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Phrosie, Il She thinks she need flot rise because I do. not." Miss Startup now
appears after her waltz, exclaiming-"1 You must excuse me, Mis. Shcddy.
1 could flot find youi, and that valse was so delicious." Miss Stai tup does îlot
aiways use appropriate adjectives, but she atones for the inelegance of lier
Englishi by sprinkling it liberally with French. Mrs. Shoddy is vcry gracious
to Miss Startup (wvho is the daughtcr of a bran ncev millionaire> oniquiring
anxiously-1" Did yc see Allfred yit ?" Alfred is the eidest hope of the house,
and bis mother would willingly give hum a double portion of ail things, includ-
ing double l's in bis naine, while Mr. Shoddy, stili more liberal ivith the
alphabet, prefixes an H to the naine of each of the eider children, which, with
a sort of poetic justice, lie deduets froin those of the younger ones. Thus we
have Hallfred, Hella and Heva, and then littie 'Arry and 'Orace and 'Attie.
Phrosie wvas very angry when Mr. Shoddy once remarked IlH-ugh-froze-in was
a hodd naine."

<To 6t? cofinued.)

SERVICE AND WORK.

The article by IlQuevedo Redivivus " on IlDornestic Servants " I read
witb pleasuie. The subject is deep-rooted, ivide-spread, -and gcncrally in-
terestiog, but one, 1 foar, wvbose evils must bc cured by individtîal advice in ahl
cases. To put ourself iii the place of anaother is I)Orhaps the most dificult
task any anc can set abolit, but if success attends tic effort, it should broaden
the sympathies, efflarge the perceptions, and set at liberty froin selfislincss.
WVhat arc soîne of the things the position of a servant involve ? For one thîng,
an ainaunit of scîf-denial that few in a higbcer social station cao l)oast of. 'l'le
daily stroll iii the invigorating open air is not for theri, ami if therc is an
aftcrnoon ont at a trne, aIl that is possble to bc donc must bc got through
before thcy go out, and on their return they find that much lias been lcft for
thein to do up, cven if thcy feel tircd, whicli, being mortal, thcy sometimes
imust. *No doubt, too, a servant has as keeni a rclisli for the good things of life
as athers have, huit ive ail knowv that the best of aIl the food goes to the famiiy
table, and she thus lias to practise a daîiy denial in wbat inay lbc a very trying
way. 0f couirse a servant can't cxpect to have the best of everything, but
could at ieast saine mistresses flot try to make it casier for thern cven in this
matter ? Now, wbat arc saine of the qualities tlîat go to rnake up a good
general servant ? Suminer and ivinter she riscs likc clock-work (a great
punishinent to some of uis), bas the rooms warrn, and a good breakfast ready
by-say 8 a.m. Ail day long she is quick, quîict and ordcriy-ready to bc put
out of bier own îvay to suit the wisbes or caprices of lier iiuistress. ('ooks
without waste, is always punetuai, abligîng, patient, civil, honest, sobcr; neyer
grurnbles or niakes objections ; does flot gad nor have compaiîy couic in to sec
lier; and instead of shirking work, tries ta do any extra tbing she eau to relieve
ber mistress. In short, she gives up ber life in service. Sncb arc sonie of the
perfections we demand in a good servant; is it xvondcrtiîl if we sometimes fail
to find them ? And wvben found, are flot aur wholc hecartcd tlîank s, constant,
kindly courtesy-nay, rather veneration-due to sucli an individual ? and do
we flot then realise wbat these ivords mean, Ile that xvould bo great aînong
yau, let hum be your servant."

Rut we say Ilonly a servant," and look down on wbat we find we can't do
without, If for any reason wbatever we do flot or cannot cook our own food,
attend to the thousand-and-one things tbe household work involves, is it flot a
clear case of obligation to get any anc to do these things for tîs, even for
money ? Physical food is quite as necessary for us as mental food, and some-
turnes costs quite as much time in the preparation. It may seemn absurd to
somne, but there is a close cannection betweeu the disposition of the cook and
the state in which the meal is served, sa that the more patient, generous, and
refined aur cook's nature bas become, the more inviting and perfect the food
will be. There is sucb a thing as genhzes in -cooking, and in aIl branches of
of household work. We ought to respect genius in ail its forins and treat those
who have it, or strive ta attain it, with consideration, even as regards those
dreaded things Ilfollowers." If our daugbters are allowed male friends, surely
it can't be very wrong for or servants to desire such' The royal ruile of life
is the best to follow, even towards servants I "Wbatsoever ye would that
men should do to yau, do ye even so to tbem." If we want nover to reccîve
thanks, encouragement or appreciation, let us withold these froni others. If
we want to be treated as beneath notice, let us look down on others;- if we
want ta be ground, grind others; if we do flot want love, let us keep back
love froin others ; but, if we want ta bc considered, consider others ; if we
want to be respected, respect others ; if we want civility, be civil to others ;
and if we want others ta do their canscientiaus duty to us, let uis do ours to
them. And it is wonderful how this law works out in life its inevitable and
certain results.

At the root of the wlîole question lies a lvrang view of life and work.
Genuine, good 1 onest mwork, elevates bath men and women, and it is a twisted
state of society t'-at irat es men and wamen bave any idea of Iaoking dowri on
labour of any kind that is donc in the servict: of others and for the good of the
worid generally. TI ere is nothing really more degrading than to eat the bread

of idlcness. WVork is Naturc's iaw-is Godl's laxv. To wvork for the good of
others is absolutely nccessary to truc spiritual existence, and forins us inta
genuine mon and women; it is flot what we (ir, but wxhat wvo do, that makes the
iudividual. J. A. Fronde bias a very striking allegory in Friazer's Magazine for
Noveniber. It is entitled "lA Siding at a Railway Station." The train is sud-
deniy brought ta a stand, by running ino a siding. First, second and third-
class passeiîgcrs quickly find thcmnselves outside and ail on a level. By and by
the station-master cames aiong, and thiere is an examination of baggage, but
when the lids arc taken off, the boxes are fouInd ta contain, flot money,
clothing or jewcls, but samples of the work each man bas donc in bis life, &c.
The first examination is confined to the literai xvork donc for the general good.
Those only wbo bave donc real work are ailowed ta pass on, ail others are
rejected. It is the leading thought, tlîat good honest wvork is iîecessary ta
genuine spiritual life. That is invaluable ta ail of us, for on aour work depends
the future state of aur existence. Thus, what a man does is what he is, and sa
ive sec sornewhat of how a mali is judged by lus w'orks, and how bis works do
followv hum. Work then of a useful sort should be the aim and joy of aur lives,
flot the lcast wc can do, but the most. If wc can afford help for saine of aur
household purI)oses, there are still maîîy ways of employiag willing hands.

In evcryonc's life there are aboindant opportunities of doing kindnesses,
giving case and comfort 1 aud if eacb individual, i their soverai conditions of
hifo, did notbiog but loving andi vise actions, ail the exil that is in the world
would ho coiiquercd by good, and this eari 1) done. WVill ive di) it ? To lose,
by laziness, or unwvillingness, or any cause, the chance that cames ta us of
daing kindriess in any way ta rich or îpaor, is realiy of muore vital consequence
ta uis than the loss of oîoney or lands. Ail the good and beautiful thiiigs in
aur life arc flot ours ta ciaini as a riglt and say, This is mnine ; Mvien the truth
is, nothing is oturs, but is givon uis for the tise of athers. Thle happiness ages
have saught after lies at aur very door, and wvo xviii lot sec it; it is ta farget
self and seifish ends in uscfulness ta othors. This is theoanly truc road ta
happincss, nat ta try ta )ossess hut ta give, îîat ta inake ourselves happy but ta
mako others sa, and this is ta o iscfolly and activciy omipioycd in the worid's
work. Gad Hiinsclf, the Creator andi sustainer of tho tiniverso, calîs Himself
the Il 1orier " and tUe " XVorikrnau "-ceeu tUe Il Patter'"-and ive arc the work
of His hands. This work is flot for Self huit for otiiers, incessantly, day and
night, for H4e sluînboretb flot and faëititethi nat, neither is weary - whilc wc drag
ont a miscrablo existence of xvorking for seif, and coiplain if ive have no time
ta ouîrselves and fia tirne for pleasure, and gruimble stili more because wvith it
ail xve are nat happy !Having 1proved mnan's way ta happiness ta be most
uînsatisfactory, let us try God's wvay, and J)iove tuit it is "more blessed ta give
than ta r-eceive."e

A TRIP TO CUBA.

No. 111.

Christmnas evo, witb ail its tiînc-halloxved associations, huit robbed of its
northern accessaries of snaw aod frost, found mce borne alang through the
streets of 1-avana hy the irrosistible forco of a dense crawd of rather dirty
humanity. I was beginning ta get tîsed ta Cubaii disorder and want of clean-
liness. A visit ta the Chinese thcatre-or rather ta anc of thein, for there are
two-had proved suflicient ta fortify my nerves against any furtber dîsplay
of auîtside filth. At besu 1 mrust describe it as no more than fit for a first-class
cattie market, and tho occupants, priucipally Chiniese, as were ail the actors,
showed a very decidcd and iupleasant neglect, amainting oftcn ta a total
absence of those custamary articles of human attire, sboes and stockings. The
sligbt acquaintance thus made xvith the West Indian representatives of the
Celestial Land, I deterînined ta moare fuîhly cultivate, and for this purpose I
visited the quarter of the city known as the Chinose quîarter. The influx of
this nationality is mast suîrprising, ivben we cansider that it is estimated that
there are ta day in Havana ipwards of 70,000 persans of Asiatic arigin. 1
saw saine 2,000 of theni, and sLuccccded in eliciting uuch valuabie informa-
tion from. anc of their number, a very suiperior man, a long way above the
ordinary standard of Mongolian intelligence. Until very recently, whieu a
representative of their goverrument bas been accredited ait 1-avana, the Chinese,
saîd my informant, wcrc treated a littie wvarse than dogs. While the value
of their labour ivas readily appi-eciated, they xvero Suibjected ta insults, abuse
and ili-treatinent of every description. On learning that I hailed fromn the
dominions of the Quecu of England, this gentlenman uînrcservedly spoke in
higbly etîlogistic ternis of l1cr Majcsty, aîîd a group of yeilow bretbren, for
whom. ho acted as interpreter, apqîeared ta eardially agree xvith hum an this as
on mast other points. A stay of twa or three houirs amng these most in-
teresting people, during xvhicb time they favoured nie ivith a delicious cup of
tea, convînced me that there is much more bcneatli thc, soi face of the Chinese
people than we bave ever yet been disposcd ta admit. lu is impossible ta
faresce what social and political revolutians may in the coming ages ho effected
by their increased emigratian ta this continent.

thiak it was the contemplation of the crowded streets on Chris tias eve
that led me inta this digression about Chinamen. Buit 1)igtaiis are flot plentifui


