
QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY JOURNAL.

have lcast niec to makçe tip unir 1ninds,
anid whîich prescrit the grcatest diffi-
culties to the inquirer atter truth.

Take, as anl exanmple, the forming
of a juidgmient on our felluw inen. We
irnight i)erhaps say tlîat the formation
of sucb opinions is not very often a
binding duty ; and, wheni we do forni
theln, this shouild be done with mulch
care and deliberation. It is related of
Queen Elizabeth that, at the endl of
lier long reigui, she was able to say
that she liaci xever forimed a judgnieît
as to the guilt of an accused person
111)01 the first reports that reached lier.
tt was a î)riiîcipie worthy of that great
Q ueen. On the other hand, it is a
sigîl of wealkness and incapacity whefl
persons are ready and eager to judge
thieir fellow men on the first testinoliy
that cornes uinder their notice; espec-
ially we shuild be sorry to add, wheii
the juldgmenlt is tinfavourable.

May we niot, then, say that hiere, as
in so rnany cases, lmmnility and devo-
tion, lOwiiness and painstaking, are
fundamental qualifications.

iii. Let us now sec whetlier there
are aîîv approved 1)ractical cotinsels
whicli inay in this matter bc our guide.

1. And we venture tu begin with a
very simple piece of advice, which.
however, is often greatly needeci. It
is this: Ont nwniiy points be content to
have no opinion at ail. The philoso-
pher Locke weli remarks that "nobody
is under an obligation to know every-
thing"; and yet the ordinary ruin of
fairiy educated men seeml to think that
they ouight 1to he ashanîed of being ig-
noranît of any subject whatsoever. if
wc recall wlîat we have hîear1 in
p)laces of social intercourse, where men
are accustomed to interchange opin-

ions, wc shall remleinber iow ilUeli, o11
every side, are ready tu give the lflust
(listillct and assured opinions of ecdi
an(l every topic that niay liapi)el to
colne ip, no n-atter how littie tbey inay
realîy çnoxv of the subjects under (lis-
cussion. Here and there an excep-
tionlly mfo(lest or thouightfil nman
Iight be foulid, reatly to conifess :"I

know very littie ablit that qulestioni,
and 1 ani 1111(er 1)o necessity to pro-
Ilounce 'poil1 it ;" but lie wonlci be ail
exception. Yet there is nu (lisgrace iii
l)einlg igniorant~ of nmany things-es-
Peciaîîy uf tliose tlilgs with wlichi
our 0wil Wurk in life is little concerni-
ed(1 it is, therefore, thîe part of wis-
(loin1 aniî commuan seuse, as well as of
l11tifility, to be Contente(l in îîîany,
cases, to form "10 opiniion at ail.

It is 'lot Of course intended to ad-
vise thiat men shouî(î refrainî froni
formnîg opinions when they i-ave suf-
ficient opporttunities andl means of do-
mng su; rnucih less that ini cases ini
which they are required to act, they
should act blindly, without coilsi(îer-
ing the grotnds and prilnciples upon,
which rational beings slîould base ail
their plans and actions. Buit what we
mean is tlîis, that where no clear duty
reqtlirCs uis to form an opinion, and
wliere, at the sanie tjiiie, we Ihave îio
great opportnnity of jtndg-iîîg we may
refuse to forni an opinion on subjects
which are matters of coîitroversy,
wvithout haviîîg ally reason for being
ashamed of 'lot arriviîîg at aîîy settied
opiniion o11 sncb subjects. There is no0
folly, nu stupidity, no cowardice--on
tîîe coîîtrary there may be the truest
intelligenîce aîîd courage in saying: i
have 'lot inl this case formed an opin-
ion, because 1 have had no opportun-


