Past Two - Recant Develapments ‘ Peter Thachee for WFUNA-1991

*({a) Agpsessment snd Menitorings assessment, based upos mcaitoriag of major eaviranseatal paraszeterls,
will be iscreased at both the global and reqional levels: ’

() Poligy forwylasion, planning and inecitucion Byildingr assisting countries in these fuactions,

particularly ia coardisatiag envirocasental actica and ecoaomic planning, will ecable theam to address

*{<)
p:u:iei will be givea to legislatica and agreemeats aismed 4T essing The sa)Or eaviroomental prod-
less set out (abave] and to aseisting countries that request help ia formilating dosestic law;

*(d) Posteging envigonmentally sound technologies: the 1atent is to promats the development and
applicaticn of tacaniques for eavironmental rehabilitatica and enhancemant and of environmentally
sppsopriate techaologies for seeting humas needs through coopearative actionearfiented reeeazcn,
diseemination of informatica, establishmeant of institutional netwarks and carefully planned
demcnetratioa projects;

*(e) Truinings the prisary means of delivering training to help develop naticnal capacities foz

envi al manag t will increasingly take place through the activities of regional networks of
aaticnal institutions;

(¢ blis ;nformation: by strengthening its cutreach program, ameng cther things, UNEP will
continue its efforts to deliver inforaacion to and stimulate cullaporative action by nofi-governzen=

tal sovironment organizaticas, and to Teach ciiclee whose mall concern Ls NOT eavironzent, auch as

iaduscIialilsts, pagliamentagians, wvoman‘s gIoups, Youth organizacions, relligicus Lnatizuzions;”

In sum, governments have racently raviawed and identified the functions
they expect UNEP to perform, updating those laid down in 1972, and an explicit
basis with defined program funczions has been set by the Council.

6. RECENT EXPERIENCE WITH INSTITUTIONAL AND PROGRAM FUNCTIONS.

UNEP'’s che:hing Council’s most recent reformulation of the five func-
tions assigned to it by the Assembly provides a useful framework for briefly
reviewing existing institutional arrangements in relation te mandated func-
tiens: '

1. TO PROMOTE INTERMATIONAL COOPERATION AND RECOMMEND POLICIEZS TO THNIS -
END. The “"catalyzing, co-ordinating and stimulating® functions central to
UNEP have been marked with considerable success inscfar as environmental
issues are concsrned daspite funding limitations; these wars largely overcome
by the willingness of other organizations to join their resocurces and exper-
ience to a common programme.

A timely example is the current intarnational effort to raduce the
‘threat to stratospheric ozone. As early as 1973 the Governing Council was
cauticned about possible =outer limits” in relation to "tha generation of
heat, the carbeon dioxide content of the atmosphersa, the ozona content of tha
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