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,Full-scale criticism 
f South Africa 

blocked by Britain 
ley PHIUP STEPHENS 

e- 
WESTERN LEADERS yester-
day made a brief critical 
reference to the apartheid 
mime in South Africa, but 
Britain blocked a full statement 
on the issue. 

At' the end of the seven-
nation economic summit in 
Venice. Mr Amintore Fanfani. 
the Italian Prime Minister and 
host at the meeting, said that 
the leaders viewed the situation 
Je South Africa with " parti-
cular concem." 

In remarks agreed with the 
other heads of state and govern-
ment, Mr Fanfani added: "We 
agree that a peaceful and 
listing  solution can only be 

. found to the present crisis if 
•the apartheid regime is dis-
mantled and replaced by a new 
form of democratic, non-racial 
government." 
"- The criticism of Pretoria, 
contained in Mr Fanfani's 
general summary of the summit 
stand on a wide range of 
political issues, felt short of the 

. detailed declaration sought by 
a number of governments. 

Senior officials from several 
.:delegations said that the British 
,Government refused to agree to 
a separate statement on South 
Africa. Sir Geoffrey Howe, 
Bntain's Foreign Secretary. 
denied that Britain had been 
,isolated. He said that other 
governments shared his view 
that it was the wrong moment 
to launch any initiative so soon 
alter the whites-only election, 
when the South African Govern- 

ment was likely to be particu-
larly unreceptive. 

According to the ofEcials, 
Canada and the US had both 
during the past two months 
prepared drafts which they had 
hoped might form the basis of 
a separate statement at the 
summit. 

The European Community's 
political directors had also 
discussed a draft declaration of 
guiding principles for the 
West's relations with Pretoria. 
This had focused on the pre-
eminent need to dismantle 
apartheid, to establish the equal 
treatment for all South 
Africans under the law,  and 
the need for respect of human 
rights. 

At one stage, the US raised 
the possibility that its draft and 
the "European version could be 
merged to provide a " Venice 
declaration." US enthusiasm, 
however, was said by the 
officials to have waned con-
siderably after Britain made its 
opposition known. 

At the summit, Canada con-
tinued to argue forcibly for a 
separate text, but was forced to 
accept the smaller declaration 
contained in the general poli-
tical summary. 

'Mr Brian Mulroney, Canada's 
Prime Minister, said that the 
compromise  was not  "a  perfect 
response," but it was nonethe-
less important that the Issue 
had been addressed by the 
seven leaders. A failure to say 
anything would have sent the 
wrong message to Pretoria. 
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THE ITALIANS acre calites it 

which ireateala fattened a 
the "feet gummitegodeacriguion 

number of  • the I American 
anI  Italian  • chief executives 
from beer) »d *mace 'lea 
gathesed last  might 'amid • the 
splendour of Milan'* Ilith cen-
tury Stoma **tie lot a  dinaer 

greed
ty genii by le,  Carlo De 

of Olivetti. 
Beginning yesterday morning 

In Man,  and  ending this after-
noon in Venice with a eliteactie 
address by President  Reagan.  
the "Italian-American Confer-
ence on Private Sector Initia-
tives". la a decidedly unusual 
beast. 

cenferenee — otganleed 
by the White Rouse. Italian 
compardes such as Plat and 

balminess «an 	as 1tr John 
Olivetti and a 	of US 

Phelan. chairman of the New 
York Stock Eathante. ant Mr 
Jim Robinson. Maim» of 
Americo: Rotreaa—is all about 
" clientele Snag." "  
farina"  and the pronsotien of 
"eartarate 4  social respeasi-
bilite" 

Ir  Phelan. 	tik• many of 
Ida coilestmes Rea *wit " this begottant initiative amid 
a eau spomante in one bond 
yesterday and enoleinet.. how 
• mazing lt is that et the 
Itt7.22bas of clientele giving in 
the US la* year "only 5 per 
cent am front 'corporations." 
The bulk of Amtrak= elan-
throe- alme $71.7bn, came from 
individuals. 

The chairman of one inajor 
Italian benk walled eartIcakeRY 
last wet when autxd idaat be 
thought id the two-day strtror-
gam.  cb conies to a 
glistering mid today e/  flats 

 Pal ms .nuanecon in 
Vanice.-enlfeve inlets ilerhig 
Mee to the arts.end to nther 
said when 
'earthy eamsesait  :tree he 

The  
Itean business oeintwitolte 
learning frees bapseasce 
ef ha US aunteiperts.•; 

Sponged lb the -eocridors  of  
Ifilan's deluxe Hotel Principe 
di Savoie,  where the "summit " 
began ,  the ever-dapper Mr Mario 
D'Urso. an Ameriœn Express 
executive who is known as Mt 
Of Italy's most intrepid bankers 
and socialites,  tack the etacial 
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: **Witty tot the Wight plueculeses  

'Indicted that et Wars 
meeting the grout wetSd "  *et 
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b= tacks.' 
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