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A specific request for assistance in the field of tourism developrnent carne from the
sma]l Karaite coniiunity of Criroea. Crimea is the horoeland of this fascinating ethnie
group, and during our visit to Crinea we had an opportunity to tour an ancient Karaite
fortress cafled Chufut-kale, in a picturesque location in the mountains near Bakhchisarai.
The Karaites are interested in developing an open-air museum at this site that would
provide eniployment to young Karaites and help them preserve their culture. Given the
great natural beauty of this location, and the deterinination of the Karaites to develop this
site, it is reconimended that Canadian expertise be used to help the leaders of this
cormmunity develop a feasibility plan for an open-air museuni.

5. Many of the most innrediate proble=i faced by the Crioean Tatars are of a socio-
econonic and political-administrative nature. However, the Crimoan Tatars returned to
Crimea flot only because of emnotional tdes to the region, but also because of expectations
that they could best preserve and further develop their language, culture, and traditions in
their homeland. Thus their leaders have placed a strong emphasis on the developrnent of
an educationai/cultural infrastructure to rmet conimunity needs. However, the extensive
infrastructure in place prior to 1944 was almnost completely destroyed following the
deportation of the Crimean Tatars, and attempts to develop a new infr-astructure are being
nmade at a tuile when a]most no local funding is available to facilitate this process. Thus
even modest assistance in this sphere can play a significant role in helping this commnunity
preserve and develop its rich but neglected cultural heritage.

This issue is of more than synxbolic imortance. Paradoxically, the Crimean Tatars
were able to preserve their language and culture quite effectively following their
deportation to Soviet Central Asia, but have found it difficuit to continue doing s0 in their
homneland. Some Crinlean Tatars becaxo discouraged once they beca=o fully aware of
thpi umtpnt tn whicrh Clrnea-- waq ,ivstenaticalv "cleansed." after WWII, of any reininders


