from their acts. We welcome the growing consensus on adopting effective and legitimate means
of countering terrorism.

45. Last year, our Ministers adopted twenty-five recommendations to combat terrorism, We
have received a positive response worldwide, in particular in the UN General Assembly.
Together we have made substantial progress on many of these recommendations, including:
drafting and negotiating a UN convention on terrorist bombing; promoting improved
international standards for airport security, explosives detection, and vehicle identification;
promoting stronger laws and export controls on the manufacture, trade and transport of
explosives; initiating a directory of counter-terrorism competencies; inviting all States to
promote the use of encryption which may allow, consistent with OECD guidelines, lawful
government access to combat terrorism.

46. We have asked our Ministers to intensify diplomatic efforts to ensure that by the year 2000
all States join the international counterterrorism conventions specified in the 1996 UN resolution
on measures to counter terrorism. We have instructed our officials to take additional steps: to
strengthen the capability of hostage negotiation experts and counterterrorism response units; to
exchange information on technologies to detect and deter the use of materials of mass destruction
in terrorist attacks; to develop means to deter terrorist attacks on electronic and computer
infrastructure; to strengthen maritime security; to exchange information on security practices for
international special events; and to strengthen and expand international cooperation and
consultation.

Human Cloning

47. We agree on the need for appropriate domestic measures and close international cooperation
to prohibit the use of somatic cell nuclear transfer to create a child.

Space Station A

48. We look forward to the signing of the Agreement to establishing an international space
station. This is an excellent example of international cooperation in carrying out large and
promising projects in the field of exploration and peaceful uses of outer space.

United Nations Reform

49, We reaffirm the crucial role of the United Nations in maintaining international peace and
security and in fostering global partnership and sustainable development. We support
thorough-going reform, with the goal of strengthening the UN. We welcome progress that has
occurred in the economic and social fields since our meetings in Halifax and Lyon. In this
regard, we welcome Secretary Geperal Kofi Annan’s recent reform proposals and support their
rapid implementation; we also look forward to the Secretary General’s more extensive proposals
next month. We remain committed to working with all UN members to realize these reforms.

50. In order for the UN to cope with the challenges of the 21st century, financial reform should
proceed together with necessary reform measures in other areas. The UN system must be placed
on a firm financial footing through full and timely payment of obligations, and development of a
more logical and equitable scale of assessments. Budgets throughout the UN system should be
scrutinized with emphasis on prioritization and maximum operating efficiency. We look forward
to the Secretary General’s specific proposals for reinvesting savings from improved
cost-effectiveness in high priority development programs. Robust oversight mechanisms and
sound personnel policies are essential for success.

51. The urgent challenges of economic and social development require the UN to coordinate
more effectively the policies and activities of its various bodies including the specialized




