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eral business exigencies. This of course '
is an off-season for sugar, which will con-
tinue more or less until the advent of
summer, when, owing to the greatly in-
creased consumption on account of fruit,
etc., the public demand for this article is
always intensified. Teas are moving with
a fair degree of activity, though prices
have a weaker tendency. In fact our quo-
tations have corne down somewhat in two
or three instances. In canned vegetables,
no great trade is being done, retailers
having pretty good stocks not yet dis-
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posed of. Coffee is weaker in the Ameri-
can market, and may come down a little
shortly.

HARDWARE.--Trade continues in about
the same condition as reported last week,
and is characterized by no great degree
of briskness, A heavy movement is not
anticipated until navigation opens next
month. The heavy metals continue firm
in price with a fair business transacted.
Reports of the big steel combine in the
States have had a somewhat adverse in-
fluence upon trade in Great Britain.

HIDES AND SKINS.-Offerings of hides
are liberal, but prices remain pretty
steady, though on the easy side. Sheep
and calf skins are weaker, partly owing to
accumulations of stocks and (in the
former case), partly to the miserable state
of the wool market. Some dealers say
prices will go lower yet. Tallow is quiet.

LEATHER.-The poor roads throughout
the country are affecting the receipts of
hides. Trade continues quiet, though
prices have made no change.

PRovISION.-The market for butter is
dull. 17c. being the top price for fresh
rolls. The demand is confined to choice
goods, Very few tubs are coming for-
ward. Eggs are easier at 15c., with pros-
pects of a further decline. Cheese is
dull and weak. For hogs a somewhat
lower price is being offered, but the supply
is so limited that this state of things is
hardly likely to last long. For hog pro-
ducts. there is a brisk demand. and values
remain very steady. No carload lots of
dressed hogs are being offered.

WOOL.-The New York Journal of
Commerce says: The market for wool is
somewhat easier, and yet quotations can-
not be said to be any lower. Reports of
sales at reduced prices are current, but
it is believed that wherever these are
made there is some special reason for it.
There have been sales during the past
week, which have been rendered necessary
by a desire for ready money. These
forced or distress sales, however, should
not be taken as a criterion of current con-
ditions. Buyers have been educated to
believe that each week a lower level of
prices would be established, and the past
week lower offers were made than it was
possible to obtain last week, but where
the wool was absolutely needed it is prob-
able that the prices paid were equal to
those current for the last two weeks. So
far as Canadian wool is concerned, the
demand from .the States is nil. Conse-
quently, no bisiness is being transacted.
In London, the second series of wool
sales opened on the i2th, the offerings
being some 11,ooo bales. There was a
strong demand from the home trade.
American operators were quiet, while the
continental demand was moderate.

HAD AN ATTACHMENT.

An Irish sheriff got a writ to serve on
a young widow, and on coming into her
presence, said: "Madam, I have an attach-
ment for you." "My dear sir," she said,
blushing, "your attachment is recipro-
cated." "You don't understand me. You
must proceed to court," said the sheriff.
"Well, I know 'tis leap year, but I prefer
to let you do the courting yourself. Men
are much better at that than women."
"Mrs. P-. this is no time for fooling.
The justice is waiting." "The justice is
waiting! Well, I suppose I must go, but
the thing is so sudden, and besides I pre-
fer the priest to do it."-Pilot.

-Truth (Detroit), says: "Mrs. Nation
would be impossible in any other civilized
country in the world. In other countries
they may riot because laws are enforced;
but this is the only country where they
riot because the laws are not enforced."
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