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was in earnest and the liands of the administration
wouid be strengthened in the future negotiations with
tliem.

By the end of 1907 the Government had buit no less
than 544 miles of line and acquired 53 miles besides.
As time went on and thec construction policy proceeded
with unabated vigor, the prospects ýor a favorable set-
tiement with the Bell Company became ail the whule
brigliter. Less than a year ago a bargain *as finally
made, by which the entire Bell systemn within the Prov-.
ince was purchased at an average cost of $143 per phone.
Shortly before that, the Company had sold out to the
Manitoba Goverument and. had secured $218 per phone.

In the meanwhiie the work of readhing out into new
parts of the Province proceeded rapidly and by the be-
ginning of 1909 the government was operating close to
1.500 miles of teleplione lines and making it pay 50 weli
thÉat it was able as a New Year's present to annouLnce a
reduction in the rates which amein ts on an average v)
about 25 per cent. The demand for extensions is coin-
ingr fromn ail sections. Especigl encouragemnent is lx'.-
ing given to rural lines. A low rate lias been quoted for
ihese or but $15 per vear, the stipulation being tliat
there nst be one phone for ever 'v mile. In soine in-.
stances, so mudli is the privilege prized, f armers have
paid. for three phones in order to secure connection with
their market tow-n, which would exiable them to mnarket
their products, so mnuch more advautageously as well as
prove a general source of convenience.

All this lias taken place, let it be rememnbered in lee-s
than three years. What inay we not expect in thre
years more?-lleraid, Letbiridge, Alla.

Done

Government Reduces Phone Rates
Ail telephones in Manitoba, after April lst, will have

benefit of the reduced rate that was brouglit down in the
local legisiature just iately, the definite announcement
of whiclî lias been received with mucli satisfaction iu
Winnipeg and throughout the province. The following
officiai schedule of rates wiil be in force.

Winnipeg -
2 party line business, unlimited service....$39 .00
1 party uine business, and two cents per outcall 25.00
Joint users' business, now $25, reduced to,. .. 15.00
Singie Hne, residence, unlimited service, now

$30, reduced to.............25.00
2 party line, residence, unlimited service, now

$24, reduced to.............18.00
1 party line, residence, an(1 two cents per outcall 15.00
Joint uisers, residence, now $15, redueed to . .. 5.00
Extension rates in residences, wall or desk, uiow

$12, reduced te...............6.00
Brandon and Portage:

2 party line business, unlimited service....$27. 00
1 party line business, and two cents per outeali 17.50
1 party line residence, unlimited service, now

$25, reduced to.............20.00
2 party line, residenlce, unlimited service, now

$21, reducedto..............15.00
1 party lhue residence, and two cents per outcall 12.50)
Residence extension sets, desk or wali, niow $12,

reduc-ed te ....-.............. - ... ... 5. 00

,siuess, iinliimited service, nlow $24,

residence, unlimited service, now
$20 .00
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