
Ironically, in many cases of arnied conflicts, the observed violence is itself a direct resuit of the
erosion of the state's legitimacy and capacity to mediate various social struggIes. Insofar as the
formai miles of democracy lack legitimacy in the eyes of a significant segment of the
population, they wiII flot be respected.

In post-conflict situations, one is ofien confronted with a paradox: on the one hand, necessary
democratic institutions can only be properly established once the social wounds created by the
conflict have had a chance to heal, and yet, the healing cannet take place until certain
minimum conditions have been created through the establishment of these very same
institutions. The heaiing process wejust alluded to is a complex one. Michael Ignatieff asked:
"Can we sDeak of nations 'workinQ throueh' a civil war or an atrnritv th&. W2vu im think- nf


