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uneurpassed eticiency as a departmental officer. Posseeeed

of an extremely bi'ight and nulble intellect, lie lias aiso

that unusual accompaniment of higli talent, the capacity

for nnlimited Ildetail " and drudgery. Indeed hie industry

je so great that it j in i teelf a most valuable talent. There

is nothing superficial about hie qualities ; ahl hie attain-

mente are solid. leienj equally at home in drafting or in

debating a parliamentary measure, and lie can make an

eloquent speech ae easily -ts lie can report one.

Gifted witli sucli rare ability, wliy sliould not the mont

accompliehed lieutenant of Sir John Macdonald succeed

the veteran chef tain as leader of the Conservative party I

There are two objections which miglitlie urged against

such a selection. In tlie tiret place, Sir John Thompeon je

a Roman Cathlic, and on that g-round hie selection as

leader would be unpopular with some people. But while

lie religions views would bie regarded by a few fanatie in

Ontario and some of the other provinces as a most serious

objection to hie elevation to the position of leader, it je not

probable that tbe great mass of the Protestante of Canada

would lie influenced by it in the ligliteet degree. There

are many indications that the Protestante of this Dominion,

whle insisting on being considered honeet and sincere in

their own religions opinions, are begnning to recognize

the equal prasumptive bonesty and sincerity of those wlio

difler from theui and to manifest a broad and generous

spirit towards their fellow-countrymlen of the old Churcli

who are true to the liglit God lias given them. Moreover

the leader of the Liberal party in himself an adherent of

the sanie Churcli to which Sir John Thompeon belonge, se

that the prejudices of any fanatical element in Canada

could be safely ignored.
That point; disposed of, je there any reason at ail why

the selection of Sir John Thompeon as leader of the Con-

servative party wonld not le a judicions one?' There is

jut one other objection wliich basn sometimes been urged

with considerable plausibility when the namne of Sir Johnr

Thoînpeon lias been mentioned as the coming leader. A

political leader to be succeseful muet possees tbe capacity

for creating enthusiaem in the ranke of hie own party

and a warm personal allegiance among lies own lieutenants.

t)oes Sir John Thompeon lack that eseential quality i 1

cannot answer tbat question,.lie certainly does not

possese that magnetic quality in the samie degree as Sir

John Macdonald ; indeed what politician doesl The old

Premier je a perfect master of the art of managing men.

He will listen with pro found attention to the maiden effort

of some young Conservative member of the liouse of

Commons, and no matter how the young memiber may

stamîner in hie speech and talk the flattent nonsense, tbe

Premier je pretty certain to slip around at the conclusion

of the speech, and, with a friendly slap on the back, con-

gratulate hie young friend on hie Ilbrilliant eloquence"

and bis "lirresistible argnments." If a follower getsa

littie sore about nome grievance Sir John A. Macdonald

lias a wonderful knack of eoothing hie sorenese by meanf

of a playful poke in the ribs, a funny story and an a8ssi

ance not too definite that the grievance will receive every

consideration from hi. On the other hand, the Mjniste

of Justice bas a conspicuouely cold and reserved manner

It je difficult to imagine hiru patting anyone on the bacl

and it in impossible to picture him poking anyone in ti

ribe! It lias been stated that lie lardly knows aIl ti

inembere on hie own side of the bouse. This doultlesse

due, net to any foolieh affectation or pride, but toi

reserved manner which je just as mucli a part of bi

natural disposition as hie dignity or hie courtesy. Thos,

-who know the Minister of Justice best dlaim that, althonî]

his manner seems cold, there could lie no more kin

hearted, sincere, or steadfast friend. Heie j now in thi

prime of pbysical and intelectual vigour and lias alread,

Rhown that lie possesses miany of the qualities of an ides

statesman, and if, froni constant association witli hie frien

the Premier, bie acquires some of that distinguished gent1 i

ian's capacity for keeping people in good humour, th

Minieter of Justice may eventually become a mont enccesi

fui political leader. Whulehli asnot the tremendoi

force of that political Titan, Sir Charles Tupper, or the ma

sive and versatile intellecttial ity and compreheneivenes

the Hon. Edward Blake, yet lie always Iringe to bear upc

every portion of his political and departmental duties

steady sagacity and a coneummate clearheadedness unequs

led by any mnan in Canada. It is said, however, that1

doos net care for politics and if that statement lie true1

will neyer make a succeseful leader of hie party. Eme

son telle us that nothing great was ever achieved witi

entliueiasm, and it certainly je nt necessary to be a pr

found philosopher to know that in the field of politics

leader, to lie successfitl, muet not only lie enthusiast

huiself but a cause of enthnsiaem in others. According

recent statements in some (Jonservative newspapers

appears probable that Sir John Thoîpson may 80,

abandon politice; and go to England as a member of t

Judicial Committee of the Privy Council. Hie talen

hie indomitable industry and hie magnificent practii

training combine to make hi eninently quaiified for th

higli position, and it je no exaggerated estimate of1

legal attainments toe ay that in discliarging the duties

sucli an exalted position hoe will show himself the peer

any of hie judicial brethren. Hie retire ment from polit

in hie 47tli year, to occupy a seat in the ableet judic

tribunal in the world, wold lie an appropriate concluî

to a political career unique in the swiftneee of its suce(

its eymmetry and serenity.
In 1870, when a yonnig barrieter, Sir John marr

Miss Annie B. Affleck, of Halifax. lielias a large fan
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b-is eldeet son, John, now eighteen yeare of age, recently

underwent, with brilliant snccees, the matricnlation exani-

ination of the London University, and it je said intenda

to follow the profession in which hie distinguished father

lias won the higbest honoure. W.

Halifax, N. S.

IN THE NOR'-EASTERý

NATURE's a-shiver. Grini and stiff and gannt

As frozen sentry stands eacli eleet-smote tree

ChilI cattle huddle under kindly lee;Y

The woods are ient-huehed each chirp and chant

In mournful union. Every pleasant haunt

0f ecent and gambol. where in past-time glee

Sported and toiled the squirrel and the bee,

Ie stark and empty as the home of want.

IUnder the ash-gray fences drifted snow

Gleame ike teeth shown in anger. Shreds of hlue

Patch the dun sky, aud let the sun look tbrough;

While froni the clouds of muet that roll below,

Filling eacb pause the sonorous guets between,

The tnmbling waters lift their voice unseen.

Kingston. ANNIE RoTIiWELL.

THE RAMBLER.

A MONG curiositis of criticsî-things I ave a peiclant b3
Ilfor collecting-may come the following statemient i(

from an oid number of the Contemporary Review whuch I

uneartbed the other day. Speaking of George Meredith,

the unknown writer (siîply unknown because the title-

page of the number is gone and the page witli authorsg

name likewise) aye: I"He je the greatest wit this country

bas produced." . . . Mr. Stevenson calîs "Ilioda Flem-

ing " the trongeet thing in literature since Shakespeare '

died. . . . l He je the greateet of ail the wits, for bie is

greater than bis wit." And eo on.i

Now, wliat je thie but the opinion of one individual-

wbose opinion te not worth mudli ! I. think, myself, it

amounts to rulibieli. To proclaim Mr. Meredith as the

greateet wit England lias poduced i not only to exolude

Swift and Sheridan, but tol exclitde Shakespeare. If

IlRhoda Fleming " le the strongeet thing [n literatuire siîîce

Shakespeare died, wliere muet we place Carlyle, the Brown-

ings, Byron at hie lest, George Eliot et al? Sucl

remarks as these îay do very well for Samoa but tbey

are out of place in a prominent Engieli periodical. Flow-

ever, tliey serve as specimens of floating criticism, most of

whichie, and always bas been, hasty, partial and inaccurate.

Many of us well may exclaim : save ne from our friende

I think that criticism je noever wliolly acquired, but

that it lias some of the lements of a gif t. I hiave known

well-read people, very welinforined people-hesitate wben

you ask tbem about a new writer or a recent book-besi-

tate-not fmrom a ceai and Christian wisli to say the trutl-

but from ebeer incapDacity to Ilplace" the book or the

author without collusion as the mind-readers say. Stich

bave not the gif t of critical insighit, instantaneous flashing,

intuitive. Certainly 1 do not mean to exait unduly the

glil reviewing style of talk-perfectly despicable and alto-

gether intolemable, this latter. But witliout anticipating

lator and non-contemporaneous verdicts, people wbo ead

and think at aIl should and muet have some opinions of

their own. As to airing themn-perliaps tliey are rigbt in

veiliniz theni, at least from me, othemwise I might go home

and write theni into the Il Railler." The trutl isj that

there are about as many genuine and trustwortliy critîein

a century as there are prime donne. Shaîl we allow four-

five-thmee-how manyl One of the lest articles ever

wmtton on thie euject was Professor Cburcli"a spirited

Bdefence of Il Criticiem as a Trade " in theNineteenth Cyen-

* tur y--I think-about a yeam and a-half ago. A capital

sthing, by the way, froin the Saturday Rsview'8 point of

-ý view-not from the author's-is an article in a recent

fissue entitled Il bomer, Fin de Siécle." t is in the genuine

ri good old skcdge.hammer style, and wilI provoke laugliter

aat once. In fact, it iii far funnier than any comic pro.

j- duction of the week ending January 24. But that wouild

e be no new thing.

- 0f course, 1 went to the " Gondoliers." I was exceseively

ýt sorry afterwards, for you can do wondecs witli the piano

)_score at home,1 and 1 knew ail the lest thîngs in it already

a liy beart. Hlowever, I weakly went. When the curtain

ic rose on the Stage Peaeantry (vide Jerome) and the jnan'l

o0 platitudes of the music trickled forth froni the tliroats of

t tliose conscientiolle supers, îingled witli the toues of an

In upriglit piano, it dawned upon me that the performance

le wae 80 faulty that it lecame fac more mirth-provoking than

8, Gilbert or Stillivan ever intended it eliould lie. The lest

al eong was left eutirely ont. The most melod ions and

t charming duet wae left ont. A deteetabie comic (î) song was

jes iutmoduced, also a couple of Italian selectione. Altogether

of it was a travesty and 1 hope 1 shahl neyer have to endure

of auything like it again. What in the world is wrong witl

ýc American humour wlien cl a horror as that despicall

ýa ditty, IlBirdie," jes profered to the graceful satire of oui

on only librettist 1 People flock to sucli a performance and

scorne away disgnsted, talkiug of the decadence of Gilbert

and Sullivan and as very few attain to the possession of a

od score, who is to lanie tlieî for not knowing better 't A.

v.it stands witliout interpolation the IlGondoliers " containf

mu
its

isc
je

niý
it

tih

So
se,
M

wi

pi
si
R

ci
a]
aq

S

si

F]CBttUIBY l3th, 1i9l.

ich that is delightf ni, although inferior in originality

ýpredecessors. The parodies of the old Italian

itedthrough both acts are exceedingly clever. Te

another parody of an old English glee. There are '«'

ewitching duete, one of which was senng upon the op6I'0

ght and left ont the rest of the week, p'resumably becs"h"

bwas over the heads of the audience. So af ter ail we are

imply working in a circle. The melancholY truth il

Lat Gilbert and Sullivan require a cultured audience.

Mr. GergeGrossmit .h, once t .he chief ornafiený th,

ivoy, bas been presented by the Queen with a 'watch sei

et in diamonds, surrounded by a garter, and beariflgth

otto-' 110ni soit qui mal y pense." Mr. Gil .bert, it 18

el known, bas bound bimself to supply the Lyric. Thetr

itb a comic opera, to be written in collaboration, <'th

Ur. Alfred Cellier, next Septeniber. No doubt, a new S%çI

)iece will be laid on the stocke, and, in the nstae

ir Arthur can console hiniseif with the visonl 0f .l

Royal British Opera Huse and hie lateet successes l

vanhoe. The theatre is a very handeom:e one, fi
chiefly in terra cotta and supplied with ail modern
nces. 1 do hope it je fire-proof and that its eXLit

adequate. Most of us know wht a well the presse0

Savoy is, especially to those seated in the upper galle5y

Mies Macintyre, the principal Rebecca, is an xedOl

pretty, natural and gifted young English girl, eld o

attached to bier art and poseeseed of a f resh Oe

soprano. Her succeeses at the great provincial festival'

rought ber into notoriety and since then se bas

dentified witb only the beet performances in London.

CORRL'SJONDE4 N(CE.

A CORRECTION.

Po thp Editor of THE WEEK : bief,

Sii,-ln your issue of January .3Oth, "lThe l{an'c

in referring 'to my letter re Homoeopatby and e

lyrnph, seems to bave been misled by some of înY re'i b

1 did not state that Ilthe practice of inoculatiflg by Yrc

for certain diseases i8 well known to HomcoOpatbîit P

titioners," because it is not, and neyer has been reoO

by floinoe )patb. lu I speaking of our reuied Y1 th

culinuin, 1 meant of course that it was administered b

mout.et.0
IlThe Rambler's " remarks re inoculation, etl cd,

very apropos, and if concurred in by the vrofes îoj;.

public generally it would be better for Il the poOrs

humanity " of the future.

Toronlo, b'eb. .Jý

To thLe bditor of TuE WEEK : .red by
Sta,-In coîmenting upon the addresses do]"" Coý

the German Emperor at the meetings of th e Schoo0

ference, you Rtate that you Ilflnd it difficuit to uin d

whether the Emperor bas any very clear ideas in e rei l

education proper, aud whetber lie je lient on reforle iia0

for the sake of the people'e well-being, or i iiil f 3b5

sake of improving tli'ý material of the arniyw t~

usually keepe so near hie eye, that it shuts ou thet9Ig

part of the great worid beyond froî his field of vs-

I bave lefore me a German newepaper wth the

second speech. I enlimit to y ou a translatin te

extracte, whicli may, I hope, correct cetain 1 aPr i

sions very gonerally curreut, as to the character a"

aime of the youug sovereigu of Gemmany:- tli

"lGentlemen:. We are in a period of transiti~AI

about to enter upon a new century. My prede '

have always showu that, feeling the pulse of the' 0 ado,
tbey foreeaw what was coîing; and I think 1 hav glr
cerned whitlier the new mind and the iwaning cel b

are teuding, and I amr roolved, as I wae ini taking 'Pling

problem of social refomi, so also in moulding O'f 'I':

'eneration to trace the new pathe in whicli WC efo;ý

walk ; for unlees we do this now, we shaîl have 't f;w

upon us withiu twenty years." The Eîperor tbei -«

te the meeting an extract f rom an article in th' . O

verechon Courier whicli, ho said, Il rfleted bis

thouglts." Home it is t0

"Wboevem lias reaiized tli'i strong contraet. b

once and now muet lie penetrated witb the convîctio t it

Lour new State systein is woth maintaining, and B5 ,

a task wortliy of a man's wliolo strength te take hl ~tb
in its maintenance and its steady developintlet1ilp,5

if ullest liberty muet le ganted to the teacher iunr

the relations of the melancholy past muet bc > 0,t

iceded ; lut it muet also le conceded that lie aloit0j

*t le a teacher of our youth who stands truly9 andthe OP5

1 conviction, on the ground of monarcliy and re,0 1

a tution. An adhemont of radical Utopias can no 01 pf

r used as an instmuctor than as a Goverument fcilr4

Bteacher is, alike ly hie riglits and hie duties, Snuoigoý0

t the State. What ho je fumthem concerned wt, a es

ecame for the formation of cliaracter and of 111deP .

r thouglit and jndgîent, I shalnot toncl 0pon he't*

d who lias arived at a dloser uuderstandiiig as tO b?1

-t and the conditions of itsi growtli and progmee80<j0ia

aceive the absurdity, the impracticablenees a 1 b,%0

e9 of the theories of social deîocracy, and will recOf

s duty of taking hie stand manfully in the t
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