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No. 8. —arITISH COLUMBIA-—VANCOUVER'S ISLAND.

By the Bev. JEn. Meld. Dawsoa, Otlawa.

“The desire so frequently expressed of late, by the inhabitants
of British Columbia, to be incorporated with the Dominion of
Canada, renders more than ordinarily interesting to Canadians
this rich and flourishing colony.  Independently of the
minoral wealth of British Uclnnbia, its fertile valieys, stately

forests, safe natural harbours, and inexhaustible fisheries, it
would be an invaluable, nay, an cssential addition to the

Dominton, if there cover werc to be a British or Canadian
Tacinge ’Lmlu-nv
Canada and th great Sonth 8er by means of waggon-ronds,
canals, lokes, and rivers.  If Canadians wounld pot have the
approaches to the Tacific barred egainst them, they will do
everything in their power {o cncou..ge the Usiion with their
newly constituled Swate, of the Colony of British
Columlia.  Nomurderous ruflians have attempted to establish
there & reign of terror.  Oun the contrary, all is order, peace,
and harmoeny.  The only thing which supears to disquict the
minds of the inhabitants is the dread lest they shoald not be
received into close allinnee—political uzion—with the New

N
or fudecd ordinar ¥

vuininuiicaiion beiween

friendly

Dominion.  No deubt they set a high value on the possession
of {ree communications with the Atlantic Sea-board, throvgh

Canadian and British Territery.  And they must understand
bow greatly it will add to iheir importance, and even to the
wealth of 2 land whicl tecmas with carthly
treasure, that their harbours should Lecome the emporizm of

already every

the {rade of the Canadian Provinees, of Great Britain, of all
Europe, perhaps, with China and Japan, Australia, Nuw Zea- :
land, India, cven. This is manifestly the de stiny of British |

v
Columbia if united with the Tid
Letit remain fselated,
vlm-_um Lr

growing Deominten of Canada,

'.:1‘( prospect vanishes,

ndage, merely, of frozen Alaska, or a back se

American Unien. This is no exaggeration : for does not

3yl ivn v 11 T N H
railwaye and coal fclds. furtile piains and rich

great Union already possess Pacifie harbours, and Pacifie .

orict it be "x‘nr_l.\nd to the neighbouring |
and it will be an
ttlement of .

agree in stating that the winter thero is milder than in’ Eng-
land, and that the summer is considerably warmer.

il\cr is no difference of opinion as to the excellence mul
fex'tnhty of the soil. It produces all kinds of vegetables and
cereal crops, whilst both soil and climate are highly favourable
to the growth of fruit trees,  The interior of the Islund bas
not been much exploved as yet, and the extent of cultivable
land which it contnins, is not, consequently, ascortained.  But
it 33 well known that the valleys are exceedingly fertile, as
are also the lands along the castern coast. One of these val-
leys, the Cowichan, which extends along the bay of the same

name, is one of the richest and most beautiful in the world.
Tha m-,!l and hemid elimale gives to the Island, evai inits
wild state, a very pleasing appearance. It enjoys the advan-

tage of perpetual verdure ; and the rich meadows, stretehing
in park-like form far into the luxuriant forests, convey the
idea of a well populated and highly cultivated country. Both
soil and climate must be good, when the most valuable kind
of grain—wheat—is oasily raised in the proportion of 25 to 49
bushels per acre.

There is wonderful concurrence of testimony as regards the
rertility of the soil, < The Island is the mest valualde Pritish
possession in the Pacifie,” says the Hon C, W, W, Fitzwilliam,
#The soil is, in general, productive, although in some places
rocky.” ¢ Wheat, oats, barley and potatoes are easily raised.”
“The soil of the country,” savs Mr. J. Cuoper,
before the IHouse of Commons) ‘s peculiarly well adapted

(rvidence

to the production of corn and vegetaldes” o The valleys
are very fertile.”  JMr. J. Miles, also, (in evidence before
the House of Cowmmens,) cousiders that “in soll, climate,

minerals, Lo,
formation of o great colony.”

,the island possesses everything essontinl for the

rich.”
cur in bv:m'inf* the like testimony, the Iatter adding that Vy
s Island - is a most interesting

that there is every kind of timber it for naval purpeses,

alle

couver ; positivnand possession;”
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to this position is o small island which geographers do not
think it worth their while to deseribe on-their maps, Two
great powers are at present contending, and on one side, at -
least, cmploying with matchless skill the weapons of Jdiplo-
macy, for the possession of this island of Say Juax,—for the
commnnd of Durrisn Cowvama, for the Esmrme or Nonri-
Westery Axptica, Lo whom will it fall? - 'I'o whom will be
awarded ‘the magnificent prize? AN depends on the doubifiul
ehasces of & pending arbilration. ‘
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Tuesday, April 12.—Hon. Mr. McCrniy moved for the Ape
pointment of 0 committer to collect information vesproting
the climate nud resources of Red River,  Hon. My, 1)1“”
enquired whether Bishop Tachd had been aceredited by the
Dominion Government to the suthorities at Red River, gl
whether Government had recvived intelligence that th, l,: Lo
had recommended the pcoplc to subimit to Bicl's governme ni
Hon, Mr. Casesent replicd that the lh-.hup had not beeny pew
credited to any authoritics, nor had the Goternoent yeedjved
any iutimation of Lis havi lll[.: recommended the people 1o sah.

ait to Hiel.  The following bills were then read ay), nd tie
:md passad —Dominion Notes Issue Regulation W1 Puaee i
the vicinity of Public Works Presemvation B lullu' Otti-
cers in Canada Sccurity Bill; Perjury At ‘umvmhn- ‘ut Bill
and Banks and Bankiug B, Somne conversation fullowed on
n notice of motion by Hon M, Rrwsonr for an address ve Spedte
inz the murder of Scott at Fort Garev, sund sabee quently the
notice was withdrawn,  The House then sdjonrned,

Wednesday, April 12 —Hon, Mr. Diesgy ehguired whethir

s the Tmpe aind uu(hunln s were Hkely to bear part of the expase

o which the conutry would Le put ot svcount of the

< The soil is very gool and '’
Alr. Rlansband and the Right Hen, Ddward FHice con-
parrangement ;
Chetween the two g
CEELL

Citie

© the ouly goed harbour ¢and it is an exeollent harbour) to the |

~climate is wholesome, very like that of

fures acific coast, as well as in its mere inland
setilements 2 It weuld have no interest, therefore, in improv-
tng Driti:h Columbia, at least te any great extent.  Canada, |

cn the other

grearresources of the colony,
for many things—ivr safe
SLIV'I\L and above Zn.“
her of thet

with, Eng!

Earbours on the Pacifie
for tiee

, Tor coal,

rade of the vast castern

%4

a4
£ @l
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g, which must, ere long, take its course throush Cana-
dian soil and over the Pacisie Qces )
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remuncrative trade in coal. The rich conl seams of the isdand
ccan never be asenree of wealth until the Nerth-West Toreitare

is fairly settd
- Celumbin are more completely developed,

inien, of impartagee which itis fmg- ¢
possible 1o prer-sstimate.

This two-fold valeny, as it mny Lot fnaptis e tormied, Len-
eixls of Vaneouvers Island ol wits formerly @ sepanate
colony, and thar portlon of the neighbourine wmuinland,
anciontly Lnown s New vdenda, which alzo had it ()'.Y.'.‘;
coloainl Govermmaont, The coleny thog oo i
alung the whole portion of the longs o
Greal Britain, aly of the |
Unired S ates (formeerly Hussian

Armeerica) on ihe north,
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fremn south to porth, ik oonire of t.uw
The coast-line devs not indicate e leneth of (he territory
frem south to north, the boundury of Alaska, a Ltite inland
- . ’ !
beiog mush farther nmth ilan on the coast,
Vancouver's Island, which may be considercd in the Sit

place, 0"uhn 5 & positien of great imperiance on the Dacific

coast. N rl) asextonsive s England proper, it almost touches,
at onz fr:’l the colder regions of the North Pacite ocean,
whilst at !.f: ciher, it basks in ike sunshine and wurmth of
the South.  Bat, whilst at s scuthern vxiromity the climate
Cds net anplossantly warm, at the North it i not disngrecabiy
cold.  Genwrally, the Island epjsys the moderate tem mperature
of the south of England. Ttis nat subjected at any time to

thr- trying heat of the Canadian summer, nor does its winter,
if winter can be ssid to exist where frost and snow are nlmc;at,
unkaowa, render necerzary, as in Canada, the wne of costly
furs. »

Mr. Blanshard (evidence befor: the House of Commone)
£4Y5 tna. some suow, which he bebeld there in mid-winter,
lasted on ¥ a fuwdays. On being asked more particularly “'h.lt
cort of wonther ther: was there during the winter, ‘he replied

fthe winders are comparatively mild, thnt 1hr-'re are, occn-
xln Leawy fuils of snoss; but that it seldum live fur any
"Lb of time Hoeadids that, “ton the swhole, the climnle is
ll-.r than that ¢f Erglacd.” Mr.J. Miles, the Hon. (. W.W,
tzwilliarm, and Mr. J. Cooper bear witness £0 the same oils ot
1e Jast rmmcd gentieman; who resided six yearsin the I Taland,
au agricullurist, gay # dccxdedl), ihat, “in every sense of the

. ‘word the climate is supf'nor to that of Sreet Britain, and that
its agricultural capabiliti1s arc of considerable c;tcnt P?oAlL
WRo have any Lnowlcagoa_ﬁ of Vancouver's Ieland, eppear to
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Fonten
aid. Hon. Mr. Caseeent replied that the expense in the e
instance would be borne by the Daminion, bat a8 to auy wli-
mate division of the expense, WU wauld have 1o be ~\11 JOet b
cotrespontdence on the matter had tahon plae
governments. Onmotion of Hen. Me Cayp.
the Bill to :u'.xrml the Aot respacting Pentientiaori < .
coandd & thind $ime and passed. After sonme s oniver

Sathen ronpn ot

ing the report of the Cemmittee on Printing the Hooae
adjourned.

o Puesday, April Tothe—The Speaker ook the ohair ot g
Potvleck aud adter some routine business the Hesgss Wiz d

s the !

Foglamt : the coasts |
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Sreadd o Breet dime, Onometion to o po it cemiaittioe oot
Slumtercodosial Dailwav, Sic A0 T Garr meved iooame et ot
“that the le.'ﬂk(‘r dee ot Teave the chair, aond uleo e, s

cway out of the hatds of the

' n.n an important saving wouild be made if
to the north of Victoria, the chier

¢oeomiewitty has

mines, anv .

to take the manspe-ment of the Interealonad ).
{iovermment wtod vt
Company.  He saith that Lis motion was vt oo b
as a motion of want of confideniee, and o forred o the Vach
provtre with reforenee o motions of thiskind, Moo mtond.
change sw

The hon, @ontlaomun spoke at v

resointion
sl toon

caotisr e
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LENLN

he propose i wrre cffected,

Slength in support of his soheome, sml war folioewaod l;
PRugangy, whe repeatad the arguments made e o by the
SHen, Joux Houvaed Caegneny confended hat e
could net be made witheut the consent of the Jinpenal
mwent, e disd wot belicve that private "\".,..12.{,«1.
Cspend \hvir woncy e the undertahing, Sir Grosor 12
Dreptied do the arguments used Yy the smeve e anad soandir
St snveticnny ‘Ainst 'hv[mlh vod The Govern e, iie S v r
Sthe faute connested with the work o e i! oo ;
Cwaw for o the bast two venrs, aned - entrastod the g

Cinter

Trunk, addw ing procis toosde
Doiit faster than v 1h.

Honsir o the Grand
codonial Tatlway i« b ing

. runk. Mr. o 1"'\ sustained Sie A Ganys
nIory d“”* goand the trade in this kind of oxport is conges ! ! ,’ o l,. s T N
L e cand Uedl Grpw : i Mirdenn AL Muaetesa
quently o abie, It may net .’lh’-'ﬂ}"i Le o, Whe L T b U Phiul! AU ablined the Gow frome ut 1o bl
what a reseuirce the conl of Vanconver's Tsinnd mav be ot zame - e it wiibin six snonths, soed to oo
S future, and may it be Loped, distant day, when the coal felds ualy, o Nir "“}' Lo fane wp Hod gonedle
of 1 . then divided on the motion, which was !-,‘-i.-—-
of Inzland propor shall have been exhansted.  Alreads have R » ¥ . : )
N prol g oo Already havy a7, The Hoatse then went dnto Coaomait oo
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political cconomists of foreipn and somewhat jealous 1
speculated on this possible and net improlablle eontingency,
Ther have even rojoicad in the idea of our decline as a mari-
time and naval power, not refecting that the British Celoninl

Empire posscsscs inexhaustibie supplies of vxcellent coul,

Iron, alse, all trevellers are agreed, forins another source of
tlie mineral wealth of Vancouver's Island,

This island possesszs the richest fisherivs in the world, TIts
watcrs literally swarm with all these varisties of fish that are
most useful,  The finest kinds of salinon are particnlarly
abundant, the fine rivers of British Columbin affording to this
fish the facility of disporting iiself in fresh wabers at stated
scasons, whilat it enjoys safe and undistnrbed gea-quarters in
the siraits, sounds, bays, and inlets arcund the jsland, The
only trade in fish hitherts, and not a very extensive one, has
been with the Sandwich Islands, and between the Ahon’-mc '8,
who mostly snbsist by fishing, and the Tuarepean rettiers ol'
ine Hudson's Bay Company and others.

So far back as 1843, the wark of colonization mny bie said to
have fairly commenced in Vancouver's Island. In i258 the
Settlement looked so promising that it was constituted a
British colony, with Fort Victoria for its eapital. Tncor-
porated with the Settlement on the neighbouring mainland,
formerly known as New Caledonia, it now forms together with
this territory the important colony of DBritish Columbia,
P with the seat of Government st New Westminster.  Vietorin
i iz still the chief town, or more traly, the valy town in the
island. Its populnt'on i supponcd to be about 10,600, whilst

the Aborigines on the island number 17,000 souls.
Varconver's Island oeciipica the mos
on the whole Pacific Coart,

hold also British Columbia—the Wholg'; North-Waest.

{ commanding posit ion

Whoever holds it way be said to
The key:

nnds

s had been

I
4
il the item Ter contingent printing .md advestiang, ,...‘!
nrned at one o'elockl

Vednrsday, April 10 e Ater preliminary hisde s DroGeaer
movesd for the reporis on (he examination of Mro Dawvees
propo<ed Hue of water conuntinieation with the NoetheWes
Terntory. oo, Mro Lasaevis repdied that sine o Mo Daseay

sent ottt a vear and a half ago, Meo Mair Lol 1o

aejo
L

»
.

il

sent fo make further examinations ax to the feazibitlity of the
ronte, The Jatter gentleman's repert had only toonin fora

forgw d-’l_\'E. Noew surve yh were to bes made of the pezion botwery

! Lake Neepigon and Forb Garry, and by next session Governs

ment would be atde to tell whether or not a bettor rowd eangot
be had to Fort Garey. Mr, Mackeszig and ITon, Mr, Hows
ppoke against the Neepigon reate, The wmotion was casricd,
Some debate took place on n motion of Hon, Mr. Woan for the
appointment of a select committos nn the lnnd improving fund
of Upper Canada, after whiclh the Heuse went into committor:
on {he Gill rc'eprcnn;., the Canada Centeal Dailway.,  The
for private bills having expircd, committee rose. Sroverad
bills from the Senate were read a first time , and the Lit} pos
specting Masters and Mates' Cestifientes was roaed a thind time
and pasaed,  The House then went into Committee of Supply
and passed the fullowing itewns © 825,000 for Daminion Palicey

$3.6:20 for Water I‘uhu- at \hm(n aly $0,450,0090 for lun.
Police at Quebee; $45,270 salarics and ¢ untingnnt expenses of
the Senate; 380, n(‘5 do., TTousr of Commons; S40, 408 do. for
Serge nut-nt-z\mm estimate; and $5,000 possible mnol.nt T
quufd for the purpore. of muLm;: A morse Juu( cqualization of
falaries, subjeet to the ap procal of commissioners, under the
mtvrrml sconomy.  On the item of §1,000 to pay 1)10 Chairman
of tlic Commissionsrs under the Ilou-n of Commots Duternal

binoe

Feonomy Act, Mr. Macreszie moved in amendment th:u the
item he struck out.  Carricd—Yeng, 325 Nays, 20,

The items of 6,600 grant to the l’nriiamenlurv Library ;
310,000 for prmtmg binding and distribnting the lawe S 4"0
to the §t. Lawrence und Ottawa Railway for two speci .uls dnll\
daring the session of Parlinment; $35,000. for printing, priat-
ing paper and baok-binding ; §7 0()0 for comiuission for muaking
provizion for the con"ormny of tho laws of the Provinces;
~.1 000 for conungenclm of the Clerk of tha Crowu in, Cbun-—




