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regarded as flattery. Mr. Street tol<l me himself that the Half-breeds did
flot know how to deceive. So thoroughly hionest were they that but one
case out of the entire nuinher deait wvith songlit to secure what lie was flot
juStiy entitled to. In ait cases where ilf-breeds participated in the
rebellion, tbey frankly acknowledged it to the commissioners without
questioning, and resigniedly submitted to the consequences, which meant
exclusion fromn any share in the advantages accorded to the loyail ones.
This testimony froin gentlemen, who, bad cthey any leaning, it would likely
he in a direction favouùrab)le to the Government, inight also be regarded as
additional evidence that the Haif breeds would not rebel unless they had
sOine substantial reasenl for o doing.

Eternal vigilance is said to be the price of liberty ; but the llalf-breeds,
unrepresented as they were ini any representative institution of the country,
had no means of watching their own interests. They had no one to advo-
Cate their righits, and could onlly take wbat was given them. Thus tbey
Were at a disadvarjtage under which no other race, save the Redskin who
had the treaty to fall bacli upon, laboured. Iii going thus far to justify
their cause, 1 should not like to be understood as seeking to justify the
extreme means they resorted te in order te secure redress.

A Britisli subject who urîderstands the Constitution knows that recourse
cari be liad to the Crown, but every allowance sheuld be made for the

POordelued lalfbreds wo kew nothing about the Constitution, and

wVho, if left atonie, woutd neyer seek to inforrn themselves as to its pro-
isions. I cannot help th.inking, sometimes, that in a free country like

Canada a race if it chooses lias a Drigliit to esclbew civitization, and, s0 long
as it does flot interfere with the laws of the land, live in its own unique
Mlariner.

1Before discusaing the causes wbich led up to the outbreak, mention
Should be made of the gallantry disptayed by a race hitherto regarded as
lacking in courage and valour. In an unequat fight maintained against

troswell armed and fully munitioned, and being alrnost ten times as
1f11nierous, the Half-breeds displayed a bravery that would bave gratified
Wellington and a tact that coutd flot fail to please the Great Niipoleon.

Hlaving, as Il deem, fully dealt with the causes which led to the rebel-
l'On,' 1 will 110w refer to the resut ts-both of an immediate and prospective
character. The first result, therefore, was, as indicated previously, a
Partial redress of grievauces complained of ; but that redress came so late
tha.t muin and disaster was first spread in the once prosperous 1ocalities of
Batoche, St. Catharines and Duck Lake. It came so late that 'the best
11atf-bree settiernents in the Prince Albert district were broken up,
sIld in ail likelihood will neyer be renewed, for with characteristic
81uperstition and fear of the legislative power of the whites, the poor Métis

rna either desert the country attogether, or take another stride farther west
and Siettle in the Peace River counitry, wbere tbey can safely count on heing
U11m1olested for a decade or twe. Altbough scrip was scattered among the

~alf.reed
lionliabes with liberatity it will afford but a temperary relief. The rebel-

lolisbeen disastrous to them. Their hornes have been pillaged, their
e4ects, in the mnajority of cases, carried away ; they have no crops this
Y'sar, and main and starvation stare them in the face. True, the Govern-
"kent, thmough the Mounted Police and one or two other mediums, are
!naking a feeble attempt to relieve immediate distress, but if continued

khe forai of cbarity it must be at the expense of the self-respect of the

P1bic and that sunk ttîey have little incenitive for which to work. Some
Plbiwork begun by the Goverrument in the disaffected district, te aflord

er'Ployment, and thereby the mnuas of subsistence to thie Half-breeds lias
ý8n suggcested, but it is douhtful if even that îvould eciLet the desircd result,

for the Métis are very prend, and ig(ht decline, if they knew it, to work
for a Goverriment which. they considojr lias treated thema se badly.

When the rebellion first broke out a cry of alarm was sent up that it
WOld Check immigration, and that thereby the prospects of the country

would bece Mr narred. Citizeils looked .to the relief that would be

.fredby the money broîîgbt itîto the country by immigrants, and when

thy aw the cup dashed froin ttieir lips they were loud in their lamenta-

di, .But what was regarded as a disaster proved to be a blin Mn
th gIset regarded in the liglit of ternporary financial relief. The millions

serve ersqunee inuppoe and transport, the liosts of old time-
re h received lucrative positions, ani the not less number of sharks

Whf M'r affomded an opportunity of glutting thenselves with treasure out
oft'Public trough, was indeed a Ilshower of l)lessings " for which tbis

coutry lias reasonto neta ofl 1 matter what the cost may be to the
il.îno at large. Temporary relief was an important desideratum to the

e'Zens3 here, anid a degyree a thousand per cent. greater than would have
been a.'Orded by the immiration that we iight have secured was obtained

firoun the rebellion. Fariners readily disposed of hay and oats at a good

i8u*rand with a team earned ten dollars a day. Contractors made money

fae'dy, 8tore-keepers sold their gools, railway companies had a harvest,
'g'ihter 5 get their ewru figures, and thus the mrnoey was scatttered broad-

ý%81 Oer heland. Viewed as an imnediate resuît this was a most
in 'PortanIt On, te the people cf tbis country. Judging fromi the forciga
eltIiri-e8 made of the Goverrinimit ad ladcmais for tend, it is quite

identtita the dveriiit given the Nortli-West abroad through the

rQn"lOf the rebellion bias doue the country more good in brinigiflg it

POtîlut doi a fore foreign powers than a hundred immigration agents

cou ndin~ aMany years. As the Red River Rebellion did so miuchi in

Jtb a î P the~ Country si) thje Rebellieni cf 1885 wvill have a smlî tet
as been said that ai, important resuit will be the building Up cf antoa

0titIxent:. 'r0 those wII), bclieve iii tbe future of Canada under the preserit
Onfedertiol s ste nul, a contention mnay have considerable force, but

t4 fbts(and tere are a great înaly who tbink so) wbo perceive ta

boifin tis country is linkied by nature to the future ofthneg-

R'iPublic the contention carrnes little weigtit indeed.
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There are scores of miner consequences wbicb must follow sncb an
event as a rebellion, such as the eflèct upon the ludiaus, the polîtical
and social results, etc.; but it will be to every Canadian a source of con-
congratulation that a inest searching inquiry into the administration of
affairs in the North-West must of necessity folloxv in order that the root cf
the cvii witl be got at and the disease cured. Lt is very unfortunate for
Sir John Macdonald and his Goverîîuïeît tîtat tlîey have not been more
judicieus in the selectien of officers who have been adîninistering the
pelicy cf the Governmnent iii this country for years past, and te wbose
culpable aegligece aud cupidity the rebellion is doubtless due. It surely
ieust have been tbat Sir John wvas deceived in his nmen here, or was too
nîucb absorbed with ether matters cf state to attend te the complaints that
are sure to have peured inte the Govemument frein the Territories, for lie is
certainly pessessed cf sufticient tact te avert sudh a disaster had lie known
positively it was pending. Perliaps it was tlîat hoe could net trust bis
agents bere, andse disregarded the warnings which înany of tbem assert
they sent te Ottawa. Be this as it may, every Ner'-wester sincerely hopos
that the inquiry which must be mnade wilt resnlt in the establishment cf a
pelicy under wlîich the Nortli-We(st will be accorded fair play, and will be
allowed the privileges in regard te railways and other matters she must
enjoy before she cen attain te lier just degree of development.

The last, and te my mind the mest important, censequence which inust
fcllow will be the final cpenin g up and comnptete develcpment cf this x'ast
beritage cf man, the capabilities and resources cf wbich are but diîmly
compreliended by even the best-inforîned in regard te the country. Crazy
as Louis Riel appeered wlien bie addressed the Coàrt at Regina, urging
reasens why sentence should net be passed upon him, bie struck a key-nete
wben bie said that the people cf the eamtb must scon recegnize and oocupy
the North-West. Lt was a lieritage provided by Providence for the
increasing millions and mutst soon be taken up. The attention of foreiga
pewers directed te the country by the recent war within its border8 will.
be riveted bere, investigation will fellew, and suddeniy Caniadiens xvili
ewaken to the fact thet tbey have within their confines a territcry vast,
fertile and full cf resource.

One ;vord mere: La lis speech et Regina Louis Riel sai<l that lis
mission here was te bring about Il practical results." It inatters little now
whether the misguided and ambitieus rebel be hanged or net ; but the
people cf Canada will yet.ackncwledge that that speech cf bis xvas pýo-
phetic, and that "lpracticai results " indeed were brougbt about by the poor
Haîf breed who was hemn within the sound cf the chimes cf Sr. B, niface-
Louis Riel. R. L. RICHARDSON.

SMALL-POX IN M1ONTJEAL.

MONTREAL, Aur'ust 29.
MONTREAL is suffering very severely from small-pox. Her death-rate

bas doubled in consequence cf the epidemic, bier commerce is seriously
impaired, and the opening cf lier schoois is postponed. The prevenitability
of it ail makes the most grievous feature cf the case. A Pullman-car porter
arrives iii the city stricken with small-pox, lie is placed in an open ward in
an hospital with other patients, and cf course the disease spreads disas-
trously. Bat wby, it may be asked, did not general vaccination hold the
smalt-pox in check, as in ctber cities of the civilized worid 1 More than a
sentence will be needed for an answer.

0ur French Canadian population lias a pre udice against vaccination
for two reasons. La past epideiis there bave been dràadful cases cf
disease commuaicated tlirough impure vaccine; and as recently as three
mentbs ago there have been more instances of the kind. These cases have
been fastened upon by some cf our physicians, wbo eitber disregard
the immense balance of evidence in faveur cf vaccination, or who look
upon it wben conipnlsory as a breadli cf individuel rights. A mudli more
active measen than tbis, however, exists. The Roman Catholie priests
regard small-pox as a puaisbment for spiritual offences, against whîcb
material mens cf Protection would be wrong,-nay impicus. They -do
net openiy oppose vaccination, but they do net use their vast power te pro-
mote it. Coniseqnently the epidenîic bas slain but few victimis cutside
their fold. 0f these the great majority bave been infants and young
cbildren, that, duly baptized, have, without doubt, passed te cetestial. hliss.
And among a fecund race, with whom poverty is the mule, grief at the
deatb cf ofIspring soca passes into resignation.

As usual in epidemics, the death-rate frein diseases other than that
specially prevalent, lias fallen off, especially amow, childreni under five. A
word here as te the ordinamy death-rate of Montreal, wbich is high. That
deatlî-rete parallels an uncemmonly hilgh birth-rate, and is swollen by the
returns from the Foundling Hospital cf the Gray Nannery. That institu-
tien is a striking examipte cf the perversion cf benovolenco when unguided
by wisdom. To its wicket are brougbt every week ten to tweîîty infants,
frein net oaly tbe city, but the surrotinding, country as far as Qiuebec and
Ottawa. Even Great Britain lias sent in its quota. Frequentiy bora
witbout the pbysiciani's came, transinitted in valises and boxes, the wretdhed
infants require the instant application of the baptismal toucb lest their
frail bodies be left bebind by unregenerated seuls. Can phiilantlîropy and
religion lif t tbe suspicion of murder from ail this

ilow sincerely the small pox epidcmnic is regarded by the Roman Catholic
Church as a sceurge not to be fouglîit witb camtai weapous is clear frein the
Bishîop's order that prayers bu offered te St. Rochi, the saint who is believed
te be specialiy clîarged with the relief cf epideinics. 'Po a tbeocratic
explanation of the disease the Frencli-Canadian is apt te join an inidifler-
ernee te it, as an infliction whicb is truly enougb painf ni, but about as
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