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THE STRONGI-OLD OF THE
PACIFIC.

A BRITISH- arry officer lias stated
that the strengthening and equip-

pnîg of the military and naval stations at
l'squirnalt, B.C., had for a long time
been going on in a very 'quiet maniier.
Tlhis lias been looked upon by the British
authorities as one of the most powertut
and important stations in any part of the
lýritish Empire. Vast quantities of amn-
mnurition have been sbipped there ti small
instalments, and the fortifications are as
impregnable as timie, patience and science
can make theni. The expenditure on
this station bas been enormious, but it
%vas evidently the intention of the War
I epartment and Adrniralty to make this
p)lace the stronghold of the Pacifie. There
'vere also a large nuînber of engineers at
1E'squimait, a condition which wvas ar-
r ived at in the same quiet way that the
pflace had been armed and fortificd. lit
conclusion, the officer said that it wot-ld
surprise the world wlien the extent of the
%vorksand fortifications became known.

GOOD FOR CANADA.

T l-IE offer of the 8th New Brunswick
Cavalry to serve in the Soudan has

ena splendid advertisement for Can-
'la at home. WVe notice from the British

;.i pers coming to band that they are mak-
ig a good deal of it. They give us much

~redit we do flot deserve, however. The im-

pression seems to prevail that Col. l)om-
ville's offer was to supply a regiment fully
equipped ready to take the field anîd serve
through the campaign at no expense to
the British Governrnent. If this be truc
it is a mnost generous offer, and Canada
and Britain must feel dccply grateful to
the gallant officers and meni of that corps.
It must represent an outlay on the part of
each of themn in expenses and time lost of
over a tbousand dollars. Not only this,
but hundreds of oficers and men volun-
teered froni evcry part of Canada to join
the 8th, we presurne on the same ternis.
We are not aware whether the regiment
wcrc to pay their own transportation fromn
New Brunswick to Egypt or îlot, but no
doubt that was intended. It would be a
mere matter of detail. Possibly one of
the troop ships would be sent out.

There seemns to be an idea in. this
country, however, that the ofTer wvas one
of so many recruits to be taken into the
B3ritisb Service, uniformed, transported and
paid out of the Britîsb exchequer. If this
be the case we had better keep quiet uîîtil
the possibility of its acceptance passes
over, praying meanwhile that notbiîîg
more will be heard of it. Such an offer
is not apprcciated. Thcy do tiot ivant ît

at bot-ne. It would take six rnoths or a
year before sucb a regiment would be
ready to take the field. Tbey bave
thousands of thoroughly trained men at
home wbo could take thc field in a few
days witbout putting the country to the
expense of a year's training.

If wc really waît to show Britain sorte
tangible proof of our desire to assist her
let us organize a provisioîîal regimelît, and
we cati easily do it. Take two squadrons
from the N. %V. Mlountcd Police and"A
and "B" Squadroîîs R.C.D1. Assemble
theni at Quebec. Recruit ulp to full
strengtb, from the Sth chiefly, and else-
where. By September we mighit have a
regi ment fit to do credit to C anada, wbich
would serve with no cost to the Homne
Governiment and very little extra cost to
ourselves, for we would not need to fill
the places of the absent squadrons. WVe
rnay have an ol)lortunity of doiîîg so, for
tbis Soudan campaign is tiot going to be
a short, sharp) orle, but it looks as if it
wvere good for sorte years. Britaiîî knios
hier business , she is lit no hurry.

It mnust flot be thought for a moment
that we arc belittling the offer of the Sth
Hussars. 'l'hey deserve very great credit
for their efflciency, in the face of marry
discouragertieîîts.

THE MAJOR-GENERAL'S TACT.

Major-General Gascoigne certainly de-
serves credit for bis suecessful efforts to
settie the troubles that arose between
Tieut.-Col. Strathy and some of tUic
ot'ficers in the Royal Scots. He came to
Montreal at considerable personal sacri-
fice,' and spent three days hcaring botb
sides and finding out for himiself where
the real difflculty was. He induced both
parties to set aside persotnal conisiderations
and think onily of the iîîterests of the force.
T1his ending is niost satisfactory. It
would have beeui a rnost unfortunate
affair if the militia or the regirnent lost the
services of any of the officers. W\e have
too few such nmen inow ini the force. As
they stand to-day the Royal Scots have a
staff of hardworking and efficient officers
that is second to none in the militia.

The regimie't should have twvo ad-
ditional companies, bringing it up) to the
standard battalion. \Vhen the bonnes
have been paid for the offcers should
turn their attention to this question.

"'AN' IT'S DRILL ALL DAY."

L ieut.-Col. 'Iurnbull, Quebec, late coin-
mandant of the R.C. 1). Scliool of Cavalry,
returnied last week from six months spent
in Egypt. He cornes back more enthusi-
astic than ever; bis retirernent lias certainly
not abated bis interest in the Canadian
militia. H-e saw a good deal of the
Egyptian army and says tbey are a fine
lot of men. They are tborouglhly drilled
and movemients are perfornied wvith greater
l)recislotl than the Britisli regulars. 'lhey
are very fond of drill. Even aftcr they
ivere disrnisscd they would formi groups
ini the cornier of the barracks square
and drill eachi other. They did s0 mucb
of this that a genieral order wvas issued for-
biddinig drill exceipting as detailed lin
orders.

Inî England Col. Turnbull saw Capt.
Forrester, of the R.C. I ragoons, whio is
attached to the Scots Greys at Aldershot.
He is doing iveil and promises to be 011e

of the niost creditable representatives
Caniada lias yet sent over. I le lias al-
ready miade hirnself as popular there in
thc mess as bie is in this country.

A. C. O.'S ASSOCIATION.N ()Vthat our imilitia is justly attract-
Ning more attention front the public

than for mian> )-cars past, and as the (;ov-

erniment seerms at last to be alive to the


