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miei. they canniot arrest t heir next iloor uneighbours
anId their childrei. anti hiaul thnei before a magis-
t rate. he diii is tioto g'reat. and therefore an
outsider shouldl he appobinl ted.

Fishî-breeding............... 3%.000
lr. DAVI. (P.E..) I ai iot goingr to enter

ito a discussion of the very large and imîportant
1uestioni whic is presented to the House here ii

the vote whici we are noiw asked to colleur in.
'Tlie departmient., so> far. have adîthered to their policy
of attempting to prioiiote the tisheries by the
estal iishuîment of tish-breding establishments: andi I
suppose that at the present time there is hardIly
suticieit iiformation before the Hoitse to enable it
to formii anîv positive opinion upoimn the utility of
this expelditure. I ami i(t going to quote isoilated
opiniois lini this, a lthîough we have somte opinions
whichi are entitl to weight, and whlich go to show
that we are spentinag ten times as mîuch mloney as
we get returns for. I wish rathier to draw the
attention of the hnuî. gentleman to oie speeitie
poinit ii coiiectioi with this vote. and that is the
lobster fisheries in the Mlaritime Provinces. Theseî
are very important tisheries. 'hei anmount of money
they vieli aid bring into the country every year,
the nimber of men to whiomi theyt give eipmloyment.
anid who are enîgaged iin these fisheries, are of then-
selves sutticient evitdence of thîeir great imnportance.
'ie hon. linister knows well that vear after vear
there lias beei a constant struggle going on between
the departient and this tradte for t hie closing of the
lobster tisheries. mid to agree upon soie plan which
will prooîIote anid iiprove thie lobster grouids, antd
against thoze vhioare udetermîined to tish them out at
ail hazards and at ail seasons. Now, a great differ-
ence Of opinioi ex ists. The lion. gentleman appointed
a counission some years ago, and I iust say the
conmission presented a report which did not seem i
to me to be fruit.ful of very mîîuîch thought, nor to
be productive of very mîuch good : but the result
of it ail nvas that thehlion. gentleman deterimed-
and. I thmink, correctly, fronm the judgment I could
formn-to shorteîPthe time, not to lease the grounds,
as it was once intended to dIo, to individuals, but
to allow theiî to fish as they hiad beei fishing, but
still to form a close season, aid to allow t hen to
tisl for a very short period, I think fron the lst
of May to the nmiddle of July-I speak now with
reference to the Island. The results went to show,%-
that that was an eninently wise position, and I
wil challenge contradiction to the fact that after
the close season had been in operation for two years
the results were very highly satisfactory, mnid thec
lobsters have imcreîsed so gieatly that somîle gentle-
men who liad thought of remnoviig their factories to
Newfoundland and other places determineid to
continue the fishery in Prince Edward Island.
Thiere was every promise, therefore, of a
reasonable anîd fair catch for the present and
for future vears. anud I think the hest. men gnigedi
in the fishery, althoughi they entertain, miany of
them, different ideas aîout it, have ail come to lie
coiiclîusion, after the experience of one or two
seasons, that thle policy of siortening the tiîme foi-
catching lobsters solved the whole question ; at any
rate, it solved it to such an extent that the gromunds
-were unp-oviig, the quantity caught iwas enorim-
olusly increased, anid there did niot seei to le any
reason whv, if that was aidhilQ-et to. we should not
have fori ianv vyears to come, perhaps for ail t1ime
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to Conme, a continuance of that rieli andtl productive
industiv. Now. for somne reaLson or other, owing
to some pjressure, I do fnot knoiw what. the hon.
grentleman reversed his policy this year, and wien
that close-seaso hat expired. on the 15th of July,
I suppose on the application of a nuinher of packers,
he extended the tinie further. Wliat was the
result iThe resuit is, that the grrouinds are being
tished ont again, and next year the resuIts will be
Sery muliworse, of course. thant they are this.

On the one hand. he lias paid out large sius of
11101ey to breed losters, and on the other
liadl ie lias extended the tinie uduring which
theyCa ani be caîughît, ahl has left the lobster
tisheries to be depleted. I will read to him
a letter whihel I received fron the owner of the large
lobster factories the other day oi this subject, and
it shows. I thiik, the opinion of, by long odds, a
majority of the lobster packers--I do not mnean t6
Sav im ntumber : I do not mîean to say that a largejinmber of smnaller lobster packers wo~uld not desire
to extend the time for a month, or six weeks. or
two moithis: they. would1 keep it open ais long as
they can catch tish, wvhether the fislh is inii a proper
Sci)tion to catch or not. But I sav the better
class tof the tishernen desire that this fisherv shodil
be conservedi and protected, and dioi not desire to
see the extension of tine. I think the policy
adopted by the dep.iartmîent this year was a ruinous
policy. The lion. gentleman is educating the lobster
pxackers up1) to the belief that no rule or order passed
by the departmnent will resist thé application of
political influence. Now, I want huimuî to explainî,
to-night, why it was.that the season was extenîded
whîen it worked so well the vear previous. hlie
letter to which I refer reads as follows

The Marine and Fisheries Department are playing
the mischief with otur Island lobster fisheries. For your
information, in case you nay use it in debate, I will state
the position. About six or seven years ago they wisely
shortened the lobster fishing season from the 1st of May
to the 16th of July. The watersof theGulf had been fished
out previously by allowing lobsters to be caught pretty
much al the open season, and they iad become so scaree
that uearly all the small factories had to elose and the
large ones were liardly imaking both ends meet. There
nas been a narked improvement since. and for the last
three years it has been a paying business. In addition to
shortening the season, the regulations as to size anid spawn
fish have been very stringent, and the factories have
been watched, flnes, xe., mtheted. Of course, most ofthe
flctories thought the regulat ions were too stringent. but I
amn not going to enter upon that question now. They were
all retty generally agreed upon this point, nanely, that
withi a view of reserving the industry the open season
was long enough. Somte few of the large factories would
have preferred the season shortened to the 1st of July.
This yezir, withouit rh3-me or reason, the Minister extend-
ed the season to the 1st of Auguîst. Mr. Prowse, 1, and
some other large packers, close on the 15th of July. We
considered the extension of time destructive of the busi-
ness, and would not take advantage of it, but simall
packers have been fishing straight along up to the 12th
instant, and have not been molested. The worst feature
in the extension of time is that a large proportion of
spawn lobsters corne on the grounds about the middle of
July, and the fisi are ailso not in a good condition for can-
ning. as it is the shîell-casting season. Curiously enough,
the (Government have an artificial herring establishment
on Pictou Island. and are at the samne time allowing the.
ova.-bearing lobsters to be destroyed by the thousands by
gwng the extension of tune."

I cannot put the inatter as tersely and as uicîdly as
I think my correspondent lias put it. Hle as very
great experience in this business, extending over a
great nany years, lias a very large nuimher of
factories, ami an eno-mous aiount of capital in-
vested ;anid iaving read his letter, I subnit his
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