-d eigh-
teen or tiwenty 'meetings in the eastern sec-
tion of the province. My colleagues the
.Minis-ter of Inland Revenue (Mr. Paten-
aude) and the Secretary of State, (Mr.
Blondin) held other meetings in the cen-
tral part of the province and in the
district of Montreal. The reason foiý hold-
ing these meetings was to bring home
Vo the people the origin and nature of the
present confiict, and the results whic'h were
bound to follow from the unthinkable pos-
sibility of a Gerxvan victory. As f ar as I
could see while addressing audiences soine-
times 1iwenty-five hun-dred or three thous-


