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APPENDIX "INSU-1"

JUNE 27, 1984

MR. BTECESCORBETT
C/0 SUB-COMMITTEE CN UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE INEQUALITIES

ROOM 522

REGRET OUR BUSY SCHEDULE PREVENTED CUR ATTENDANCE AT 3SUB-COMMITTEE
WMEETING THIS AFTERNCON, WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR FORWARDING
OUR REGRETS T0O SUB~COMMITTEE AND PA3SING ON THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS:

l« OUR UNION REPRESENTS APPROXIMATELY 7,000 SEASONAL FISH PLANT
wORKERS IN NEWFOUNDLAND», WACSE INCOME IS DERIVED FROM A VERY
UNPRECICTABLE RESOURCE. AS AN EXAMPLEs, LANDINGS IN ONE
COMMUNITY LAST WEEK DRCPPED FROM 260,000 POUNDS OF FISH CN
THURSDAY TO 30,000 POUNDS ©ON FRIDAY.

THE GENERAL TENDANCY IS FCR A SLOW BUILD-UP IN LANDINGS AND
THEREFORE IN EARNINGS OF PLANT WORKERS, HEAVY PRODUCTION FOR
A FEW WEEKS IN THE SUMMER, THEN & GRADUAL TAPERING OFF 1IN
THE FALL. A5 A RESULT, OUR MEMBERS WILL NORMALLY AAVE A

FEw WEEKS OF MINIMAL EARNINGS ON TAE ''SHOULDERS'' OF TdAE
SEASON AND FULL WEEKS OF EARNINGS DURING THE PEAX PERICD.

AS A RESULT OF THIS SITUATION, AVERAGING OF INSURABLE EARNINGS
FOR FISr PLANT WORKERS SIGNIFICANTLY 'REDUCES THAEIR U. I.
BENEFITS. TAIS PROBLEM wAS RECOGNIZED IN RESPECT OF INSHORE
FISAHERMEN, WHOSE BENEFIT PERICD A3 OF 1933 I3 NOw BASEC 0N
TREIR 10 BEST WEEKS OF INSURASLE EARNINGS, PROVIDED THEY HAVE
A MINIMUM OF 15 INSURABLE WEEKS. PREVIQUS TO THIS CHANGE.
FISHERMEN COULD ACTUALLY LOSE MONEY BY FISAING IN THE FALL
BECAUSE THAEY wOULD LOSE MORE IN TAEIR Ue. I+ BENEFITS THAN THEY
MADE FRCM FISHING.

THE INSHORE FISHERMEN AND SEASONAL FISA PLANT wORKERS LIVE
SIDE BY SIDE IN ATLANTIC CaNADA aND DERIVE A LIVING FRCM THE
SAME RESOURCE. STRONGLY URGE FISA PLANT WORKERS BE TREATED
THE SAME AS FISHAERMEN IN BASING U. I. BENEFITS ON 10 BES3T
WEEKS+ OTHERWISE THAERE wILL BE» 43 INDEED TAERE I3 NOW,
4 STRONG SENSE OF INJUSTICE 8Y PLANT WORKERS. THAE CAUSE CF
THE WIDE FLUCTUATION IN FISA PLANT wORKERS' INCOMES 135 EBASED
ENTIRELY ON THE AVAILABILITY OF RAW MATERIAL AND THAEREFCRE
15 .ENTLRELY, QUTSBIE:THE SONTROL OFGEMPLOYERS “ANDEMPLOYEESH

EARLE MCCURDY
SECRETARY -TREASURER.
NFLD. FISHERMENs FCCD AND ALLIED WORKERS UNION



