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THE ODD FELLOWS’ RECORD.

Before bidding good-by to our old friend the Ottawa,
let me here offer a description of a day’s march, as a
general specimen of the whole journey. To begin with
the most important part of our proceedings, the busi-
ness of encamping for our brief night, we seleeted,
about sun-down, some dry and tolerably clear spot;
and immediately on landing, the souud of the axe would
be ringing through the wood, as the men were felling
whole trees for our fires, and preparing, if necessary, a
space for our tents. In less than ten minutes our three
lodges would be pitched, cach with such a blaze in
front, as virtually imparted a new sense of enjoyment
to all the young campaigners, while through the erack-
ling flames might be seen the requisitc number of pots
and kettles for our supper. Our beds were next laid,
consisting of an oilcloth spread on the bare eavth, with
three blankets and a pillow, and, when occasion de-
manded, with cloaks and great-coats at diseretion; and
whether the wind howled or the rain poured, our pa-
vilions of canvas formed a safe barrier against the
weather. While part of our crews, comprising all the
landsmen, were doing duty as stokers, and cooks, and
architects, and chambermaids, the more experienced
voyageurs, after unloading the canocs, had'dravn them
on the beech with their hottoms upwards to inspect,
and, if needful, to renovate the stitching and the gum-
ming ; and as the little vessels were made to incline on
one side to windward, each with a roaring fire to lee-
ward, the crews, every man in his own single blanket,
managed to set wind, and rain, and cold at defiance,
almost as effectually as ourselves. Weather permit-
ting, our slumbers would be broken about one in the
morning by the ery of ¢ Leve ! leve ! lece !” In five
minutes, woe to the inmates that were slow in dressing,
the tents were tumbling about our ears; and within
half an hour the camp would be raised, the canoes
laden, and the paddles keeping time to some merry old
song.  About eight o’clock, a convenient spot would
be selected for breakfast, about threc-quarters of an
hour being allotted for the multifarious operations of
unpacking and repacking the equipage, laying and re-
moving the cloth, boiling and frying, cating and drink-
ing ; and, while the preliminaries were arranging, the
hardier among us would wash and shave, cach personcar-
rying soap and towel in his pocket, and finding a mirror
in the same sandy or rocky basin that held the water.
About two in the afternoon we usually put ashore for
dinner ; and as this meal needed no fire, or at least got
none, it was not allowed to occupy more than twenty
minutes or half an hour. Such was the routine of our
journey, the day, generally speaking, being divided
into six hours of rest and eighteen of labour. This
almost incredible toil the voyageurs bore without a
murmur, and, almost invariably, with such an hilarity
of spirit, as few other men could sustain for a single
forenoon.

But the quality of the work, even more decidedly
than the quantity, requircs operatives of iron mould.
In smooth water the paddle is plied with twice the ra-
pidity of the oar, taxing both arms and lungs to the
utmost extent : amid shallows, the canoe is literally
dragged by the men wading to their knees or to their
loins, while each poor fellow, after replacing his drier
half in his seat, laughingly shakes the heaviest of the
wet from his legs over the gunwale, before he again
gives them an inside berth : in rapids, the towing line
has to be hauled along over rocks and stumps, through
swamps and thickets, excepting that when the ground
is utterly impracticable, poles are substituted, and oc-
casionally, also, the bushes on the shore. Again on the
portages, where the breaks are of all imaginable kinds
and degrees of badness, the canoes and their cargoes
are never carried across in less than two or three trips,
the little vessels alone monopolizing, on the first turn,
the more expert half of their respective crews. Of the
baggage, each man has to carry at least two pieces, esti-

mated at a hundred and eighty pounds avoirdupois,
which he suspends in slings of leather placed across the
forehead, so that he has his hands freeto clear the way
among the branches of the standing trees, and over the
prostrate trunks. But, in addition to separate labors of
the land and water, the poor fellows have to endure a
combination of both sorts of hardship at least three or
four times every day. The canoes can seldom approach
near enough to enable the passengers to step ashore
from the gunwale; and no sooner is a halt made than
the men are in the water to ferry us to dry ground on
their back. In this unique department of their duty
they seem to take pride ; and a little fellow often tries
to get possession of the heaviest customer in the party,
considerably exceeding, as has often been the case in
my experience, the standard aforesaid, of two pieces in
baggage.

As a parallel illustration of the other side of the pic-
ture, we shall avail ourselves of Mr. Melville’s account

of the Coral Islands of the Pacific :—

The istand turned out to be one of the Pomutu or
Tow Group—sometimes called the Coral Islands—per-
haps the most remarkable and interesting in the Paci-
fic. Lying to the east of Tahiti, the nearest are with-
in a day’s sail of that place.

They are very numerous ; mostly small, low, and le-
vel ; sometimes wooded, but always covered with ver-
dure. Many are crescent-shaped ; others resemble a
horse shoe in figure. These last are nothing more than
narrow circles of land, surrounding a smooth lagoon,
connected by a single opening with the sea. Some of
the lagoons, said to have subterranean outlets, have no
visible ones ; the inclosing island, in such cases, being
a complete zone of emerald. Other lagoons still, are
girdled by numbers of small, green islets, very near to
each other.

The origin of the entire group is generally ascribed
to the coral insect.

According to some naturalists, this wonderful little
creature, commencing its erections at the bottom of the
sea, after the lapse of centuries, carries them up to the
surface, where its labours cease. Here, the inequali-
ties of the coral collect all floating bodies ; forming,
after a time, a soil, in which the seeds carried thither
by birds, germinate, and cover the whole with vegeta-
tion. Here and there, all over this archipelago, num-
berless naked, detached coral formations are seen, just
emerging, as it were from the ocean. These would
appear to be islands in the very process of creation—
at any rate, one involuntarily concludes so, on behold-
ing them.*

Having paid this tribute to the ancestral pride of the
two people destined, one day, we hope, to form a great
Canadian nation, we pass on to a comparison, which
must be not less interesting to us, in our connection
with an Order, whose precepts principally enforce a
lively concern for the whole human family. In the
midst of our self-gratulations, at the fertile seats which
the enterprise of our fathers gained fqr us, how humil-
fating is it to consider the price which other races
have paid for our good? True, we are free from
those imputations of cold-blooded atrocity, which
marked the progress of Spanish settlement ; yet, at this
day, the work of extermination is, perhaps, less discern-

« The above is the popular idea on the subject. But of late,
a theory directly the reverse has been started, Instead of re.
garding the phenomena last described as indicating any thin,
Iike an active, creative power now in operation, it is maintained,
that, together with the entire group, they are merely the re~
mains of & continent, long ago worn away, and broken up by
the action of the sea,




