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ered Nvith the great forest priîneval.
lier mother, who was born in New

York State, wa.s a wornan of reinark-
able ability anid energy. S4he was
br-onglt to Canada as a snial1 ehild,
wbien lier maternai grandfather a
relative of the American historian
Losos*tig, settled in the township of
Norwieh. but returned iu her six-
teeiftlî *year to the IUited States, to
eiteid the "Frieuds' Yearly Meeting
lBoardIing School in Rhiode Island".
Ilir school days ended, llannah HIow-
ard carnie back to Norwich. Soon af-

tewrsshe marriedl Solomon Jen-
ings, a young settier frorn Vermout,

îin(d became the mother of one son,
wbio died in infaney. and of six
dau igliters, three of whom qualified for
t1je mediclîal profession. Mrs. Jenuings
%vas pariiticullarly zealois iu preparing
remledies for the siek from the roots
anid herba, to bie gathereid iu the
wvoods.ý. Thepse deoetîins were too
ofteil somiewbat nialseous, but no
donbt her intereýst ia the treatnîent
or disease lielpeil to tiirn the thouglits
of lierý ehuildren towvards the art of

Mrs, Jennings's eldest daughter,
Bilwais borit about 1832 and re-

ceived lier early education from ber
miother. At the age of flfteen, this
youing girl becaitne the teaeher of a
smail country school near Norwich.
Amongst her seholars were boys eid1er
than berseif, and in order to keep
ahead of bier pupils, she used to sit
Up studying tili long after rnidnight.

Bager for knowledge, shie desired
to enter the University of Toronto,
but its doors were closed against her,
as a womani. Saving inoney from lier
small salary, she resolved to take a
course at the Normal Sehool. This
plan she earried ont, attending the
session of 1853-1854 and receiving lier
First-Class Teacber's certifleate.

Soon afterwards she was appointed
principal of the publie sehool at
Brantford, a position whieh she re-
signedl in 1856, to become the wife of
an Englishman, Dr. John Stowe, who
'waQ by profession a deutiat. He was

1,a liberal-îninded man," and hai briu-
liant wifle eonld always count upi»i
him for symnpatby and atitn e t
the uitmnost of bis power. VTnfortun-
ately, soon after their niriae is
bealth gave way; thus »Mrs. toeWMR
obliged to take what is R eal feit
to be the man's part and act as bed
wincr for the famîly.

'When this neeessity camne uipon livr.
Mrs. Stowe retuirned to the poeso
iu which she had already seored a
su<*cess, and again, as in bier very
ýmiutbfnl days, took charge of a eouu-
try sehool-this time the school at
.Mount Pleasant, a few miles out of
13rantford.

But she was not destincd to romain
a teacher. About 1865, after tlue
birth of her thrce ehildren, shie de-
termined to stndy medicine, with a
view partly to obtaining a hetter
ineans of livelihood, partly to inieet-
ing that need (whieh she herseif had
felt mnost keenly) for women dovtors
to attend on women patients. Happier
than mauy who venture fron tlt,
beaten path, she had the sympth of
ber own immediate relatives iii ber
mudertakiug; but o! course ouitsiders
poure(l discouragemeut on lier plans.

An initial difficulty was that abe
could not qualify for ber chosen pro-.
fession in Canada. Aecordingly, shle
arranged to leave lier home aid heu,
fainily for a time, to attend the New
York Medical College for Womien,
whicb had been established a year or
two carlier by Dr. Elizabethi Black-
well, thec pioncer woman-physieian of
the United States. Mrs. Stowe was
graduated ln 1868.

Sbe miglit have found life ea-ier
had she remained to practise iu the
United States, for there other women.
as mentioned above, had dffled the
prejudices, whieb cried shamne on the
woman doctor. Instead she went baek
to lier own land, to break entirely
new ground, and began te praetise
in Toron to. At that date "the fees
wcre pitifully sniall," and she, liad
to overcorne inumerous obstacles îi the
road to suceas.


