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PUBLIC OBLIGATIUNS,
last week we endenvoured to show that Cunada would
muke & serious mistake if it undertook to fultil the obli.
gations antared into by the Coalition Governrient dele.
gates of 18645, with the Imperial Government, vegarding
fortificationa.  The monuvy at stake-—somewhore between
a fifteenth and o twentioth of the pablic Jdebt of Canada
~might, however, Lie protitaldy cinployed in othier works,
IT it ix 1o be borrowed at al, and perlaps 1t would be
patter that it were not. there ore ather objects on which it
might be much maore profitatly oxpeuded than in setting
man traps e our ewn peoples agaust a conjunction of !
circumstances which, if they ever ocewr, will only place f

us in a worse position for defence than we are wt present.

Canada wants no fortifications: Lt she does waut in- !
rreased noans of communication bLetween her distant |
Provinces.  No country is perhaps more unfortunately |

situated than this, with respect 1 1ts existing avenues of |
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' requires. without costing the country a dollar.
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inter-communication ; and hence we think that the first
and mist urgent of the public obligations resting upon |
its shoulders, after that of protecting the National Credit, |
ix to increase the number of its ruilways and canals. !

The present generation can well atford to assume a '
moderate increase of taxation to pay the interest of such |
loans ax might be required to commence a general system
of public improvements.  But we ure strongly convinced !
that by o wellalevised system of policy between the Gene- |

‘ral and the several Local Governments, the waste and,
, at present. unproductive lands of the Dominion might

@ turned o such account as would secure the construc.
tion of nearly every great public work which the Dominion
The Pro-

"vinees in which these works have to e built would benetit

to an extent that would fully warrant their giving '
such 4 portion of their wild lands as would guarantee |
their construction.  But apart from any considerations of -
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provineial enterprise, the Dominion. having the whole
North:West under its control. ought to he able to trade
oft' its broad acres by the million for hundreds of miles of
railway or cahal, as <cience or experience may prove to
be best adapted to the wunts of the country. [t ought
not surely to be a hard task to prove to the local govern-

. ments that the giving away of lands, in return for the

conitruction of needed public works, is an actusl gain
to their Provinces. Suppose, for instance, that to a re-
sponsible gravel road company were ceded, in alternate
blocks, every other mile square along a line through what

is now an unbroken wilderness in return for the construc-

tion of a good road, is it not clear that the Province
would more than doulile the value of its land through
the enhanced price it would obtain for the reserved por-
tion? Extend the same principle to canals and railways,
making the land grants proportioned to the value of the
works. and there is not a doubt tut that skill and capital
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b.  StTeRuLRT NroaeLs, o Captain,




