
[CO3mONS]

exanination of the revenue returns. which ment have to complain In the audit of the
was first given im iiin 1887, and which re- publie accounts. The public accounts in
quired, I am told, the services of four ad- England show how closely the auditors
ilitional clerks. Now this refereuce to the and controller criticise the work of Gov-
Auditor Geeral grew out of Mr. Tilton's ernient in the payment of public moneys.
rase. in 1887. I believe that it was a proper This department began in our Government
thing ; the audit is a necessary audit. It in 1878. there. was noue in this country be-
is an administrative audit, it is true, it is fore. There can hardly be any complaints.
a matter which concerns the (overnment ;f want of economy In the audit office.
but li the prevention of frauds upon the Therîise is no superannîuation. I believe,
Governmen It in the adiinistration of the de- at the preset time ini that office. There
partiments. there is also a prevention of is nt a single party charged against
fraud upoin the public treasury. Then the the superannuation fund who lias served
bank accounts and the currency accounts in the Auditor General's Department. I do
were given in charge to the Auditor Gen- not kinow why the 3inister of Finance has
eral iu 1887, and the store accounts dealt'ith itle- Auditor General's Depart-
were giveni him in 1894. Now, tiese are ali ment in the way ie asdoe ; whether lie
administrative audits. but they haye-'l inlhe i sîî i ngi tooIl mi<- w hr-he
added very largely to the wor f'the dle- tinks he is Ldoing too little :wiether lie
partmenît., and they have al served to thinks that the persons in the public service
sweil the volume w-hich the Auditor Gen- in iliat departnent are less severely taxed
eral annually is -reluired to lay upon our 1with work than they are elsewhere. or
Tab!e under the provisionms of the Act. Now. whîether they are more severely taxed. I
the Auditor General requires examinations think it is impossible to1 ook at the Audit-
for primotion in his department precisely or Geuneral's report and observe the num-
thy same as in the other departments. Of ber of items there reported. to bear in mind
course, they are of a somewhat different the fact that everything there reported is
character, andl of a higlier order than the taken from the original documents-nothing
majority of the examinations required. is copied from any book or report made by
W hat the Auditor Gencral lias comiplained any Miinister's departnment-I say it is im-
of in his petition is that lie lias not enougli posible to look at these facts without see-
money to pay the extra clerks required ; ing that a great amnount of work is per-
that eiouglih oney is not voted to enable formed in that department. Now, it seems
htim to fill Up the classes, and to promote to me that it is the business of tlis House
men who are eligible for promotion in the!te NY some regard te he petition which
public service in his department. The the- the Auditor General lias addressed to buis
oretical organization of that department lieuse. 1 an perfeetly sure lb neyer would
stands as follows :-Chief elerks, three have been subnihedere if there was any
first-class clerks, four ; second-class clerks, hope or expectation that tlat department
five ; or twelve of the thrce classes. TUe vould be dealt witlîby lie Government in
present organization is: Tlhree chief clerks. iav
one first--class clerk ; and six second-classrneted out ho 1h the saie consideration that
clerks. So it will be seen that the Auditor is exteîded te other departrents of Gev-
General's Department is kept below its ernirient. Sir. buis House las oily te Iook
theoretical organization, In the standing of ithe facts I have rnentioneda the num-
those li the public service, as well as int er cf chef clerks, at thenumber of first-
numbers, and that the Auditor General iS class clerks, at the perceutage which they
denied the rîglit whichi is exercised by the conshibute of the number of clerk in th
head of every other departnent of the Gov-! service. as comparai witl every other de-
erunent. It is complained that the Audit- partaent of bue public service, te see that
or General's Report is a work for the bene- thisis a. mark-aidepartmeîih, that il las
fit of the Opposition. Now, whether it be beeîî narked eut for the expression of the
so or not, depends largely upon the manner dispîcasure of te Administration, Il is !M-
in which the Government discharge their possible te look aI the average salary of
duties, and the strictness witi which they the clerks 'i that department, and compare
conform to the law. The Auditor General, tlem with the average salary lu the De-
In so far as his work cones in contact with parbment of Justice, lu the Department cf
the administrative work of the Government. Inand Revenue,in the Geological Brandi,
is necessarily a criticism on the action of lu the Deparrnent of Finance, without sec-
Goverrnent. It is intended to be so. lb ing taI it bas been amarked department,
does not matter who may be the Auditor and that it is stamped witlî the expression
General. or who may be the Government; cf the dispicasure of the Government.
that is the necessary relation between them, Ifthe Governmnent had anybhing te complain
that Is the necessary consequence of a pro- of,they slould have core dciv and frnk-
per audit ; and unless it can be shown that ly statcd what it was. But nothing cf that
the audit is dishonest ; that the facts are sort las been donc. I will fot trouble te
perverted ; tha-t they are intended to con- liuse wibh making a cemparison as be-
vey an erroneous Impression ; then it seems Iween al the dpartmentszcf the Govern-
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