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bouring counties and the Bill will do its work shameful practice against which it is di-
silently like the loaded gun on the wall, of rected. I need say but little more on the
which you do not need to pull the trigger to subject. I do not think there is a single
enable it to give you protection. Iii the neigi- member of this House, hvlether lie belongs
bouring districts the electors will learn that to the Liberal party or to My own party.
tlhey wvill be liable to suifer if they take bribes, who will fnot acknowledge that tiis is and
as the corrupt voters have suffered in another lias been for twenty years a great evil'in
county. I believe tit for the Bill to b cof Canada, as it is in all self-governing com-
any use., it nust be called into play in some of iunities. A few days ago the Governor of
the first cases of corruption thait. happea New York. in his message to the Legislature.
in the next election. in order to t.e h directed the most pungent paragraph of that
a wholesome tesson to a particular county. message against this eviil, and his remedy was
ant by the influence of that example to introduce our Canadian Bill, as lie called
tb teach the saine lesson itothe constituencies it, providing for election petitions. Nor. we
generally. The first objectioii that will occur have had that system in tithis country for al-
to any ene who reads the Bill, as it occurred most twenty years, and I appeal to the mein-
to me. when I first draft;ed it. is. that it is bers of this House, to the Liberals as well
too limited in its scope. I may be tld that as te my Conservative friends, to say
the Bill is directed against people wmho take whether, in s) far as it was meant te be a
bribes, but tiat there is. no:hinîg said about ieans of cleansing the constitueucies anid
those who give bribes. My answer is that preventing bribery, it lias not been a miser-
tihis criticism is based on an emîire misiuider- able anId colossal failure. It Las been used
standing of my object. 3y object is a liiited for other purposes altogether. In most coun-
one. It is not to punish any one, but to ties it lias been turned into ain instrument
talk votes awaîy from unvorthy peopfle, and of revenge, to harass and worry candidates.
the briber w-ho is very often a mituch greater l some cases it lias afforded opportunities
offender than ithe bribe-taker eau h (e dealt to unscrupulous nien of my own profession to
witl under the criminal Law, whlcl is nov drumn up a bill of ecosts. It bas been used
as stringeit as a n eau e. I believe that for the purpose of forcing a new contest.
we need not add to the terrors of the law in anid making the candidates go a second tinme
liat regard, for iinmy. opinion the aw is before the electors within a few monlths. It
very drastic aid very stringent nîow. If tiis seetus to me that it has been used in 1892
were a Bill to pnisli, tat critieisi would practically to bring on a genenl electioin,
Se a good one, but as it is a Bil iiierely te Ilrougiout Canada. Our fîiends opposite,
take votes away froi people who abise ihe seeing tatte parties vere v
right of the franchise, that crit icism baianed in tiis Chanber, wcre enabied, by
Ioes not seemnt to me to be a sotud one."itaI Diite force newentesîs'lu, tauy
It is distinct from tihe object I had in view inplaces. lu these ways the original purpose
submitting tthis inea sure to Parliament. Acf the mcasure lis oflen been lest siglit of,
mucht graver obijection. it seeins to ie, against d it las been ade t serve purposes en-
tite Biii,'and iee hich dtvrred1 me for îw0 tireiv forchrîî te that -for wlhitilw-as itître-
or thuee years.1 I ay frankly say, frîjutrltrouged, whle it asa unt served toe purpose
ducing thte priitipleý,-aitiîogii kîdI k 'l irll cf Cseansi g the earities efbribery aîtd cor-

places. Intheseiwaythe1origial purpos

itiitd for two o hueyeairs obugii ul ullo We litave another Aét, bitIof Mr.
a Bil-is lite objection that,ldin11 toscieue thBlake whic ias prepared wit sighret skiol.
fliere are now oin the St&aituteeoks stite itn I have copic ecoselyais oueasvep uld ef
and str il nt oaesdeaeii dete me for, o trely f n t that for which was iro-
and hy coe as a ydiine-nay, it anew- ducfed wlehbut the purport cftîtat'Ad seems te

inostrg to trjyi aniere that itli lite y ofav Iliathentuinans oinfpcity teaunder-
statutes have faiied te remedy. 1I ,n.iy be t01(1 sta-.nd ai-orage hituxan matutre. You can sec lun
tiat te mst impor tant ure for -i eviiscvetcl.Use ehavlthatte maannwhe rafted
hite us - f ori agencies a soullcer pico pit, it d dihot know vhat rterceih gn, every-day

a seunder'press, sounder universities, sonifflr mentt upon per50fl5 quite beyond our centreli.
comon seools and sunder jouris ,eorOentIe copdasiy se .tat such as Di lwould
magazines, te teac elitte pep the raen- nt be cf muci ovauet t ecuntry. wis
ess and i moraity cf titispractice cif si- te ;conpated, and depends for enfrce-

ing votes, and that yei must rely on these. yent hatpon persens quite beyond ur control-
To be suree aye mst rey largeIy on ail Tiistandl avrooses te disentge t e subjet
these tngs; but If ram fnot weieg f rom poltai party interest, and tr place
there is some hope of bringng titis into rac-te puuismen nt of biberyin te handsof
lice, at least l the casheen a cou-tny wolie ot bmen oftwithlut referene ct ry. e

stere is a strog ad oarnest feeling ois party orte tier, wil try tde e aseote
this whoie wretched business, fgiving ang fconties of the whioea miserabe business, and
taking bribes. If you find that thiis Biii is will be ready to smite down any and ail men
faulty ln detail, its provisions can be nodifidl found guilty of it. Now, before I sit down,
when we go into committee. But I belevie let ime say that. in my judgment, the gravest
ltat it will be foumd adequate, and thtat il present cviilu Canadian and American poli-
will- do good in a country where there is: tics, and lunlte colonies of England in other
a felng of public abhiorrence at te parts cf lte world, is titis evil ef bribery.
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