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The Government of Israel believes that the Gulf of Aqaba comprehends inter-
national waters and that no nation has the right to prevent free and innocent passage
in the Gulf and through the Straits giving access thereto, in accordance with the
generally accepted definition of those terms in the law of the sea.

In its capacity as a littoral State, Israel will gladly offer port facilities to the ships
of all nations and all flags exercising free passage in the Gulf of Aqaba. We have
received with gratification the assurances of leading maritime Powers that they foresee
a normal and regular flow of traffic of all cargoes in the Gulf of Aqaba.

Israel will do nothing to impede free and innocent passage by ships of Arab
countries bound to Arab ports or to any other destination.

Israel is resolved on behalf of vessels of Israel registry to exercise the right of free
and innocent passage and is prepared to join with others to secure universal respect of
this right.

Israel will protect ships of its own flag exercising the right of free and innocent
passage on the high seas and in international waters.

Interference, by armed force, with ships of Israel flag exercising free and innocent
passage in the Gulf of Aqaba and through the Straits of Tiran, will be regarded by
Israel as an attack entitling it to exercise its inherent right of self-defence under
Article 51 of the Charter and to take all such measures as are necessary to ensure the
free and innocent passage of its ships in the Gulf and in the Straits.

We make this announcement in accordance with the accepted principles of inter-
national law under which all States have an inherent right to use their forces to protect
their ships and their rights against interference by armed force. My Government
naturally hopes that this contingency will not occur.

In a public address on 20 February, President Eisenhower stated:
We should not assume that if Israel withdraws, Egypt will prevent Israeli

shipping from using the Suez Canal or the Gulf of Aqaba.

This declaration has weighed heavily with my Government in determining its action
today.

Israel is now prepared to withdraw its forces from the Gulf of Aqaba and the
Straits of Than in the confidence that there will be continued freedom of navigation
for international and Israeli shipping in the Gulf- of Aqaba and through the Straits
of Tiran.

We propose that a meeting be held immediately between the Chief of Staff of the
Israel Defence Army and the Commander of the United Nations Emergency Force in
order to arrange for the United Nations to take over its responsibilities in the Sharm
al-Shaikh area.

The Government of Israel announces that it is making a complete withdrawal from
the Gaza strip in accordance with General Assembly resolution (I) of 2 February 1957
(A/R.ES/460). It makes this announcement on the following Acsumptions: `

(a) That on its withdrawal • the United Nations Forces will be deployed in Gaza
and that the takeover of Gaza from the military and civilian control of Israel
will be exclusively by the United Nations Emergency Force. ,

(b) It is further Israel's eapects.tion that the United Nations will be the agency
to be utilized for carrying out the functions enumerated by the Secretary-
General, namely:

safeguarding life and property in the area by providing efficient and effective
police protection; as will guarantee good civilian administration; as will
assure maximum assistance to the United Nations refugee programme;
and as will protect and foster the economic development of the territory
and its people. (d/PY. 659, page 17)

(c) It is further Israel's expectation that the aforementioned responsibility of the
United Nations in the administration of Gaza will be maintained for a
transitory period from the takeover until there is a peace settlement, to be
sought as rapidly as possible, or a definitive agreement on the future of the
Gaza strip.


