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THACKERAY'S PLACE IN LITERATURE
The literary caret-r of Wiiliain Makepeaci

Thackeray litas nul a. few special features o:
its own tiet, it (s interesting to note at once
0f ail the mtore eusinent w riters of tise Vie
torian age, bis lite w-as tue shortust-bu die(
itt 18(13 at bbc ge cf fifty-two, the age o]
iShakespeare. Hi iturary career of bwenty.
six years iras sîsotur blau tisat of Carlyle, o;
Macaulay, l)israeli, l)ickens, Tt-oilopu, George
Eliot, Fronde, or Rtuskiu. Lt opeucci witl:
tbc ruign of bte Qtecît, alttîst iu the "cr3
year of "lPinkmiek," w bose autitor stood bie
side bis grave aud lived aud w-rote for soinE
yuars more Butt tîtese îwcnby-six years of
Tbackeray's era of production weru fuit of
wonderful aetivity, attd have left us as tuatry
volutmes cf ricît atid varietl genus. Anti thue
nîcsb striking fuatute of ail is tiis--thaýt is
bbesc'îwetity-six futll volsuttes it s auaîy mîoties,
prose, verse, romtatnce, jîaroly, butrlesque, es-
Say', lnograplty, eritic nis, tîtuu i s tiot citei
wiîici cati lie put asidi- as worbbluss atîi an
ittter failuru tîtît ctte tat faIts frot ls cou-
stiittiatc titastery tif style ; itot otie titat is
irksîîtuc to ruait, to ru reail atnd tsi litîger tîver
in bbc tuatliîg.

Titis tnaStet-yý ut er style a style at Ouce
sitmple, pure, ' scrvîîss, flexible, liathutie, atîd
grauefoil plaýes 'Ihlackeray atnoug the very
I ruateat masters tif Iigii pr-ose, anti ttt
t outbteîtly ils tue tîsost certain atîd fastttss of
ail the prose writurs of thu Victorian agu.
Witltost, sayintg ticot lie lias uvet- recubed
qstitu to tue lut-el tof sote lyrical atid apoca-
lyptie ilescalits tîtat wu ita3' fitte ils Carlvle
anti ii Ruskin, 'T'hackc-ray litas tievur fallen iu,
bu titu fanîts tif s toletîcu attd ît-gidity ithicli
tîtuir vtartitcst î Iinirel-ts are bsîtîîl( to confuss
ils ttîaty a iiiassage- firont thes tilts two prose-
Ilouts. Ca-lyle ta îîftutî gi-otesqune ; Mtlactty
eaui bu pomponus i)is8racli, Bltwetr, l)ic-kens
arc often stos etly atnd sotietities botiibitstic;
Georgue Eliot bs stîitcbitîîus puilauf iî, auti Rut-
kmn bs bucti stirre ito Itysteries. Wt
Tbaecray's Eiglii frotît the first, piage if lis
first vtolume to tîtu laýit p <go of bis ttsetity-
Sixth volsîme, is nattt-rs, schtAariy, puire, iii-
oisive, ansi yeb graefstily atnd uesil3 ttoîstlat-
cd Ibhe lanuîagu of aut Ibîglisît gettletman of
cuslture, wit, lsiow-ic-gu oîf titi worlît, atîl
cousu"îmtte nase atîd suIf possessioti.

Andt whist N a trsîly strikttg faut, aloti
ThaekeraIy'S iîistury tif style is titis -tlost it
was perfettly fîrtieî ftrotnt tîte bugiînîigiý
tisat it tiaritlye- uvursariud, tor devulopeil, or)l'
waxcri itt blite wll i-out-se of tus iiterary
cat-uer ; that Itis fit-st venturte as5 a î-cry 3 osîug
utîst is as tittisîtild attîl rit-pe as his sut-y labuot
iliece, wlscu lic <hed alîtost in tbe aut of wrtt-
ln the wcrîts : Oattt lus heuart tbrohbt witb at
eXijuisîu hiiss." 'lis proîhgious prcciby itî
style, sncb unifortu perfectiotn ut exact cotit-
position, arc peritajs w'îitt parallel ils Eng-
lisîs liburaturu. At titu agu ut twettty-six
'laukuray wrîtiu "'''lie f isttîrx of Satîssîci
Tittuarst antît tise gruat Hsîggarby Ditotidi)I"
lb suas itrodîscet sîntet- s uty ttselatieholy cou-
dtiois, tu the tiot ttftNotitrable fortuof pusb-
liceationt, andî il w'as tîîasîileîi ty cliboriai licues-
sittes. Atit yet it i et stili lie tuail attu t-
read as oine 0i Tlacieta's asturpicces, tli
tlitg atîî i-îtttailuit as il, ta (for i t tîîay lic pt-ittt
es inu Onue liiîuilre pages) ; it is fsull oîf suit,
humtîosut, seat i tt itîsigit tand1( filtic pathos iti
bte iist tof hînrïes 1 tc, as t s 'l ' aîîty Fait-
itscîf. It ta alî-eaity Thac-keray itt ail lus
sbrcngth, witii h s 'I'l o hlis Il' Nous, ' h 10
tierce Sastire atîî ii uxq iisibu style.

i bis cxtj tisite3- sittîplu, eas3-, iiiiottiatîc
anduervous style inîarks ail 'i'ackcray's work
for bis bweltty-six yuts ot ativit.-, ant i
csînaliy perfect for witatcet- putîtosu it is
ssd, atseiilu witatever key le tttay eltoosu to

Compose Onu is tutuptuil to ettiargeut aIingtiî
on bte merits of 'Thaceray's style, because it
is in lus nîasbery over ail bue resourees of the
Englisb lattgtage tisat lieusîrpîasses Contut-
porary prose writers. Aîsd it is a tîastur3 -
wiie isetjualiy siîown itîuvuryforttt ofcomiposi-
tion. 'Plire is a fatîstts b)it of B3'ron's about
Shseridian to the cItent that hie bail writtets
tise best coinest3 , matie tise flnest Speech, anti
inventesi tite srollest farce in tite Englisi
language. Ant i(t is itas-îiy extravagatnt to
say of Th'ackeray tiîat, of ail tite Englisbtn
of this century, hic lias w i tet ie best coitn-
medy of nianîsers, tite hîcst ext-as-agauza, bbe
best bîurlesque, tsu iîest paru'iy, atl the Lest
comie song. And to tbis soute cf bis adtmtrers
wcnld add, the liest lectures andl the lîesb
critical essays.

fWALTER BAKER & CO.
The Largest Manufacturera o!

- PURE, HICH GRADECOCOAS AND CHOCOLATES
On tht. Conttuent have reoewved

E HIGHEST AWAROS
frotm lb. great

e dutrial aad Food
r EXPOSITIONS

-/Unlike the Dutet, 5ruces, nu Aia-
lce or uther Cheuirteo De are
uRed lu an y uf their prepactiooe.

Theh dettetnue BREAKFAST COCOA le abeaÎtey
pure and oohibe, and costs teest than ane cent a cup.

UO0LD BY GROCER8 EVERYWHERE.

WALTER BAKERIàCO. DONCHESTEILMRAM

RADWAYS PJLLS,
ALWAYS RELIABLE,

PURELY VEGETABLE.

Perfectiy tasteless, eiegasîtly coated,
purge, regulate, purify, cleanse and
strengCtcýn. Radway's Pilla for the cure
of ail disorders of tise Stousaci, Bowlea,
Kiliieys,, Bladder, Nervous Dîseases,
Dizaiiess, Vertigo, Costis-eneas, Piles,

650K HEADACHE, FEMALE COMPLAINTS,
BILIOUSN5JSS, INDIGESTION, DYSPEPSIA,

CONSTIPATION,
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suiting frous diseases of the digestive
orgas: Constipation, inward piles, fui -neas of blood in flie hiead, acîdity ot the
atoîuaeh, siausea, Ileartisurti, disgust of
food, fuities of weiglit of the stousacbi,
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tise lseart, ehiokiiîg or suffoc-atinsg senssa-
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A few (dose,; of IIADWAYS PILLS
wiii free thei systeti of. ;ll tise aisove

jWhen Dublin Cathedrai was reoperied, after
restoration at the expense of a Mr. WVise, the
archbisbop took for bis teat, ''Go, thou and
do0 like WVise."'

A writer on politisai euonomny says, I' It's
the littie leaks that teIl" Il Yes, indeed ; a
littie leek trili git e you away as lest as ail
osui-grown onion."

Bsttots:'l'he ctit gave mie a dotllar to
tell hii trutlîfuliy if Mýiss (le Riche was st
hontie. 'l'le NL]aidl Ant id ytiti3e Buttons:
Not mnucli I told Miss (ie Riche about it,
anti site gave tue a tioliar to teli him she stas
ont.
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