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Rabelais in 1483. Samuel Taylor Coleridge, whose opinion ls1
worth having, says:

" Beyond a doubt, Rabelais vas among the deepest, as well1
as boldest, thinkers of bis age. His buffoonery was not mere-
ly Brutus's rough stick, which contained a rod ofgold : it wasi
necessary as an amulet against the mouks and legates.*
I class Rabelais with the great creative minds of the world-q
Shakespere, Dante, Cervantes, &c.i

The 1st of March is yet further to be remembered as onei
among many days associated with the bestowal of the Vic-
toria Cross upon heroie soldiers and sailors, who now recel vej
in this Order of Valour as great a reward for their hard knockes
as the general officers get in the Order of the Bath for leading1
them where they get weil peppered. Tritling as is the in-
trinsic value of the little bronze maltese crose, vith its scroll
bearing merely the words i For l'lZour," it has hitherto been
Aoneuly bestowed, which is more than cen be said for certain
academic titles bestowedl by some Universities, such as D.D.,
LL.D, D.C L., too often conferred on persons utterly unwor-
thy of them, that is if the titles are to be the test of sound
learning, ripe scholarship, and brilliant literary or scientific
attainments.

CURIOSITIES OF LITERATrURE.
BY WILLIAM sAWTER.

A taste for relies is like a tste for caviare: it is generally
acquired ; and it may be afflrmed of it with confidence that
it is not worth acquiring. An exception may perhaps be
made in favour of autozraphs, because they help us to under-
stand the chiracters of the writers-or we think they( do.
which does quite as well. But he must be a great man in-
deed whose genius invests with a factitions value his old
pipes, brace-buttons, odd gloves, and cigar ashes. Affection
is, wve know, potent in attaching interest to objects asso-
iated with the loved ones; but he was not the wisest of

lovers who gave a beggar ha lf-a-crown for a half-penny bis
lady hlad just thrown to him, and wore the precions coin next
his heart while he lived-especially if it didn't happen to be
the same half-penny.

I have tried to impress these views on my friend Whiffls,
who is the greatest collector of literary relies I am acquainted
with; but without effect. Whiffles feels it bis destinv to col-
lect, if-to quote his own small joke at bis own small ex-
pense-it it-, uisny to collect his scattered thoughts. His
relies are Whifiles Withuut them he would be nothing, no-
bodv ; vith them, he is at least-a bore. His admiration of
great people is not of the highest kind, since he cares less for
them than their surroundings: is content to know little of
what they have done, if he can pick up something they have
bad . but -even a furniture acquaintance, a cast-off-clothing
intimacy, a waste-paper association with tbe illustrious, is not
without its satisfaction. Whifies will never achieve great-
nese b;he knows that ; but he feels all the bigger for sitting
in a great man's chair, poking his head into a warrior's bel-
met, or scrawling " Whiffles" with an author's pen. We ail
have a little of this weakness; b is strong in it. It is bis
form of hero worship-the variety of it reduced to the mean-
est capacity. But what he is it makes him, and among the
eternal necessities of things it may be-hard as it is to credit
-essential that the world should have a Whifles.

It was mv fortune to meet with our friend in the crisis of
his life. He was on the eve of comme,-ncingz the great vork
with which t fondiy believed bis name would be for ever
assoiated. This was nothing less than a collection of "The
Used Postage-Stamps of Great Men." Superb idea ! It had
strnck him, he modestly said, ail at once, and the mental
effect of the shock, he kindly added, had not been ofa serious
character.

" Cornsider," exclaimed he, with the natural pride of an in-
ventor, Ihow interesting! The stamps they have fingered !
the stamps they have licked! What more precious or intensely
interestinz? I began with a Tupper, an undoubted original.
It was supplemeuted by an Odger (half-penny), and there was
every prospect of my being favoured with a contribution froin
the friend of one of our greatest artist."

IlWhich one ?" I ventured to inquire.
' Him to whom we owe the gorgeous cartoon of the Nabob,

in a moment of eestatiecenjoyment, surrounded by envions
attendants, ready to sacrifice him for a pungent relish-But
the work is familiar to you: copies of it adorn most of our
public thoroughfares."

I affected a vague knowledge of this work of art-admitted
to pacify him that I might have encountered it,and proceeded
to inquire into the circumstances attending the failure of the
great collection, which was, when completed, to be presented
to the nation. Various reasons were otTered, but one will
suflice. It was that.he had failed to obtain the materials, and
perhaps inability to collect ought to be accepted as a reason-
able plea for their being no collection.

imprssced with the interest of the subjcctand the inability
of any one save Whifides to do justice to Whin~les, I1have pre-
vailed upon him to set down the rest of bis experiences in bis
own words. What follows, therefore, is a personal narrative
the authenticity of which may be relied upon.

Iln abandoniug my idea of this unique gallery, I did not
give up collecting. When I tell you that I have in my pos-
session a pass-check, used by Mr. Ruskin's valet on the occa-
sion of a visit paid by him to the Olympie Theatre, and
inscribd ain peculiar letters witlh the words In the Pigskin,'
1 know I shall excite your envy. But I will go further. It
was my good fortune on one occasion to see the late Lrod
Macaulay (I could hardly be mistaken in him, I think) pur-
chase a ballad in the street-a custom of bis, you will recol-
lect. Instantly I hastened to secure a ballad jrom the same
man ! And it is before me!1 What bis lordship's was, I don't
know; but the curions will be glad to learn that mine iscalle<
The Rum Go, and.bas this charming refrain:

Now that I calls a rummier go
Than right-fol-de-riddle-iddle right-fol-de-ro.1

The point of these words is no doubt pelitlcal-I hope not
Fenian.

SI have not the honour of George A. Sala's acquaintance;
but he will doubtless recall being in Denmark Street, St.
Giles's, on the night of the ioth of Uctober, 1862. I too waç
there, and knew him by a portrait in that week's 1 Penny
Bouncer. 11 was standing at a shop window, bis eyes fixed
on a placard inscribed ' Let-off Wearing ApprreUl No doubt
the great buinorist was, wit imyself, wondering who had
adopted the indecent course of abandoning bis or her gar-
ments, and making this audacious announcement of the fact-
in that chilly weatber, to! As if it wer not a violation of

the law to leave off wearing appurel, and this statement didi
not add to the offence. The G. H.'s attention was next drawn
towards a placard touching the price given for bones and rags
-a pietorial placard, on which were depicted the advantages
of economizing in these matters, namely, the privilege of
wearing a red coat, yellow trousers, a pea green waistcoat, andn 1
escorting a magenta woman te witness the apoptheosis of Fat
in a temple resembling the Crystal Palace. Both the placards
thus gazed upon by the 0.,FI. (I am pretty sure it wasl he) i
succeeded in securing. Need I say that to a literary mind they
are priceless ?

"I need not describe how other treasures came into my
bands. Enough that I have them, and that in their posses-
sion I naturally look down with proud superiority upon
feeble hero-worshippers. like those who drive Tennyson into
exile from the Isle of Wight, through their impertinent intru-
sions, or help to 'guy' the Chelsea philosophier as ho walkts
the streets, because of his literary white hair and philosophi-
cal glossy black coat. Without further preface, I wili give aq
list of new acquisitions :

I 1. Portions of a dinner service-two plates and a hale-
purchased at an establishment at which the Premier has
bought old china for his collection Identified as having b-.
longed to the Premier from dealer's assurance that it origin-i
ally comprised three courses.

2. Half a first-class return ticket for the Crystal Palace,
issued by the London, Chatham, and Dover Company, and
uised by the autAoress oj ' Laiy Audleyv's Secret!l /' The relie
is in a capital state of preservation. It bears on one side the
words, 1 L., C., and D. R. Return. C. Palace to Ludgate Hi1I.
1st Class. 2,159.' On the reverse-(' curiouly the reverse'-
AaiYLs) the announcement, ' his ticket leisised suject

to the general regulations and bye-laws of the Company, ndu
is not transferable nor available by express or fas't trains
çithout payment of the difference of fare.' It would be in-
teresting to know whether the fair authoress ascertained from
the Couipany ' the difference of fare' on her transferring the
ticket, lied shie been so minded.

"3. A document which appears to bc in the nature of a
bili, probably that of some favoured butcher of the period,
whoe privilege it l to help to sustain the cockles of the
merrv heart of the immortal author of the < Green Bsnhes
'.1. B. Buekstone, Esq., to John hump, Aug. 12th.

To 1 leg mutt., 61 lb............. Sa. 9id.
" lites for kitten..................d.

'Pade J. C....................... S. 9ýd.'

What a touching picture this simple document conjures up
in the minad's eve !('an we not see the genial coniedian,
English to the back-bone, eittlng down to his goodly leg con-
tented in mind? for his he not the happy conscionsuess that,
in the rude ortbography of the shambles, all i; pideV
Light of heart, too ; for bhas not his pet, his fireside dlarling
(his 'harmiless, necessary cat'--SHAKsPEARE) been Mercifully
cared for? '1Lites for kitten, 4d.'-touching sentence i A i,
J. B. B, whatever thy faults that day, donbt not but that, as
in the case of Uucle Toby, while the accusing Spirit wrote
them down, thy kitten's lights were dropped upon the words,
and wiped them ont for ever !I

" 4. Half a page from the washing-book of a distinjuished
literary lady, whose name, considering the delicate nature of
the relic, will only be revealed to the curious on the rt'eept
of -ix stamps. The fragment is most enigmatical, yet no
doubt capable of being deciphered. I give it in exeno:

Petts...................... 6
Handkifs......................
Pill case.....................4
Boddy.......................1
Stocks.......................6
Jac-Tow................... 1

in the endeavor to ascertain the mneaning of this fragnent [I
el i have only been partially successful. It is natural that

a lady should send four of her pets to be washed, thîuglh not,
I should have thought, to a laundress, wvho wounid hardI
have undertaken the responsibility. Beside!s, they could not
have required starching, and what lady would send one of
ber pets to get mangled? Againl 'handkfs '-I can m'mke
nothing of it save 'handenifsa,'and that seems odd. Se dees
that other instrument of punishment-the stocks. Then is
not 'body'-to correct the spelling-obvioisly set down at
random while the mind was running on sone sensational
incident? The same explanation may serve for the elucii-
tion of 'Jac Tow;' ise I give up that in despair with the
1 pilI case' (the only reasonable case for pille being the person
who swallows them). But does not ail this mystery add to
the absorbing interest of the fragment ?

"5. Autograph of the secretary of the Close-ian Club, at
Kirby Stephen. It la appended to a proposal to 1 place the
works of our Master in close consanguinity to the clear and
clever Chickweed, side by side with the ravinste of the robust
Ramshackle.'

"16. A. ervieue, marked in the corner G. E, obviouslyi
George Eliot. It has been objected that the inimitable
authoress of' Adam Ble' weould have her table-linen marked
with lier own initiale rather than those of ber nm de plume.
This is cleary begging the question. The ladyl iad learly a
choici, of action open to her, and what more probable than
that she should identify herseif in every way with her literary
life ? Besides there la an historical parallel for thi-s. Did
not a late Scotchman of unimpeachable character always
attirm his relationship to the Admirable Crichton on the
ground that the family lien was marked A. C.?

c7. Pencil of unknown artist. Doubtful. Length i inch,
Cut Initial B. B. $imilar pencils in use bylillais, Jones,
and $ir E L ndseer; especially by the former. [istory of
relie curions, but forgotten.

8. An original autograph letter addressed to Charles
Mathews, Esq , on a subject of extreme delicacy, allusion to
which will, 1 hope, be pardoned in the interest attaching to
the work itself: 1 Bow Stretm, Friday afternon.--Mr. Clark-
son begs to inform Mr. Mathews that his ilady's w-g shahl be
realy without fail r. C. will bring iL rouni l'

" 9 I reserve my greatest treaisure ti the last
NorFs oàn lt»inY a sio San TuS T osC r t ALunsLATS is Tu1. i-S

or% viliT.
Froîm my position as reighbour t'î the P. L. h an mlble to

give many curious particulare ruspecting him or his house-
hold. These offer in the order in which I have set them
down. Our dear Alfred Is often In his garden, especially in
fine weather. I have seen him there, and therefore know it

for a fact. On these occasions ho sometimes wears a garden-
bat, but no gloves. At least, not always. Sometimes, shail
we say? Judging froin observation, I shouhl siy that a rose
vas a favorite flower with blin. Perhaps from its perfume ?
The postman gous te bis house fre'quently, sotnetlin'ss three
times a day. It would bi an intetresting point of inquiry
whether ho approved or di'uipproved of the syiteni of giving

hbristms-boxes te pottigen? No passage lin the poticail
works throws any ligut on this pMint, so far as I renember.
The bakujri le;very regnlar in calling at the houte on bis
rounads-.ofte arriving theru wheîn tue steps are being cleaoned.
[t is a coincidence, thouigh triling ; but thetn, tritles-well,
well, I must not mor.aliz.aIn the wut wui:thur A. T. does
not disdatin an tumbrella, and i 1huve seen him cina aextra
coit; but thi.' w la inmvint'îr. Vu hwtve often wondered
whether the daugihter of a lhilf.par cl i ter near Ryde suggest.
ed the poet's ' Mad.' She has a lovely fice, and since the
publicitionm of thi po-1 ali ou ceverai occtSioni appeaîred in
whlite muslin .Sh did so et a bmi l lait Christn ts. I am
r-makiiig a collection of the autogçraph of the tradesmuen who
supply the poit: it will bu mnost interesting. I have those of
the grocer and the butcher. A sweep who was ouce called la
te see te the elinnev ias ails ki iy a ied hi smudge-he
is unable to write. M Ljor Jeikinî, of Freshuv;ter, b:ts been
kiid enough to furnishi a littie anucdote, or ratther trait of
character. B3ing in Liion he sv our dear Alfred I nu cab
in thue Strtnd-opposiît Rimmel's, h-.atice.l The cab w.s
a four-wheeler, I need hardly' yIr, as a in m of geunius would
not demnean niscf in a hansoim. 'Tihe ba ly of the vehicle
w ut green ; t 1 e wh'eIs red. The poet' was looking out on the
of eide. M ijor L. vs good enoigh to notice the nuiber of
the cab, and to write it down for ue, The number was 432.
With this interesting anecdote I will conclude."

And I also will close the list of thes Curiosities of Litera-
ture.-.loodit Aual.

mreeniwlii ch,pîiutl was opend Ii bt montlh as a toyeR Naval
Coutlge.

The expenses of the na uraton ditner of the Lont Mayor of
.ondon came to £1,4c31 t0s.

There are nowe tn Engtuh and Amterte'a.u 'rotesutaniît' piaces or
worship open every Stundaly in lart.

Thvr: m.imtî iti t tmllway '>,mpi ;arei arulvit to pit .Su' p.
In, carriages on the iumte t usL b'ween lo:lou antF1 i.
burgit.

At'mi ianuai . -Ili'ty has ben itbuui.lisîi aut New Orleans.
The Pic îyîue say that i n a peran i ucual toanly nationlalty
In the eny.

Tl'hearo atirttcotutts has i'ereit to hamnd over a pjiece
of landi l iiMethn.-green, to tic'! v'-e'try, a a pIleMiuîre gir.
den for 'the pi.îoor.

I aronlittiiraminn, tt i ramu Pcet 'r the inte, who built

Iiper iiltri n, n h ,way L to Lonatinope to engage
lu i iiiau Int.'errie, whir h VmiI me t de Lens,

Th mr.u.et b tween th, , Hh a Fr',ech sh'-mkir
wlj.airîyl c-me .r inin-i.r. Au mtnufacturer of
thl tvvi h o i to t' n y t h' ruis gratiLtsIîly to
thie kaigh',t i t- v whzio w niiieind'mî on codiîltiion that th i.r
h.anwiwork l'l to p ,a u a'rward

Ai rie ani ih,'iît is ..-u'i-hing haneis ighiors by
aî iid "trn' said to have beein cauglht lu the

ieut iii 'i'mo, hw t he'er 'iren muwas
t" t ' ' "îunr'e'r cinaslig of the -keletoun

),i t'' It ' iter'f mntkey, artitieally Joned ti th

AF'r'h rn or' horIIuîe r 'ays Lhat tan huas been
fç;i,i z,! I -, ii -îllel''uit 1 r.i,,uftive îujalliu', *1ue1 j'ctutiiîi,îo .
For ranal yearrs an re farmer has ntroIucd as mîa iriln-
tity or the r"'hi, oihte urk iet in tuing intl each lu lie on
ltinLii a dit thas boe, suticce lut in preservl ir his
lel ree riomt thle d'im.

Thi' Fi-aiiuîx 'în Ann"ty \ s'>ehatIon hainve iiiie arrangements
u tc ir'e t rn e or'f th- ban o' fthe Itih, r Irish, Regt-
mnt t'or e York state Mt iit, lt a hatzaar tb he hetl IIn ila
Rit ilnie, l>nii tn, un St. ['.itrlick's tDay, for the prjuoî if or raIiing
ft i to iiay oirr ti e:ce iiincrr,d on behairizul the relea'ed
Fian priloner, J ariJ. Klekia, ln contîuns the repre-
CIrtiLtlîIî iir i- ry ast Mr. mo, th r II mutier

for that county. ILt 14statetId tt 'the inman C niy havi
un'rtaken to give te' baind at fr saton alAgO.

street sIn i'Lzfiln Paris appears to bel a lucrative and not un-
dlesirawe proreaoIn-, . The iîinber 1,4ntrietlyIhliiltel to I 0à, niti1
the pliI e never grant a -à'rsh tl(es (for no oni, l saoweil to
sing pro'e trnay in the stre'eitsii nhut a perima) save ta re-
place a membe"r dra or retured. Whi tLhe ticense the artst
rer'ivs f a tîlm.da'lit, w lh hle is bioîind to irîlae whent calIAil

rndi,, anî h nti',ahiît e'ry song to the Cansorshuip. 'MosL
or the menfiuabers iorn'e thIr nwn wordwhih are printed
and iiitriibted in thousands li tee papie, &e. A goiod singer
cai mk" fron eight to twelv sthtiings per dliem1.

M>ny o four readers says the <raphit will rememibuer
i tmoah, te agit of the Natna Sahibl, who 'avenged ths li-

or ht'i i % lits ut i 'il u t'ci tîuIjî b>' InaLIZatlag i lit- h rt.hi,
initiniei. A LIiinct a correspondent or the Priend of ndi,
we hav' hii a sim uis vnt'rer amon ii, i",preparodto n-
fier uLi" tcontry a tuiar rv. A yougi A îî prine". we
are olit, h bi.'eliv .: i, hl' lan, tinln, ukt" Anuîla, a
rf ayacepn- lit soeb ty, iespeelially amnong hel'ieýs or a roman.tt-
Tie turi or iiii, a' wh 'ih idi rifr a handI m i)ndbui prince
seem ni.Irr.'ti i. . Azim ah ca, seu ml iI the
f t wortl, aini th Arglin, it .'l' i t, is k 'ly to rouoiw
lit ei p tiwt 1..t Itel, itP( 1 decared thut a lay wh-tv a'iroelroctionq
lie- hd prorted ha hn thicne or hi" tsrue character
ieîitg idlcoverri. To her he 'o'iieii thi li f-act ihat t ho s a
Rtai sui; andi I am itLiedi ofLprt f t ils hier tmt. lie
hi fori n l e timepreviouslyt een'rident Iin t ietr hirg.
Itqiwie ve. r tiis ni.ay iw, the idy tni' lier hshaml):ti ndtî, thi, h us-
barni tolt th, ildimi I I), so that Lhe Ar a an elients-IL
rnay iuosellhav hy this tinte iben Invîstiated. r .t

ri.the torytrÇ3 go.n t lut ,roamiiuiti sernoumewham t aguait
ilt a I'ty. t doeii n iot m ilily liia thii Afghan %vou Id
couilii'ti' th tnio.r.ut or his missim evu to u liy. nor tiat the
In.ly, undir th' cini iii t ti' rt i , 1 wanli tike lier hi usiaal
',îîîui tir eiiî'''l' r I, tient 'ofviiît, '-iry, is ;t t l ie -a
' i eo"r iftii' Ai u'or f iiih l; bit lthe irctumtstaince if
rui'. W'ul'l Pii luowayî iatIr oia ay,. Suhere Alby, li one
ha!f or tiî.riivmi fu,ilv i 'îtuiti15ily f I ltai'e 't Ig itî'.t
thc i • itifit tho A itir i utsilt) moeo d ly e teniles
tinii nniong its mmineinbers. 'Th ciory1 .4priti pally iitaie for
its resmlance to that, or Azinooitb woie witiias supposed to ie
in ti'he cn C4n' or ' at th' tirro u miienii svar.
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