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THACKERAY'SPLACEIN LITERATURE.

The literary carcer of Williamm Makepeace
Thackeray has not s few special features of
its own that it is interesting to note at once.
Of all the more eminent writers of the Vie-
torian age, his life was the shortest—he died
in 1863 at the age of fifty-two, the age of
Shakespeare. His literary career of twenty-
8ix years was shorter than that of Carlyle, of
Macaulay, Disraeli, Dickens, Trollope, George
Eliot, Froude, or Ruskin. It opened with
the reign of the Queen, almost in the very
year of ‘‘ Pickwick,” whose author stood be-
side his grave and lived and wrote for some
years more But these twenty-six years of
Thackeray’s era. of production were full of
wonderful activity, and have left us as many
volumes of rich and varied genius. And the
most striking feature of all is this—that in
these'twenty-six full volumes in so many modes,
prose, verse, romance, parody, burlesque, es-
say, biography, criticism, there is not one
which can be put aside as worthless and an
utter failure ; not one that falls from his con-
summate mastery of style; not one that is
irksome to read, to re-read and to linger over
in the reading.

This mastery over style—a style at once
simple, pure, nervous, tlexible, pathetic, and
graceful—places Thackeray among the very

reatest masters of Knglish prose, and un-
ﬁoubtedly us the most certain and faultless of
all the prose writers of the Victorian age.
Without saying that he has ever reached
quite to the level of some lyrical and apoca-
lyptic descants that we may find in Cuarlyle
and in Ruskin, Thackeray has never fallen in-
to the faults of violence and turgidity which
their warmest admirers are bound to confess
in many a passage from these our two prose-
poets. Carlyle is often grotesque ; Macaulay
can be pompous; Disraeli, Bulwer, Dickens
are often slovenly and sometimes bombastic ;
George Eliot is sometimes pedantic, and Rus-
kin has been stirred into hysterics. But
Thackeray’s Knglish from the first page of his
first volume to the last page of his twenty-
sixth volume, is natural, scholarly, pure, in-
cisive, and yet gracefully and casily modulat-
ed--the language of an Knglish gentleman of
calture, wit, knowledge of the waorld, and
consummate case and self-possession.

And what is a truly striking fact about
Thackeray’s mastery of style is this—that it
was  perfectly formed from the beginning ;
that it hardly cver varied, or developed, or
waxed in the whole course of his literary
career ; that his first venture as a very young
man is as finished and as ripe as his very latest
piece, when he died almost in the act of writ-
in the words : ““and his heart throbbed with an
exquisite bliss.” This prodigious precocity in
style, such uniform perfection of exact com-
position, are perhaps without parallel in Eng-
lish literature. At the age of twenty-six
Thackeray wrote “The History of Sanuel
Titmarsh and the great Hoggarty Diamond.”
It was produced under very melancholy con-
ditions, in the most unfavourable form of pub-
lication, and it was mangled by editorial neces-
sities. And yet it can still he read and re-
read as one of Thackeray’s masterpicces, tri-
fling and curtailed as it is (for it may be print-
ed in one hundred pages); it is full of wit,
humour, scathing insight and fine pathos in
the midss of l)uliwsque, as is ‘¢ Vanity Fair”
itself. It is already Thackeray in all his
strength, with his *“Snobs,” his *“ Nobs,” his
fierce satire and his exquisite style.

This exquisitely simple, casy, idiomatic
andnervous style marks all Thackeray’s work
for his twenty-six years of activity, and is
cqually perfect for whatever purpose it is
used, and in whatever key he may choose to
compose  One is tempted to enlarge at length
on the merits of Thackeray’s style, because it
is in his mastery over all the resources of the
English language that he surpasses contem-
porary prose writers. And it is a mastery
which isequally shown inevery form of composi-
tion. There is a famous hit of Byron’s about
Sheridan to the effect that he had written
the hest comedy, made the finest speech, and
invented the drollest farce in the English
language. And it is hardly extravagant to
say of Thackeray that, of all the Englishmen
of this century, he has written the best com-
medy of manners, the best extravaganza, the
best burlesque, the hest parody, and the best
comic song. And to this some of his admirers
would add, the hest lectures and the best
critical essays.
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Perfectly tasteless, elegantly coated,
purge, regulate, purify, cleanse and
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SICK HEADACHE, FEMALE COMPLAINTS,
BILIOUSNESS, INDIGESTION, DYSPEPSIA,
CONSTIPATION,
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All Disorders of The Liver.

Observe the following symptoms re-
sulting from diseases of the digestive
organs : Constipation, inward piles, ful-
ness of blood in the head, acidity ot the
stomach, nausea, heartburn, disgust of
food, fulness of weight of the stomach,
sour eructations, sinking or fluttering of
the heart, choking or suffocating sensa-
tions when in a lying posture, dimness
of vision, dots or webs before the sight,
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Minard’s Liniment Lumberman’s Friend.

When Dublin Cathedral was reopened, after
restoration at the expense of a Mr. Wise, the
archbishop took for his text, (o thou and
do like Wise.”

A writer on political economy says, ¢ It’s
the little leaks that tell.” *¢Yes, indeed; @
little leek will give you away as fast as an
overgrown onion.”

Buttons : The couunt gave me a dollar t0
tell him truthfully if Miss de Riche was at
home. The Maid: And did you? Buttons:
Not much! I told Miss de Riche about it
and she gave me a dollar to tell him she was
out.
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MANITOBA.

Tur Frex Priss, Winnipeg, is the oldest
newspaper in the Canadian Northwest an
has a larger daily circulation than all the
other Winnipeg daily papers combined.

Tae Dary Frug PrEss circulates in every
town reached by rail between Lake Su-
perior and the Mountains.

Tiur WeekLY FReEe Press has the largest
circulation amongst the farmers of the
Northwest of any paper.

ADVERTISERS can reach the people of Manl
toba and the Territories most effectually
by means of the FrREk PRESS.
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