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THE WIDOW’S PRAYER.
BY LYDIA H. SIGOURNEY.

The youthful maid--the gentle bride-~
The bappy wife, her husband’s pride,
Who meekly kneel, at morning ray,
The incense of their vows to pay,

“Or pour, amid their household train,
Fcom love’s full heart, the vesper-strain,
\What know they of her anguish’d cry,
‘Who lonely lifts the tearful eve? i
No sympathizing glance, to view

Her alter’d cheelk’s wnearthly hae—

‘No soothing tene, to quell the power
Of grief that bursts at midnight hoursy
O)h, God ! her heart is pierc’d and bare—
Have mercy on the Widow’s prayer!

Not like that mother’s heavenward sigh,
Who see’s her tond pretector nigh,

As hers, who, reft of eartitly truss,

Hath laid her besony’s lord in dust.
.Sleeps her young babe? but who shall share
4ts waking charms —its holy care?—

Who shield the daughter’s opening bloom,
Whose father moulders in the tomb ?

Her son the treacherous world beguiles,
W hat voice shall warn him of its wiles?
What strong hand break the deadly snare ?
"0, answer, heaven! the Widow's prayer!

TFor not the breath of prosperous days,
Tho’ warm with joy, or wing’d with praise,
E’er kindled such a living coal

Of deep devotion in the soul,

As that wild blast which bore away

Jts idol, to relentless clay ;

Anud for the wreath that crown’d the brow,
"Left bitter herbs, and hyssop bough—

A lonely couch—a sever’d tie—

A tear that time can never dry—

Unutter'd woe—unpitied care—

Oh, God? regard the Widow’s prayer!
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION.
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That education, if based upon religion, may be
‘expected to produce very different results from edu-
cation left to run riot for itself, or left only under the
flimgy guidance of intellecturl ‘cultivafion, is self-
evident, The great cause of the total inefiiciency of
“he latter for preservation, viz. the extremely small
3;3;“:311" 0"1‘1 'ma'nkmd over whom it ever can exercise
o sible influence, compared with the multitude,
i whom pleasure and excitement are the ruling
E‘:::lples, lf no ways applicable to religious feeling.
"ivatign"-la{" 1as not an understanding capable of cul-
valhibiss "ifl every man has a soul to be saved. Uni-
s univesrlslt 1e stimulus of the senses and passious,
- tsal, if early awakened, are the reproaches
hconscnence, and the terrors of judgment to come,
meep%zil{el was, in an especial manner, preached to
B eungt ouly are its Ieud'mg pl:mc}pleg ol_)vmus
ﬁndvthg‘n- “r’l ergtanding, but its principle incidents
i uumheay to every heart. Doubtless !here are
o1 i rstm every age, and especially in every
widfrenmi] vq whom all jis exhortations will he
e ‘interea:n, fm{i in whom' the seductious of
ot hiets efs}' or pleasure will completely extin-
G ot fie s fCt of hthe most pointed denunciations
But stil, thegn S bell er in this world or the rext.
‘Prevent from siur::\‘iner o ?hos? 5 A _religit.)n ity
parnbly greater thnngt’ﬁm reclaim from vice, 13 incom-
phy can affect, < ose whom‘sqxence_o_r philoso-
ry age of the world hasrool of this ig decisive. Kve-
of natioa fonsyised show{n numerous examples
by religious fervour ¢ Iﬂomeun.les to the last degree,
nobody ever heard g‘f tR;%cmrmn enthusiasm : but
science and philosophy. 'ehmngses being moved by
are very good lh'mgs,.hu; “e'mmlry‘:md mechanics
Wil on fire,. 1k detatt ey will never set the
gy i evident, therefore, that as

the 4 Jnregulated education consist i i
t works which ar @ i)

" are to de the people good
ike the paths of virt Bl o Lpoer
1 ue, dull and uninvit;

Outset, and are felt to be i s Surdang
i ! 0 be heneficial only in the end :
tile deleterious and exciting producti ike the
Iemprations of vice, are exciti ik e
e, ting and agreeable in the

fito them, stil nmeh would remain to be done to pre-

lio lead to sackcloth and ashes, when it is too Jate
ifw any effectua amendment of life or manners,-- we
lnust look for an antidote to this general and enor-
mous evily in seme counteracting principle‘of‘equa‘l!y
universal application and cqually vowerful efficacy.
The experience of ages, not less than the feelings of
our own hearts, tells us, thatthe only antidote 10
this evil is to be found in the intimate blending of
education with religious instruction It is by this
.unien wlone, thatthe antagonist powers of good and
evil can be equally developed by the powers of edu-
cation ; that the attractions of sin can be counteract-
ed by opposite principles of equal force and general
efficacy ; that we can give its true developement to
the principles of Christianity, and screen public in-
struction from the obvious reproach of adding force
to the dissolving powers in the many, and imparting
strength 10 the counteracting forces only in thfa fevlv.
These, accordingly, are the principles of M. Cousin
on this subject. ¢ Religion is, in my cyes, the best,
perhaps the only besis of popular iustruction. ]
Hknow a iittle of Enrope, and have never yvxmessed
any geod popular schools where christianity was a-
wanting. 'The more 1 reflect on the subject, the
more I am convineed, with the directors of the écoles
normades and the ministerial counsellors, that we must
{go hand in hand with the clergy, in order to instruct|
the people, and make religious educationa special
and large part of instruction in our pnmary.schools.
[ am not ignorant that these suggestiens will sound
il in the ears of some, and thatin Paris 1 shall be
looked upou as excessively devout; but it is from
Berlin, nevertheless, not Rome, that 1 write. He
{who speaks to you is a philosepher, onetooked upon
with an evil eye, and even persecuted by the priest-
hood ; but who knows human nature and history too
well not to regard religion as an indestructible pow-
er, and christianity, when rightly inculcated, as an
ossential imstrument for civilising mankind, and a
{pecessary snpport to those on whom society imposes
pard and humble duties, uncheered by the hope of
future fortune, or the consolations of self-love. Even
if this blessed union could be accomplished, ah.hongh
every school in the kingdom was blended with the
fundamental principles of Christianity, and every,
seven hundred persons in the empire had, according
(0 Br. Chalmers’ favourite scheme, a pastor allotted

knowledge fremn being an
addition to the lever by which vice undermines the
fabric of society ; still there would remain to sin the
advantage, always great, and in the latter stages of
society of peculiar efficacy, that it proposes immedi-
ate gratification to its votaries, and invites them to a
course of reading from which instantaneous excite-
ment or pleasure is to be obtained. The exciting and
dangerous part of the press in short, is in possession
of precisely the same al

vent the spread of mere

Jurement by which vice so
generally succeeds in overwhelming' the suggestions
of virtue; and the questio
religious education just comes back to the old combat
between the antagonist principles of virtue and vice.
Firmly believing, as we do, that the main reliance
of the friends of humanity in such-a cenflict, must
be Jaid i the forces and co-operation of religion,
we are by no means so sanguine as fo imagine, t!ml
in the greatest possible degree of church extension
and religious education, there 18 to be found any
thing like an effectual antidote to the poison wl}nch
Jurks in the fruit of the tree of knowledge. It isto
10 purpose to refer to instances of rural pastoral dis-
tricts, where virtue exists almost m)d'lsturlyed by
vice for centuries together in the simplicity of religi-
ous belief, and generation after generation pass
through their innocent span of life almost unstained
by erime. True, they do'80; but how long wquld
these same persous, innocent when not led m‘to
temptation, withstand the allurements of general
e(lucation, or a licentious press, anc’:em opulenc?,
and corrupted cities ? Not one week. — Blackwood’s
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DANGER OF 1GNORANCE.
There are fow villages in the country, which do not

present us specimens of the uneducated ; we mieet

him in the gin-shop and in the street; he is an idler,

a draukard, and a_quarrelor : we hecr of bim in ev;_’"'.’s'
; 1

riot, he is an ajder and abettor in every outrage.
family are slovenly; reciless, debased, wyem_hed' He
is a quarreler because a drunkard ; and he is & drun-
kard because he is idle. But why is he idle?  Be-

n betwixt secular and

has never been habituated to form judgments of these
thicgs. The powers necessary to form such judg-
ments have been neglected.  He hasnever been tanght
to examine, to inquire, to attend.. {le las become
passive. He feels the pressure of want broughton by
his own habits; but how ‘does he’ try to remedy it ?
All his lite he has been taught to spare, as much as
possible, his own exertions, and to bang, bezgar-like,
as much as possible, on those of others. He is the
slave, from laziness, of authority. 1t is not in a sud-
den emergency he is likely to throw it off. Al his
{ite he has sacrificed, with the short-sighted selfishness
of ignorance, the future to the present, and every in-
terest, public and private, to his own. e is turbu-
lent, but not independert : he talks of freedom, and
isa slave to every man and thing around. But indo-
lence is not a merely passive vice. Better o “ wenr
out” than to % rust out” has been truly said ; but hie
who “ rusts out” % wears out” too. No greater burden
than sloth ; no greater consumer of the spirit and body
of man, than doing nothing and having nothing to do.
Every day spent in inacuvity. renders action more
difficult ; every hour which does not add steals away
some instrument of virtue and happiness, and leaves
the sluggard more at the mercy of those visitations of
sickness and want, to which even tire indastrious are
exposed. Nor is this all.  Omission of duty soon he-
comes commission of erime. Painful reflections now
peset him. They are sought to be extinguished, but
not by reform. Conscience drives him to fresh vice.
This goeson fora time ; hut health, mieans, compauvi-
ons, must at last fail. Then it ig that he sees, for the
first tinie, how bootlessly he bas squandered away the
healthy morning-tide, the working hours of life.  He
has paid down existence, and all that makes existence
a glory and a good in advance. Body and soul ave
spent. He hecomes sullen and sour. Disappoint=
ments thicken upon him, and they ave all of his own
causing. His farm is covered with weeds, Ins shop
deserted, his children profligates and rebels, his house-
hold a hell. He gradually becomes an enemy to all
social ordinances, to law, justice, truth, good faith—
to all that makes community to man. He envies and
hates the good and happy 5 re looks on every check
as @ wrong, ou eyery prosperous manas a foe. - Whi-
{ther is he to rush for rescue from these encompassing
evils? The gospel he l!ever.updeljstood, and thero-
fore never practised. His religion is an hypacrisy or
a superstition. It affords him now no direction in his
errors. no cousolations in his afflictions. He finds in
it neither warmtli nor light. The religion he learnetl
hever penetrated to the spirit: it was a tinkling cym-
bal, a jargon of meaningless and profitless words,—

{But crime, which bad long been ripe in thought, is
at last on the point of bursting into act. - He is at last
Education has

v for every desperate attempt.
Bf:,,yhe‘fﬁ up gl the great principle of all modern rest-

lessness and disorder Is this the case? Let fums.
answer, Here are men uneducated enough, .;_r‘n_omm
enough, to procure the most perfect quiet, i igno-
rance and absence of education could produce n:-yﬂ
Yet it js from materials like these, that you are to (‘,\;
peet the tranquility and prosperity of a great n'f'mlo :
Is it in the nature of things, that out of materia s so
utterly evil, peace and !mppmess shogld eman{ntc{.‘—‘;
Private vice has but to make R_few-s.eps_t, m-“'?d'fvi_
proselytes, and it becomes p}lhllc con:.u‘pnon ;n?ce,.m
dual discontent wants only time andS( "-Tu'msi ;], L
spread out into geperal disorder. ll]l(" 1’1m:l‘( 2 fre
the real revolutionists; men ba()l and b ‘nh-‘“‘";ﬂ]c;‘i
cause they aré had—a huge loly;)helnugfiphiﬁ) Ay
and strong, wniting_ouly some crafty gma"‘,‘h w%m
thée monster on 8guinst society. N}nr mnsE éw‘ati’m.
likely to remain long unsupplied.— Wyse o ¢
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REGISTER OF MERITORIOUS SABBATH SCHOLAKS.

The Committee of Sab'hath_ School tenlchtel;ivn(? t:\t
i cting gnder the direction of the last : :
deidf tings of the teachers and other friends o
e mlee chool instruction, have opened a regisity
o es of meritorious scholars, male and fe-
forthe L us of becoming apprentices or servants,
DR des!;:ued schedales to the teachers of"rhe va-
o hweolchial and district Societies, to be fifled up
i o es, &e. of applicants. - The registry is to
g n?;:n the Religious Institution Rooms, Ge0T=e
o ker; and may be resorted to by masters an(i mis-
sy ho are in want of young persons 1o 0Ceupy

oW their disposal
situations at ; hedule, that the
the sche s
We observe, from a copy of he part of teachers

utmost caution will be requir:dt?;)ts s
s oiving i eir recommenaa y S
in giving 1 th igid serutiny

at employ-
before the

cause he has never felt the value of labour, the plea-

aut ‘
¢, und 1o every capacity, and are perceived only

sure of thinking, the joy ofa goed conscience. He

ers may depend upon a 1



