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Article 22 

Indigenous peoples have the right to special measures for the immediate, 
effective and continuing improvement of their economic and social conditions. 
including in the areas of employment, vocational training and retraining,' 
housing, sanitation, health and social security. 

Particular attention shall be paid to the rights and special needs of 
indigenous elders, womeia, youth, children and disabled persons. 

Article 23 

Indigenous peoples have the right.to determine and develop priorities and 
strategies for exercising their right èb development. In particular, 
indigenous peoples have the right to determine and develop all health, housing 
and other economic and social programmes affecting them and, as far as 
possible, to administer such programmes through their own institutions. 

Article 24 

Indigenous peoples have the right to their traditional medicines and 
health prac0,ces, including the right to the protection of vital medicinal 
plants, animals and minerals. 

They also have the right to access, without any discrimination, to all 
medical institutions, health services and medical care. 

PART VI 

Article 25 

Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and strengthen their 
distinctive spiritual and material relationship with the lands, territories, 
waters and coastal seas and other resources which they have traditionally 
owned or otherwise occupied or used, and to uphold their responsibilities to 
future-generations in this regard. 

Article 26 

Indigenous peoples have the right Eo own, develop, control and use the 
lands and territories, including the total environmeitt of the lands, air, 
waters, coastal seas, sea-ice, flora and fauna and other resources which they 
have traditionally owned or otherwise occupied or used. This includes the 
right to the full recognition of their laws, traditions and customs, - 
land-tenure systems and institutions for the development and management of 
resources, and the right to effective measures by States to prevent any 
interference with, alienation of or encroachment upon these rights. 

Article 27 

Indigenous peoples have the right to the restitution of the lands, 

territories and resources which they have traditionally owned or otherwise 
occupied or used, and which have been confiscated, occupied, used or damaged 


