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out, under your present system, a majority of the registered thonsauds of pétitions have been made in favor of-it,
voters; and therefore the hon. member for East York (Mr. ifter both branches of the Legisiature have Voted
Boultbeo) is proposing, not a means by which this law can in favor of it, and after it has only had a twelve-
be enforced wbere there is a strong denaDd for it, but a month's trial, 1 feel that 1 would not be doing my duty, as
means by which it can never be placed in operation. a represeniative in the buse of Commons, if I votedior Uic

Sir LiEONARD TILLEY.. Iwill not occupy the attention repeal of the ScottAct, hecauseyou wouId practically.repeal
of the House duringwmore than a few minutes. In the firet it if you required a majority of the ratepayers to core ont
place I wish to express my regret that the hon. member'for and recordtheir votes in its favor. You must retolleet, in
East York (Mr. Boultbee) should have thought it proper to the first place, that the men who favor this measure bave
use language with effect to the character of the hon. members no pecuuiary xnterest in the matter. Somebody must
who are supporting the prineiple of prohibition or limitation travelithrough a district and obtain the signatures of
with respect to the liquor traffic in the Dominion. I think twenty-five per cent. of the voters. They may be fanatics,
it is but right, having been associated for the aud they may be wrong, but they have no special.interest
last twenty or twenty-tive years with men who la the matter. Thi have no establishment8 for the manu-
entertained those views, to say that so far as my know- facture and sale of water out of which they may make a
le ige goos they compare favorably with the class of men fortune. They act for the beet of motives, and it requires
who have differed with us on this important question. They a great sacrifice of time and money to accomplish what
are among the mo-t liberal-minded, and the best educated, they desire. Notwithstanding ail the interest they may
and include the clergy of varions denominations of the feel in this mater, I boliove there is not one place in
philanthropical and benevolent men. The hon. member for twenty where---though a majority of the whole people
E astYork would have rendered his measure greater service might ho in favor of the Act, and would sign the
had he used somewhat d fferent language, I think, in desci ib- petition if you took it b them-tbey could ail be induced to
ing the character of the gentlemen in Canada who opposed travel cight or ten miles to record their voies. Thorefore,
his Bill. Reference has been made to the State of Maine. because ilfeel that tho psssage of this Billwould ho a
It was not perhaps necessaWy to bring it up; but it bas practical repeal of the Iaw, and that after al
been brought up and statements made with reference t the labor that wasgiron to this matter,-and
the action on the prohibitory law there and the character the strong opinion *that was exprosscd by every
of the inhabitants. I cannot understand why, if the effectsProvince of the Dominion, I feel bound, so far as I am
of a prohibitory law-it may be- imperfcctly carried out- concernei, to record my vote against any proposition that
bave been such ai described, such a law romains on the would b a practical repoal until that maw has proved it;elf
Statute-book for 27 years. With respect to the subjeet inoprative for theacomplihment of the objeLei u et view,
under consid'ation, 1 amn opposed te the Bill, because iL is -and injrio s rathe.r than abénfiia to the cause we desireato
a virtual repeal of t he Scott Act. It may be .sid that when promote by lgiflation of thiu nkind.
wa make that declaration, it is an admission on our part Mr. ANGLiN. When hon. gentlemen say that if this
that a majority of the people are not in favor eof the ScottBillpass the Scott Act ue w oiluvirtlually ropealed, they vir-
Act. -We know, however, fromput experience,, that it lietuaiy admit that there is not a large majority of the people
impossible in constitueicies, evon where there hbave of this Dominion in favor of the continuance of that Act.
been strong political contests, to, get eut a suffi- The fzal of those who are active in the temperance cause i8
oient number of people te record thoir-vots. There lesnocn, that if there were anything like a majoritythre
another point -whch as - net been fully brought ont would h no reason teapprehondany danger to thoir beloved
during the debate. It has been said that a majority, by Act from the passing of thie amend ment. Th e nambr of
their energy and carne.tness, aay carry the Act againnt registered electors Lhroughout this Dominion le, at the eut.
an overwholming -msjorily. ben tho framers of the side, but one lu every seve nor eight of the population, and
Scott Act prepared the measure they exercised a very wise if the Act is to romain on the Statute-book, it is not, surely,

pecaution. Myseif and an hon. member know it, too rnch te ask that i be so anended tbat one-a f
becuse I was in cnmunieation with lim on the subjeat of of the sixth or the seventheto the population

prohibition wheu eut ot Parliamont. Wo ltts strongly should be required to vote in favor of the imposition of this
that it-was necessary for the enforcement eof thisIaw, in anyAct-fupen th ret of thee p rpation. We should thuslin
locality that a majority et' the people should o lutavorofwconfining theevoting to those who ae the most intelligent
it, that I was willirg that three-fifths bf the voters should et tho peopl, and wo have the large t interest in the

o required te record their votes tor it; and the framers eof welfareo f the country. We have seen this law put inforce
tho Act, in the saine viow, docided that bofore the'Gvern-ilbusome districts by a very ssal portion of the population,
ment could i,sue a proclamation for the pelling, twenty-five and those who have seen it operation aredisposedteadmit
per cent.'of the wbole electors eligible te vote sbould sigu, that iw is a mistake. For iy own part, i amn tiroly
with their own signatures and attested te by wituesses, a tpposed to this law on principle. do not bolieve that one
déclaration that they are in favor of the vote heing teken, and portion eo any district or country have the right teoprscribe
tberef'oue declaro themelvesln favor ofthe Actitselc That toeanothor portion what they shaanat, drink orwear. Nor
h a great protection against a verdict being given by amere do I agree witathe on. member for Bothwell, tht these
minority of the people. Lot us recollect %hat the passage of wbo buîld distilleries or hotels are ontitlcd te do sel by
tht Act was the reultet agitation fr yers throughout virtue of the law. The law is not intended te permit
the country. Thousand and tons of thousd bet'setitions the erection of hotels or distilleries, but it le in-
were laid on the Table of thi Parliament ind favort wsuh tended te restriet the natural priviloge of people te
legismation. The friond ofitho cause and the moderatmimon soit ale, wine, brandy or whiorptey, as wl as broad-
unitod together sud prepared. the Scott Aet,-whicb beesme cloth or any other article. One et' the rossons why
law. It has practicaiy been l operatien foly a twelve- these restritions are imposed is precisely the-saie
month, and what we, wbo are believèrs in the principle of as that for imposing similar restrictions on the sale of
the Act, ask, evthater rnay ave a fair trial. I d int tobacios namely, for the purpose et'raising a revenue aud
hositate te saythat after is he had a fair trial-net after preventiug fraude on the revenue. And the reasn was
tree yer odeuriong wheh toe Act ini force, bu t afTer a that i was thougt desirable te restriet the sale e liquors
twelvemonth-if it es found te bave a bad effeet, -we sha te prevent abuseswhicb are likely te arise. While we al
net ask that it e allowed t roma n for thre years, but we admit that the excessive use et'intyxieating liquera le-a
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