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sulted. I do not think that there is any-
thing in the statement that because Edmon-
ton votes for the hon. gentleman (Mr. Oliver)
to be Minister of the Interior, we are to
accept that as an evidence that everything
was satisfactory that the people wanted a
dual system of schools, that they do not
want to have ownership of their own lands,
and that they are satisfied to remain simply
like the Indians in that section, wards of the
government, ready to remain under the tute-
lage, care and protection of the Dominion
government. Notwithstanding all the dis-
cussions that have taken place, I have not
changed my mind one whit. I have not
heard one argument to convince me that the
people of the west do mot want to have
the lands within their boundaries, but would
prefer that those lands should be retained
and administered by the Dominion. I say
that involves a grievance that never will be
removed until this parliament—or some
other parliament ; I do not know whether
this parliament would have the power or not
—undoes the mischief that we are now do-
ing in taking away from these people what,

I believe, of right belongs to them. Now,
why deal with these provinces in a
way different from the way in which
other provinces are dealt with? The

older provinces were allowed to retain their
lands. And it was a matter of pride with
them. The younger western country may
well point to the older provinces and ask
of the Dominion : “Why place us on a dif-
ferent basis from Nova Scotia, New Bruns-
wick, Quebec¢, and Ontario ? Why deprive
us of what belongs to us as a free people ?
Or, take especially the case of the province
of Quebec. In 1898 that province was
given a very large addition to its Terri-
tories—I think something about 75,000,000
acres. Did any hon. gentleman on that
side of the House ever suggest at that time
that the province of Quebec should not be
given the lands contained within the boun-
daries prescribed by the Act of parliament ?
Not at all. The province of Quebec got
that land added to its territory. The Aect
of parliament transferred everything that
was in that area—lands, timber, minerals,
water-power ; everything. Yet the new
provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan are
‘to be refused what the province of Quebec

yas given only some seven years ago. To
my mind the treatment of one province by
one method and of another province by an-
other method will create dissatisfaction and
constitute a grievance that will not be re<
medied for many years.

Now, I cannot imagine why the Minister
of the Interior should believe that the
people in these new provinces are better
satisfied to have a financial consideration
and to do without the lands. If the Min-
ister of the Interior has carefully consider-
ed this matter he will have observed that
a large consideration is to be given to the
provinces besides that given as payment for
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the lands which the Dominion retains or
takes back from the provinces. There is an
allowance of $50,000 to each province for
governmental purposes. There is an allow-
ance of 80c per head of the population ac-
cording to the census which is to be taken
at intervals of five years—this will be a
very considerable subsidy. Then here is an
additional allowance on  account of the
provinces having no debt, amounting to
something over $400,000 to each province.
These are very large financial considerations
out of which they can make a revenue for
themselves. And I feel that the provinces
would be very much better satisfied indeed
than to have an additional $1,000,000 handed
over, which, in any case, will not be im-
mediately, but after the population has
reached, if I remember well, 2 maximum of
1,200,000.

Even an increased subsidy of $1,200,000
I do not believe will satisfy the people of
that northwestern country. It will be a
burning question year after year amongst
those people. They are a high-minded
people, many of them have gone in from
the old province of Ontario, from the pro-
vinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick,
many of them have come from the United
States and from the British Isles, from Ger-
many and other European countries, and
they will say, why is this thus ? Why are
we treated as serfs ? Some of them have
come from Russia and other European coun-
tries, and they will say, we lived a long
time in serfdom, we came to a free country,
and we are not allowed to call our own our
own, we are not allowed to call this country
our own. We come here and settle in this
country, and we are told it belongs to the
people of Quebec, it belongs to the people of
Onmtario, it belongs to Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick. Are you going to make a happy
and contented people in that way ? Don’t
you think you would conduce a great deal
more to the prosperity and happiness of that
people if you were to hand over to them,
or rather allow theni to retain what already
belongs to them, or will belong to them
when we create the provinces ? When we
create these new provinces, as a matter of
course, automatically the land belongs to
them.

We buy it back as a Dominion by paying
a consideration for it. Why should the old-
er provinces be called upon to put up a
large sum of money, to tax themselves to
buy back a large country simply for the
purpose of giving it away—giving it away
for whose benefit ? xiving it away in
order to provide free homesteads. Now
there are two sides to this question, there
is the Northwest side and there is the side
of the older provinces. For all time to coine
—because we assume that this law is to re-
main upon the statute-hook—the older pro-
vinces of this country will have to tax them-
selves practically for eleven-twelfths of this
entire payment that is given for the ‘lands



