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SIE PRESENT AND PAST ATTEMPTS
170 ESTABLISH THE REFORMATION
IN IRELAND.
LECTURE DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, KEW
YORK, OX MOKDAY LVENING, octonse 17, 1833, ar
T. b, WGEE. “

(From the American Cell.)

\We have beard o great deal of late, ladies and
eentleman, of the progress of the mew * Reforma-
1.0 in Trelaml. Al our sectarian journals are full
of anectotes of its success, and it is only the pres-
ent week that a Doctor in Divinity, gave two or
ybree lectures on this subject, in what is called, *a
fashionable chureh, up-town.”  The gentleman who
save the lectures is the same, T believe, who some
time last year, begged the prayers of his congrega-
tion to deliver him from the Rocliester Knockings.
Perhaps hie received his Trish facts, through the me-
dium of his spiritual visitors, or perhaps he really and
in the flesh, did make a tour through Conunaught, and
«aw ot heard from others, what he has related: in
;in}' case, the subject is worth investigating, not only
1o pscertain whether the ¢ reformation™ has at last
reached the island of St. Patrick, but also, if so,
why it was s0 long in reaching that paint, and why it
is o1l so doubtful of its own stability.

‘I'he present s reformation” in Ireland, is T per-
cvire, chiefly confined to the famished shores and
islands of Kerry, Galway, and Mayo. Achill and
Arsan ave its strong points, and the Reverend Ilya-
cinth Darey, Messrs. Nagle, Dallas, and the Drotest-
ant Bishop of Tuam, are the most couspicuous of its
Apostles, 'The Bishop, the only Queen’s Bishop ac-
tively engaged in this work, is the son of Lord Chan-
cellor Plunket, one of the greatest of orators, a ve-
nerable person who still lives; he is the last of the
noble band of Irish patriots and orators, who resisted
the act of union in 1800 ; le is also the last of the
original advocates of Catholic Emancipution. ile
has outlived his friends, but never can outlive his re-
putation. . Half a century ago, he was onc of the
glories of the Bar and the Darliament of Ireland, and |
nust forever remain one of the ornaments of her li-
terature and her history.  Many bave spared the
yroselytizing Bishop of T'wam, for the sake of the
{iiend of Graltan, and the friend of Ireland, amd I
shall so far as it is possible to do so, follow their le-
nient example.

But the subject I have chosen, ladies and gentle-
wea, will not be confined to persons, places, or the
time bLeing. Jtis of more eneral and ancient in-
terest. It is nothing less, than to account for Jre-
load’s moral superiority, ov inferiority to Um‘ncigh-
Boring Tsland and the nations of Northarn Iurope.
For, if the “relormation,” was in reality what the
nawie indicates; if it was a purification of Christiani-
17, il it was a vestoration of old simplicity, i it was
a return to the ways and the maxims of the saints,
then our Trish ancestors were either a very foolish, a
very perverse, or a very wicked people, for so long
and so fiercely resisting it. But if, on the other
hand as you and I beliere and waintain, it was in truth,
an insurrection of the worldly passions and purposes
.of men against Holy orders and Divine uiscipline j if
it was conceived in sin, and born in iniquity ; il it was
amodern vevolt of the giants against God, then Ire-
land descrves especial lionar among nations, for hav-
ing clearly understood and bravely resisted it, from
the very beginning. © Ttis in this light, T must always
regard Ireland’s relation to the Reformation, and in
this alone can I speak of that movement and of that
country. Furthermore, I design to show the present
efforts to plant Protestantism in fields and hamlets
desolated by famine, 2s ‘being only the sequel of a
system of operations three centuries old, and I will
show what that system has been, to make more elearly
appear what it at present is. '

The lustory of * the Reformation in Treland,” isin
fact, the history of the people of that country, for
the lust three ceniuries. Lvery people organized or
dispersed, inust have some eaduring bond, some here-
ditary principle, which binds the nation together,
and conserves its character.  What language was to
e Greels, and their city to the Romans, the Altar
aud the Cross have been to Jreland.  Tn ali English-
speaking regions, # Irish” and « Catholic® have long
been synonimous terms, and if they ave not strictly
so at this fidur, itis beeause the vanquished have
orercome the victors, and have spread their pro-
scribed religion into the very ranks of their enemies.
. The grandear of this subject arises not only from
1ls embracing a whole people, and from so heautifully.
illustrating the retributions of Providence ; but it
arises also from the fact; that of-all the mederns, Tre-
land is the only nation that has-preferred religion to
‘every object of ambition. If there is any other peo-
ple whe have chosea to part with' property, laws,
langunge, and fiequently with life itself, who have.
made this choice not once but many times over ;.if
there is another such instance in modery bhistory, I
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am ignorant of its existence, though quite ready to be
informed of the fact.. AsI believe, ladies dnd geni-
tfemen, it will be my duty to show you that the Irish,
people, at «the Reforination,” and their descendants’

shops, although in the name of dioceses they never
saw, and of authority they never cxercised, they
gavein their adhesion to the pretensinns of the Prince,
I whose creatures they were. T do not deny that in

in the Celtic chiefs ; every clansman held Lis road i:«
fee ; there was no primogeniture, and no entwil of
 estates. Consequently, even by the letter of the car-
»fiscations, the chiefs ought to have forfeited no fanin

since, did voluntarily, each generation in.its .lur;'_l"',"; the subsequent reign, (about the year 1530), a na- 'except tleir own. ‘To confiscate Munster as Jiliza-

prefer their religion ta all ambitious objects.. And it
will also be my duty to prove to you, that the whole:
force of Great Britain, civil and military, legislative
and intellectual, has returned again and again to this
51ssnuh, with or without declarations of war, and haf
in every successive attempt been beaten back by thg’
indomitable constancy of the Irish people. 1 shali
show you to the best of my poswer two nations, ongk
crowned, the other chained, ane prosperous, the ofheg:
prosirate, one rich in revenue and strong in arms, the-
other poor in public wealth, and disorganised for de%
fence; and T shall show you the weak triumphant!
aver the sirong, the disarmed conquering the well<!
equipped ; the servant raised above the master, the:
humble exalted, to the confusion of the boastful and
the proud. ‘ :
We will take first i you please, what we may call
the two centuries of coercion from 1530 to 1770
inclusive. ' j
Henry the VIII, of England, who died in 1347,
was elected in 1541, King of Treland,” and is the
first of our English sovereigns, You know some-
thing of his character. Six years before his Irish
clection, he had separated from the centre of Catho-
lic Unity, and declared Limsell head of the church
in Bngland. But le was not, in the present sense
of the word, a Protestant. IIe believed in Scven
Sacraments, and many other Catholic doctrines; le
was tmore a Schismatic than a ITeretic, and more a
Sensunlist {han either. His Trish clection may be
debated on the point of legality, for the clergy=—
who had been always considered since St. Patrick’s
time, the complement of the legislative body—were
not summoned, and the suffrages of the chiefs taken
singly, or in families, were obtained on written coydi-
tions not subsequently fulfilled. "The * Crown?” for-
mally acknosvledged each chief as ¢ Liead of his na-
tion,” and agreed not to disturb their ** ancient Jaws

and franchises.” There was undoubtedly, a large

number of suffrages obtained in this way, but whe-
ther they were sufficient to clect a King, and whe-
ther they did truly elect Ienry as such, are critical
questions, which for the present T decline discussing.
It is enough for us that he got the crown, and was
proclaimed King at Dublin, at London, and by his
ambassadors at all the courts of Christendom.

The most important condition made by the Trish
electors with Tenry, is that quoted against Tiord
Strafford, tn the Irish Commons Journal of 1641—
“#“"That the Clmreh of Treland shall be free and enjoy
all its accustomed privileges.”
Church of Treland I YWhat was the Church of
Ireland at the time of King Henry’s election? Tt
was exclusively Roman Cathiolic 5 its bishops had
their * pallinms” from the tombs of the Apostles;
its Priests and rites were all Rowman; its Monas-
teries and Convents were bound by rules sanctioned
at Rome ; and we will find that, sooner than resizn
their Roman character and connection, many of the
chiefs and clergy of the Irish Church suffered tor-
tures, banishment, and death. This is important teo
be remembered, forif her present Majesty, Queen
Vicloria, inherits the crown of Ireland from King
Henry, and if he obtained it on condition of granting
full freedom to “the Trish Church,” then her present
Majesty forfeits her title, by abridging or interrupt-
ing that freedom which is * the condition precedent”
of her sovereign power.

I lenow it has been asserted more than once, that
the Irish Bishops, or a majority of them, did, like the
British Bishops, favor ¢ the Reformaiion™ at the out-
set. So far as I bave seen, this charge rests on the
single authority of a letter from the Kiny’s Chancel-
lor at Dublin, who states that alter a visitation ser-
mon, preached at Clonmel by Dr. Brown. the Arch-
bishop of Tuam and Cashel, and five Bishops took
the oaths ¢ touching the King’s succession and su-
premacy.” That these oaths at that time, did not
embrace any formal heresy, we might well infer from
the fact, that some of the Prelates mentioned are re-
corded as utterly hostile'to Protestantism. But, in
addition, we have the express testimony of Agard,
the Dublin Correspondent of Secretary Cromwell,
who writes subsequently: ¢ except the Archbishop
of Dublin, Lord Butler, the master of the Rolls,
Alr. Treasurer, and one or two wore of small repu-
tation, none may abide the hearing of 1t, spiritual as
they call them, or temporal.” Here we find butone
Prelate—Dr. Brown of Dublin, an Oxford Schisma-
tic nominated by Menry and ordained by Cranmer—
and half a dozen officials “ who would hear of” the
Reformation in religion. When soon alterwards
some sea-board sees fell vacant, Henry sent over as
Bishops, such men as Traners, Lancaster, and Good-
acre, none of whom - can lawfully be- called Irish Bi-
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tive Bishop, Dr. Coyne or Quinn, of Limerick, and
Dr. Miler Magrath, Archbishap of Cashiel, did swear
ta accept the supremacy of Iidward VI. But these
are’only two out of thirty. When onthe Ist of
Mareh, 1551, by an order in council, the whole
Hierarchy was convoked in Dublin, the test was first
| would aceept * the new liturgy.”  After a long and
warm discussion, almost all the Bishops retived with
the Primate (Dowdal) at their head, leaving nonc be-
hind except the half-dozen ¢ King’s Bishops™ T have
mentioned s of the regularly censecrated Irish Dre-
lales, but two can be proved to have adhered at any
time o the crown, anil one of these (Dr. Magrath),
afterwards recanted: < A more deliberate rejection

{ of Schism, never occurred in the whole history of re-

lizion.

“Tt is well that we should study every particular of
this contest. A recent popular writer has somewhere
said, “il there be a great and distressing body of
{acts, with some great mystery, of iniquity, or error,
or misfortune connected with it, tell it, and tell it,
and tell itagain.  Tell itin a thousand forms. Tell
it with perpetual variety of circumstance and novelty
of view. Tell it of this locality and tell it of that.
‘Tell it of twenly yearsback, and tell of now. 'Lell
it of the masg, and tell it of individuals.”® ''o me this
seems good counsel, and I do not think you can ever
liear too muel of your ancestors. Their story ought
to be forever before your eyes and the eyes of your
children. Tt is, T own, ¢ apreat and distressing body
of facts,” il regarded merely by the light of political
economy, but {rom:the moral point :of view itis a
story ol relizious heroism, unequalled in intercsty it
is a perpetual crusade ; it is another “ Book of Exo-
Mus,? filled up with some of thie awful realities of the
“Book. of Revelations,”. e
"My first conclusion from the facts I have cnume-
rated is that, had the Trish Bishops apostatized ia
1551, or had the Irish Chieis gone to church with
Queen Elizabeth ten years later no coercive mea-
sures would have been attempted. One creed and
ane crown would have been suflicient to unite the two
Islands the croswn without the creed was not enough.
Election without conformity gave the titular sove-
reignty {o a Protestant dynasty ; gave that Protest-
‘ant dynasty the initiative of Ireland in peace and
war; Jeft the orthodox Trish no choice but subinis-
sion in lemporals and rebellion in spirituals § 2 course
of conduct unnatural, irreconcileable and necessarily
changeable. Ilence the seeming double principle of
Trish politics, the frequent fluctuations between insur-
rection and loyalty the reputed instability of the peo-
ple. and the real unseitiement of the country.

Ttis always to be remembered that in Ireland the
rejection of (he Reformation, was not only an eccie-
siastical, but also a popular decision.

When the citizens of Cashel heard that Dr. Ma-
orath had taken the oath of supremacy they roseina
wmult and drove Dhim out, and Dr. Ildmund Batier
was consecrated to fill his place ; when Llizabeth's
Bishop, Shegne, burned the image of St. Dominick
at Cork, he and his attendants had to fly for their
lives ; when his brother, Dr. Ball, attempted to pull
down the market cross of Wilkenny, he “narrowly
escaped the populace,” three of his servants being
kifled in the affray. A rumor having gone out in
Meath, thal Dr. Browne of Dublin meant ¢ to pluck
down our Lady of T'rim,” that ollicial was (ain (rom
politic motives to deny it, though he adds, Lis ‘¢ con-
science well enough inclined hin thereto.” The co-
temporary Irish annals speak of the English Schism
as “ the effects of pride, vait-glory, avarice, sensual
desire, and the prevalence of a variety of scientific
and philosophic speculation.”  Nor were the chiels
and lords of the soil, whether of Milesian or Nor-
man extraction, more favorably disposed to the new
religion, though the Crown lost no opportunity 1o
moke converts among them, “ Recusant” (thatis,
orthodox) Bishops who fled from the districts in the
hands of the English, found shelter and honor with
the Desmonds and O'Neils, and almost all the old no-
bility, preferred the loss of court favor and broad
acves, to the sacrifice of their beloved Priesthood,
and hereditary religion. )

A new royalty in any kingdom, must needs hedge
itself in by an aristocracy. It must create a new,
if it cannot enlist the old aristocracy. TI it cannot
enlist the old, it must destroy it, in order to make way
for the.ncw, which it may enlist. - In this way the
confiscation. of the old-Irish Proprietary was a poli-
tical necessity of the British Reformation. That
proprietary did not {orm, in reality, a Feudal arsto-
cracy 5 -it approached nearer to 4 Patriarchial magis-
tracy, The feesimple: of the soil never was rested
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regularly put (o the Bishops, whether or not they i

| bath did, to punish the Desinonds ; to confiscate 7i-
Ister as James 1. did, to punish O’Neill and O*Der-
inell was as unjust as il all in this city should be plun-
t dered by Federal troops, because one of its half 1.k
lion of men refussd to pay a debt due to the gener
(Government.

National Confiscation was peculiarfy a Protestant
invention. It was unknown to Pagan Rome, it was
not conceived of by the honest barbarians. Tl
right to the soil on which they were born, or to the:
1 usufruet” of that soil was never, I believe, denia!
to a whole nation by any governnent, ancient or mr-
dern, except by Ingland to Ireland. And it was
not denied, even by Iingland, until lier faith was = re-
{ormed.” T our centuries of internecine war had
been waged by the Plantagenct Princes wih [ve-
land ; cruel and proseriptive laws (like the Statute o5
Killcenny) had been enacted; ferocious baftles hai
been fought, hke that of Athenry; but it had never
Ibeen proposed to the Catlolic sovereigns of [ing-
Hand, 1o declare the whole soil confliseated to the
terown, T'hat was reserved for Hlenvy’swinister, B
'ron Finglass, for Lords Burleigh and Bacon, for » tix
gentle” Spencer, and ¢ the chivalrous® Raleigh ; twe
of the most unprincipled adventurers that ever sevan: -
bled for fortune under the standard of St. Georwe.

The first great confiscation designed by Teary
was carried oul under IZdward VI. It was directed
against the religious houses of which there were some:
six hundred, all possessed of considerable landed and
chattel property. The Augustinian Orders counted
alone 250 Liouses, the Franciscans 114, the Cister-
cians and Dominicans more than lorty houses each,
and other orders were also well endowed.  The pro-
perty thus seized by the crown had been accumulat-
ing for ages; it was the charitable capital and in-
crenae of one of the most génerous of nations 3 it ha
been employed in glorifying God, spreading svience.
and feeding the poor. Its value in the 16th centiry.
must have been immense—but the precise amoun?
cannot now be determined,  Tn the currency of timt
age, the portable plunder of the Churclies in and
about Dublin, is reported as exceeding 2,000 pounds,
while the vale of * 1,000 pounds of wax 1apers,” is
set down at 20 pounds.  From tiiis single instaacs
we may judge that first the conliseation of Churen
furniture alane produced, very large sums of money.

* The szcond conliscation was undertaken by k-
zabeth, TIts pretence was the rebellion of the 1Sax!
of Desmond.  ‘That nobleman stood at the head of
the Munster branch of the noble Norman house of
Fitzgerald, the Earl of Kildave being head of the
Leinster branch. In Henry’s reign, Kildare was
beheaded 3 six of his brothers, and his son, * Sitken
Thomas,” (s0 called from his splendor in dress)
shared his fate.  Thus, on one scaflold fell eighi of
the noblest members ol that family. 'L'he Tadd o
Desmond, warned by their treatment, resolved natto
trust himself within the gafes either of Dublin or
London. He also had three noble brothers, ‘I'ho:sis.
Jumes and Jahn, and it is said that neardy three iun-
dred men of kmightly rank, all of his own name, were
once assembled in the halls of Kilmallock., "wn
hundred and fifty thousand men, composed his pue-
sonal estates. Iarly in Llizabeth’s reign e had ic-
fused the oath of supremacy, had been mvaded by a
royal force, captured in the battle of Affane, anid
confined for ten years in the Tower. Ilaving ¢«-
caped from his guards, he was for a short time un-
disturbed, but not forgotten, "Well he knew tiat
Ingland, never forgets nor forgives an Irishman wiw
loves his country. Ie despatched his favorite bio-
ther, James of Desmond, to Spain aud to the Iope
for succor and assistance. This was in the year
15680. King Philip IT—a Prince wiho, whalever iis
faults, was a generous friend and ally el [reland—
promised and gave arms, funds, andmen. 'T'he Pope
—and it proves the truly Catholic character of the
first Trish insurrections in the 16th and 17th centu-
ries, that the Popes were actual parties to them ail
—ithe Pope Gregory XIT1, issued his Buil on the
13th of May, 1580, granting « the same indulgence
as ta those who fought against the Turks for the re-
covery af the Ioly Land,” to all who would fight
agamst the Lnglish in Ireland. Ie went further.
e armned, equipped, and fitted out an anxiliary farce
ol 2,060 Romans, under the command of Stukely,
the Irish friend of Don Sebastian of Portugal, Of
this and of the Spanish expedition ; of the Desmand
war ; of the death of all the brothers, of the assaski-
nation of the last Earl, accidentally discovered in
mid-winter, in a Kerry forest; these things as 1 am
not treating of the wars of Ireland, T shall larcly”
mention. Before 1590, ane half of fertile Munster
was confiscated ‘on this ples, and the once flourishivg




