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iii regard to siiiallpox, wvhich cannot be controlled tinýess the
public subniit te. vaccination, w'hiclî, if properly observed, lhas
been so, amply provcd an efficient preventive of the disease. 0f
tuberculosis it is no less true tliat unless the public duly appre-
ciate and put înto practice the nicans that hiave been evolved and
l)roved efficient by the profession iii the prevention aiid cure uf
the disease, physicians wvill bc able to -accomplishi lîttie, notwitli-
standing the inarvellous advance inade in our knowvIedge of tlic
disease. The public is slow to learn, and it is only by patient
and constant repetition of tic dangers and the means to, be
adopted to prevent tiieni, tînt we cati hope for success.

Tuberculosis stands by itseif in many of its characteristics:
its insidious beginiîing, its slow progress, its 1)rotracted dura-
tion, and its apparent want of contagiousness. Ali tiiese char-
actcristics render it difficuit to prevent, no less thian to, cure.

Tuberculosis is not contagious ini tlîe, sense thiat smralîpox,
scarlet fever, etc., are contagious. There are no ernanations
fromi the sufferer carrying the poison of the disease to tiiose
about hini. Ai the gerhîs of tuberculosis are practically con-
tained in the sputuni, and tlîat is easily collected aiîd destroyed.
Likze typhoid fever, it is easily manageci so as to be without
menace to the othor occupants of the house. Typhoid fever neyer
spreads 'to those about the patient if the excreta are scrupu-
Iously destroyed and due cleanliness observed. So it is witlî
t,'uberculosis :if the c'xcreta are carefully destroyed and duo
cleanliness of patienît and surrouindinigs ohserved, tiiose living
in tlue same house are quite saf e; they wvi11 novei contract the
disease from such exposure. Cieanliness of tue lîouse, hîowever,
means purity of air> as well as of floor, walls, clothing, etc. The
abundant furnishings too often seen in the homes of ail classes
are detrimentai to tlîe itîmatos, because tlîey collect dust wlîich
is being constantly th-rown into the air of the room. The less tlue
lîangiîîgs and furniture the more easily is the air of tue roomi
kept pure and free from gernus of ail kinds, especially those: of
tuberculosis. It is quite impossible to, have tho air pure and
ha.ve the walls covered witlî draperies, etc. Withi tlioroughly
dlean floors, walls, and furnislîings, and -an abundant supply
of pure air, the presence of one or more tuberculous persons is
no menace to anyone in the house; the dîsease neyer spreads
from the sick to the well under sucu circumstances. If wve get
the general public to fuliy understand tiîis trutlî, we wviIl have
donc rnuch toward checkixig the spread of tuberculosis in every
home in which there is one or mo~re affected persons. Such
knowledge -vviii also prevent flhc fear of contagion that is be-
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