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- INDUSTRIAL ' EHPLOYMENT: Industrial employ-.

-earlier and 151.3 at December 1, 1952. Per

-

ment showed a:further decline at the beginning )
of December; and the Bureau's index number
fell 1.6% from November and 1.9% from December,
1952. With this exception, the December 1 in-
dex, which stood at. 113.9, was. the highest on
record: for the time of-year. Follow1ng the
seasonal pattern, the reduction in the month,
- took place among men, "whose numbers declined.
2.3%, while that of women rose (.5%. In-the
12-month comparison there was an increase. of
0.2% among women, but. employment for men was
lower by 274%. N
-Disbursements ' in weekly salarles and wages
declined 1.6% from November: but climbed to a
new.peak for December -1.. The' index of payrolls
stood at 154.9.as compared with 157.4 a month

capita weekly earnings, at $58. .19, established.
a new high, slightly exceeding the November.
1, 1953, average of $58 14, and rising 3.7%
over the preceding year's December figure-of
$56Industrtally, employment showed w1dely—
distributed contractions. Among-the major in=-
dustrial divisions, the losses as. compared,
with-November 1, ranged .from 0.7% in pubch
utility eperdtion,r.to 6.5%" .in, construction, in-
which the curtailment. approXLmated that in-
dicated 12 months.earlier. -There was’ a contra-
seasonal decline of 2.8% in logging. The situ-
ation in mining continued to be affected by
industrial disputes. . -

. In manufacturing’ the reductlon in the month
was 1.9% Employment fell to-absut the same
extent..in the durable and:the non-durable cat-
egories, and. in both groups.was -slightly be-
low the December 1, 1952 level. Within these
classes, the largest decreases were in trans- .
portation equipment and food processing. Em=~-
ployment in’the transportation, storage and
communication group diminished by 2.5%,- ex-
ceeding the loss recorded at December 1 in-
recent years. e . .
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AID FOR REFUGEES: -Four thousand pounds of
clothing and other relief supplies collected °
in Halifax for South Korean refugees have been’
turned over to the-Koreahn €ivil Assistance
Command in' Pusan by ‘the Rayal Canadian Navy.

The shipment is the first of an estimated
eight tons of supplies - mostly clothing - -
collected under the ‘auspices of the Hdlifax
Junior Board 6f Trade and destined for dis= -
tribution to" South’ Korean refugees :in the
Pusan area - :
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Productlon by establlshments comprLSLngf
the boilers and plate work industry in 1952 "
climbed to a new high annual value of $90,-
428,000, 20% above the previous top value

(C.W.B.. February 26, 1954)

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT:SURVEY: Employmentides,
clined and unemployment anreased during Jan=
uary somewhat morethanxs ‘usual’ for-the, month.
As a result,. the numbeq of persons ‘working
full  time. dropped. sllghtly below year-ago.
levels. Manufactur;pg emp loyment ' continued to
 dip slightly below year-earlier-levels; al-
| though relatively. few industries have contri-

1 buted apprecrably to: thls-drop The easing:of

activity.in manufacturlng has been .reflected:
in higher levels of qnemployment tth year, :.
parthularly in' Lndustrlal centres. ‘There_has
also beeh an. incdrease: in- short-tlme employment
in a number, of Lndustrles .

“Severe winter weather constLons, parthu-
larly in.the western provinces, - brought . most-.
outdoor activity such as construction, logglng

| and sawmilling to 'a virtual standstill during

theé-month. This resulted in-much-higher. than’
usudl lay-offs-¢f workers in the areas af-.
fected by bad weather “Over onesthird of all.’
paid workers were in" lotal labour’ markets
“classifiéd as having substantlal labour sure.
tpluses, compared to about one-quarter a year
.ago. This was largely the result.of ‘the set-
:tling of busifiess activity in some manufactur-
,ing industries which' coincided thh heavy lay-"
offs in' ‘seasonal “industries. " "

* Thé civilian® labour force," at 5 242 000" 1n
thé ‘week ended January 23;* 1954, was down frome
5:275,000 in the week ended December 12, 1953,
but up slightly compated “with’s;210, 600 recor-
ded in the week ended- January 24 1953 o
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BRITISH EMPIRE’ UEDAL Lﬁ(bl Paul Dugal of

ebec City, the man.who:set at rest ‘the’minds"
of numerous relativés- and ‘friends of soldlers’
listed as-"missing" in»Korea -Bit who were ‘act
tually prlsoners-oflwar, has~been'awarded the“
‘British -Empire Medal- by’Her MaJesty, Queen
Elizabeth II. '

The award was made .in. recogm.tl.onofDugal s
outstanding work while a prisoner of war Ain
Korea, -Canadian .Army- Headquarters‘announced

L/Cpl. Dugal;" the firs't Ganadian-POW to be
returned. by the Communist$, was released'on
April 21, .1953; -after being a prisoner for’.
nearly a year. During that -time, -he kept-'a’
diary with .compléte information on other Cad<
adaan:prlsoners of war, many of whom, up to'
that. time, had been listed as "missing". He: .
managed: to_retain; the diary until his, , repat--;
riation when he .turned it-over- to the Canadian’
authorltles “The. information recorded was com~-
pletely accurate' and, not only.was it of great
assistance to the-.authorities, 'but it.algo -
.gave assurance: to-relatives and friends of;: -
other prlsoners that theLr men were allve and
in . custody. COR N
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Fur dress1ng 1ndustry treated 12, 085 066

skins in 1952, .a Jjump of 2 316 450 or 23% over

reached in 1951, according to the Bureau s
annual report, on the Lndustry
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