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MIr. FOSTER. And my hon. friend has The hon. gentleman will fin1. therefore,
only to think for a moment to know per- that not only had I agreed to recommend
fectly well that his recommendation simply the acceptance of the tender, but I had
goes to the council of Ministers, and that agreed to do so 'with the knowledge and
the Ministers in Council decide whether his concurrence of my colleagues, and it was
recommendation shall be carried out or not. put in the proper form and confirmed by
That is not a contract under an Order in; is Excellency in Council more than a
Council. week before 3Mr. Burland wrote his letter.

The MINISTER OF FINANCE. The hon. Mr. FOSTER. Then, why on the 5th of,
genileni itrnust not escape in that way. April -was it necessary to get an. Order in
in the first place. he must know that no Council to authorize the concluding of the
Mlinister of the (Crown. with a proper sense contract ?
of his responsibility would send a telegranm The MINISTER OF FINANCE. Becauseof that enaracter unless he had very rea- iit was exceedingly proper. when the detailssonable assurance that his view was gomg of the contract came to be arranged, thattoi heconcurred mu hy his colleagues. it should be submitted for the approval of

MIr. FOSTER. My hon. friend must know His Excellency in Council. But, neverthe-
that I have been a member of a Dominion l5ess. there was in the first lace the ac-
(overnmïent as long as he bas, and that I eeptance of the tender by the Minister of
have lookeil into these inatters a little ;-the Crown. which a gentleman dealing with
and i say that the statement that a Min- the Goverument. and especially a gentleman
ister will recomtend a thing is nlot to bep in a foreign country. had a right to accept

considered as an actual carrying out of as a definite statement of the views, not
the tliinîg. nerely of the Minister himuself. but of the

Governnent for whicl lie was actin- • and
The MINISTER 0F FINANCE. i hope not then we have the report to Council. aud the

to make a statement ini my official capacity contirmation by the Governor in Council,that I will reeomnend a thing to Counceil. -any days before MIr. Burland sent this
leaving anothier party to be led astray- by letter. But even if'therie had been no ae-
my statement. unless I have the colneur- eeptance of the tender of the Amercan

fee t my colleagues. -olipan. I believe it would have been a
Mir. FO)sTElt. But an intelligent party scanda and a great injustice to have per-
ill not be led astray by that. îitted Mr. Burland, after he had had a fair

chance in a free and open competition to
The' MINISTER OF FINANCE. But tender for the work. to come in afterwards

when a gentleman in a foreign ountry r'e- and iake changes in his figures. Let it not
ceives a telegrai tfrou a Minister of the he sa i that the other parties were allow-
Crowi stating that lie is prepared to ae eId to make changes. They wer'e nlot allow-
cept his tender if tUe details ean be agreed d toe change a figure or a hine. There
upon. he understands that lie is dealiing were statements in their tender which re-
with a responsible Minister. and that the quired explanation : the warning note of
Goverment off Canada will not. and ought my Deputy Minister suggested certain
nlot. to repudiate that undertaking. 'hngs whicl had better be cleared up, and

Mr. FOSTER. Sometimues the responsible I took steps to have thern eleared up ; but
Minister makesa rashbromiise. lthe American Bank Note Company were

not allowed to change one line or figure of
I'le MINISTER OF FINANCE. On that their tender. They were asked to explain

point ny lion. friend is speakinîg in the their statement in regard to the dies, and
liglit of a very considerable experience thieir explanation resulted in this conclusion,
which I have not hîad. But we. need not that while it was desirable that the work
diseuss the question how far the Minister should be doue in Canada. it was not de-
binds the Government. for my hon. friend sirable. for the sake of preventing 1 per
will find that two days later there was an cent of that work being done abroad. that
Order in Council. dated the 7th of January, we should pay $153.000) of the people's
whereby y action was confirmed, and that money above a fair price. That is the
was eight days before Mr. Burland wrote whole story. We put the work up to
this letter. public tender ; we opened it widely to all

Mr. FOSTER. What is the order ? skilled men toe come lu and tender; we ac-
cepted the tender of a responsible party,

The MINISTER 0F FINANCE. The hon. a tender which we were satisfied was made
gentleman will find it on page 51. The in good faith, and which we are satisfied
Minister having reported the transaction, will be carried out in good faith. We be-
the ordler concludes as ffollows :- ieve the work will be done no less excel-

Te Minister, therefore, recommends, in view lently than Mr. Bwrland's work-and I am
of such saving, that lhe e authorized to accept findling no fault with his work ; 99 per cent
the tender of the American Bank Note Company, of the work will be doue within sight of
provided that the details of the contract eau be the Parliament building. ti a handsome
arranged with the comnpany to his satisfaction. jstructure put up by the American comipany,


