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‘Rabelais in 1483. Samuel TaylorC'oleridge ‘whose opinion is
worth having, sayg ;=

“ Reyond a doubt, Rabelais was among tho deepest, as- well
as boldest, thinkers of his age. "His buffoonery was not mere-
ly Brutus s rough stick, which contained a rod of gold : it was
NECcessary as an amulet against the monks and legates, * * ¢
I class Rabelais with the great creative minds of the world—
Shakespere, Dante, Cervantes, &c.

The 1st of March is yet further to be remembered s one
amony many days associated with the bestowal of the Vic-
toria Cross upoun heroic soldiers and sailors, who now receive
in this Order of Valour as great a reward for their hard knocks
as the general officers get in the Order of the Bath forleadmg
them where they get well peppered. Trifling as is the in-
trinsic value of the little bronze maltese cross, with its scroil
bearing merely the words « For Valour,” it bas hitherto been
honestly bestowui which is more than can be said for certain
academic titles bostowerl by some Universities, such as D.D,,
LL.D, D.C L, too often conferred on persous utterly unwor-
thy of them, that iz if the titles are to be the test of sound
learning, ripc scholarship, and brilliant literary or scientific
attaioments,

CURIOSITIES OF LITERATURE.
BY WILLIAM SAWYER.

A taste for relics is like a taste for caviare: it'is generally
acquired ; and it may be afirmed of it with confidence that
it is not worth acquiring. An exception may perhaps be
made in favour of antozraphs, because they help us to under-
stand the chdracters of the writers—or we think they do,
which does quite as well. But he must be a8 great man in-
deed whose genius invests with a factiticus value his old
pipes, brace-buttons, odd gloves, and cigar ashes.  Affection
is, we know, potent in attaching ianterest to objects asso-
«iated with the loved ones; but he was not the wisest of
lovers who yrave a beggar half-a-crown for a h,xlf-penm his
lady had Jﬂ\t thrown to him, and wore the precious coin next
bis heart while he hvcd—espcually if it didn’t happen to be
the same half-penny.

I have tried to impress these views on . wmy friend Whifilss,
who is the greatest collector of literary relics [ am acquainted
with ; but without effect, Whiflles feels it his destiny to col-
lect, if—to quote his own small joke at bis own small ex-
pense—it iU iz ouly to collect his scatlered thoughts, His
telics are Whiflles  Without them he would be nothing, no-
body ; with them, he is at least-—a bore. His admiration of
rreat people is not of the highest kind, since he cares less for
them than their surroundings: is conteat to know little of
what they have done, if he can pick vp something they have
had, but e¢ven a furniture acquaintance, a cast-off-clothing
mnmrwv a waste-paper association with the illustrious, is not
without st satisfaction, Whifiles will never achleve great-
ness ; he knows that; but he feels all the bigger for sitting
in a great man's chair, poking his head into a warrior's hel-
met, or scrawling ¢ Whirles” with an authoc's pen. We all
have a little of this weakness; he is strong in it. It is his
form of hero worship—the variety of it reduced to the mean-
est capacity. But what he is it makes him, and among the
eternal necessities of things it may be—}nrd as it is to credit
—<ssential that the world should bave a Whitlles,

It was my fortunc to meet with our friend in the crisis of
his life. He was on the eve of commencing the great work
with which he fondly believed his name would be for ever
associated. This was nothing less than a collection of **The
Used Postage-Stamps of Great Men.” Superb idea! It had
struck him, he modestly said, all at once, and the mental
«ffect of the shock, he kindly added, had not been of a serious
character.

“ Consider,” exclaimed he, with the natural pride of an in-
ventor, ‘¢ how interesting! The stamps they have fingered !
the stamps they have licked! What more precious or inteusely
intcresting? I began with a Tapper, au undoubted original.

t was supplemeuted by an Odger (balf-penny), and there was
every prospect of my bemg favoured with a contribution from
the fricnd of one of our greatest artists.” g

¢« Which one 77 I ventured to inquire.

“ Him to whom we owe the gorgeous cartoon of the ‘Iabob
in a momeat of ecstatic enjoyment, surrounded by envious
attendants, ready to sacrifice him for a pungent relish But
the work is familiar to you: copies of it adorn most of our
public thoroughfares.”

I affected a vague knowledge of this work of art—admitted
to pacify him that I'might have encountered it and proceeded
to inquire into the circumstances attending the failure of the
great collection, which was, when completed, to be presented
to the naiion. Various reasons were offered, but one will
suffice. It was that he had failed to obtain the materials, and
perhaps inability to collect ought to. be accepted as a reason-
able plea for their being no collection.

Impressed with the interest of the subject, and the inability
of any one save Whifiles to do justice to \Vnu’ﬂcs I have pre-
vailed npon him to set down the rest of his experiences in bis
own words. What follows, therefore, is a personal narmtwe.
the authenticity of which may be l‘t.hc.d upon.

“In abandoniog my idea of this unique gallery, I did not
give up collecting. When I tell you that [ have in my pos-
ression a pass-check, used by Mr. Ruskin’s valet on the occa-
sion of a visit paid by him to the Olympic Theatre, and
inscribed in peculiar letters with the words fIn the Plgakm !
I know I shall excite your envy. But] will go further. It
was my good fortune on one occasion to sce the late Lrod
Macaulay (I could hardly be mistaken in him, | think) pur-
chase a ballad in the street—a custom of his, you will recol-
lect. Instantly 1 hastened to secure a ballad from the same
man! Anditis before me! What his lordship’'s was, I don't
know ; but the curicus will be glad to learn that mine lscallul
*The Rum Go, and bas this charming refrain:

¢ Now that I calls a rummier go
Than right-fol-de-riddle-iddle right-fol-de-ro.!

The point of these words is no doubt. political—I hope not
Fenian.

‘1 have uot the honour of George A. Sala's acquaintance;
but he wiil doubtless recall being in Denmark Street, St.
Giles's, on the night of the 10th of October, 1862, I tuo was
there, and knew him by a portrait in that week’s ¢ Penny
Bouncer.! Hu was standing at a shop window, his eyes fixed
on a placard inscribed ¢ Let-off Wearing Apparel.!  No doubt
the great humorist was, with myself, woadering who had
adopted the indecent course of abandouning his or her gar-

- ments, and making this audacious announcement of the fact—
-in that chilly weather, too! As if it wer: nota vm]ation of

I should have thought, to a laundress,

the law to leave off wearlng ﬂpp’\ml and t‘xiq statement did
not add to the offence. The G. H.'s attention was noxt drawn
towards a placard touching the price given for bones and rags-

—a pictorial plncm-d on which wero depicted the ndvantages .

of economizing in these matters, namely, the privilege of
wearing a red coat, yellow trousers, n pea zreen waistooat, and

vscorting & magenta woman to witnuss the apotheosis of Fat’
Both the placards

in a temple resembling the Crystal Palace.
thus gazed upon by the Q. H. (I'am pretty sure it was ho) 1
succeeded in securing. Need I say that to a literary mind they
are priceless ?

%1 need not describe how other treasures came into my
hands. Eanough that I have them, and that in their posses-
sion [ naturally look dowa with proud suporiority upon
feeble hero-worshippers, like those who drive ‘Tennyson into
oxile from the Isle of Wight, through their impertinent intru.
sions, or help to ‘guy’ the Chelsea philosoplier as he walks
the streets, because of his'literary white hair and philomphi-
cal glossy black coat.  Without furlher preface, [ will givea
list of new acquisitiouns :

“ 1. Portions of a dinner service—two plates and a ladle—
purchased at an establishment at which the Premier bas
bought old china for his collection ldentified as having be-
longed to the Premier from dealer's assurance that it origin-
ally comprised three courses.

w2, Half a first-class retarn ticket for the Crystal Palace,
issued by the London, Chatham, and Dover Company, and
used by the authoress oj tLady Awdley's Secret ! The relic
is in a capital state of preservation. It bears on one side the
worls, ¢ L, C., and D. R. Return. C. Palace to Ludgate Hill,
l st Class. 3,159 Oa the reverse—(¢ curiously the reverss'—

('ARLYLR) the aonouncer neat, ¢ This ticket is issned suhject
to the general regulations and bye-laws of the Company, anid
is not transferable nor awvailable by express or fast tmins
without paymeat of the difference of fare” It would be in-
teresting to know whather the fair authoress ascertained from
the Company ¢ the differvnce of fare’ on her transferring the
ticket, had she been so minded,

3, A document which appaars to be in the nature of a
bili, prooably that of some favoured butcher of the period,

whose privilege it iz to help to sustain the cockles of the
merry heart of the immortal author of the ¢ Green Bushes )
¢.1. B. Buckstone, Esq., to John Chump, Auyg. 13th.
Tol legmutt, 6} Tbo..... ... .. 85 9d.
“ lites for kitten............... 44,

tPade J.CLuiiviiine crnien e oa.. 88, 934

What a touching picture this simple document coujur:s up
in the miad's eye! (an we not see the genial comedian,
English to the back-bone, sitting down to his goodly leg, con-
tented in mind? for has he not the bappy consciousuess that,
in the rude orthography of the shambles, all iz pade?
Light of heart, too; for has not his pet, his fireside darling
(his ‘harmlu~ uvc‘ssﬂr) cat ' —SuaxspeArE) been muercifully
cared for? ¢Lites for Kitten, 3d.'—touching sentence 1 A%,
J. B. B, whatever thy faults ‘that day, doubt not bat that, as
in the case of Uncle Toby, while the accusing Spirit wrote
them down, thy kitten's lights were dropped upon the words,
and wiped them out for ever!

“ 4, Half a page from the washing-book of a distinguished
literary lady, whose name, considering the delicate nature of
the relic, will only be revealed to the curious on the reesipt
of six stamps. The fragment is most enigmatical, yet no
douht capable of being deciphered. I give it in rxienso:

tPetts. ... ... P 6
Haundkis. ... ..... pee e, 12
Pillcase....... ............. 4
Boddy A |
Stocks. P N
Jac-Tow............ R ¢

{n the endeavor to ascertain the meaning of thiz fragment; [
fee! I have only been partially succ«*ful It is natural that
4 lady should send four of her pets to be washed, though not,
who “would hardly
have undertaken the responsibility. Besides, they could not
have required starching,and what lady would send one of
her pets to goet mangled 7 - Again, ‘handkfs’—=I-can make
nothing of it save ‘handcuffs and that scems odd.: So does
that other instrument of punishment—the stocks.  Then,
not ‘body’—to - correct the »pullmb——obkualy st down M.
tandom while the mind was running on sotne: sensational
incident? - The same explanation ‘may sérve for the elucida-
tion of ‘Jac Tow;' uvlse I give up that in- despair with the
tpill case’ (the ouly reasonable case for pitla being the person
who . swallows. them).  Buai does not all this mystery add to
the absorbing interest of the fragment ?

15, Autograph of the secretary of the Close-ian Club, at
Kirby Stephen, - Itis nppcndud to a proposal to ¢ place the
works of ‘our. Master in close cons.mgmmty to the clear and
clever Chickweed, side by s:da with the ravings of the robu-;t.
Ramshackle., .-

116, A servielte, marked .in the. corner G. b obviously
George Etiot. It has been objected that the inimitable
aunhoress of f Adam Bede’ would have her table-linen marked
with her owa initials rather than those of her nom de plume.
This is clearly begging the question.. The lady: had clearly a
choice of action opuen: to her, and - what more probable than
that she should identify herscif in every way with-her literary
life 7. Besides. there is an historical ‘paratlel for this.  Did
not' a Iate Scotchman of unimpenchable character always
affirm his relationship to. the “Admirable Crzchton on the
ground that the family linen was marked A, C.2

« 7. Pencil of unknown artist.: Doubtful.  Length 13 inch.
Cut. Initial ‘B. B, Similar pencils in use by \hllm ,Jones
and $ir. E- Lauodseer; especially by the former. Hlsmry of
relic curious, but forgotten’.

%8 An original autograph . lcuer nddr(.sar'd to Charles
Mathews, Esq., on a subject of extreme dvlw.xcy, allusion to
which wxll I hope, be pardoned “in the interest attaching to
the work ltself- ¢ Bow Street, Friday afternoon.—Mr. Clark-
gon begs to inform Mr, Mnthews that his lady's w-—g shall bo

ready without fail "Myl C, will bring it ronnd.
s %9 ] reserve my greuu,sb treasure to the lust.
“NOTES OF A LADY REBIDING NEAR THE POET LAUREATE N THE I5LE
L -OF WIGHT.

“ From my poqmon a8 neighbour to the l’ L. I am able to
give many curious particulars respecting him. or his houso-
bold. " 'Thess [ offer’in the order 'in which 1 have set them
down. Our dear Alfred is often in his garden, especially in
fine weather,

“undertaken togive the bamd 2

der thls country a simiiar services,

I-have seen him thers, and. lhr.n,forl, know it

for a fact. - On’ these oceasions ho somotimes woars a gnrden-
hat, but no gloves. At lonst, not always. Somotimes, shall
wo smy? Judging from ohscrvatlon I should 8ay that a rose
wasg a favorite flower with him, l’erhnm from: it3s" porfume ?
The postman goes to his house frequently, sometimas three
times a day. [t would by an interesting point of inquiry
whether he approved or disapproved - of the syitom of giving
Christmas-boxes to postmen?  No passage in the postival
works throws aay ligat on this point, 50 fur as I remember,

‘The bakyr is very regnlar:in calling at the house on his

rounds—olten arriving thers whon the steps are beinz cloaned,
It iy a coincidence, though trifling; but then, tllﬂus-—woll
well, T must not momhz:. In the wet w lt.hur A.T. doeg
not dmrlmn an umbrella, and 1 have dovn him in an extra
coat; but this was in wiatsr.  Wo hwe often wondaered
whethor the daughter of a half-pay offizer near Ryide suggest.
ed the poat's * Maud.’ She hasa lovely fiwce, and since the
publication of ths posn has ou ssveral ocessions appeared in
white muslin. She did so at n ball last Christnws, I am
making & collection of the autograph of the tradesmen who
supply the poat: it will be most inteéresting. 1 have those of
the grocer and the butchier, A sweep who was ouce called in
to see to the chimaeys has also kindly aldsd bhis sinudge—he
is unable to write. - Mijor Jenkins, of Freshwater, has been
kind cnough to furmish a littls ancedots, or rather trait of
character.  Baing in London, he siw our dear Alfred In u cab
in the Strand—opposite Rimmal's, he noticed,  Thu cab way
a four-wheeler, [ nead hardly say, as a mn of geanius would
not demoan himself in & hansom. The boly of the vehicle
was green; the whaels red.  Tha poet was looking out on the
off side. Mijor J. was good enough to notice the number of
the cab, and to write it dowan for me. The nunber was 433,
With this interesting anecdote I will conclude.!”

Aad I also will close the list of these Curiosities of Litora-
ture.— Hood's Annual.
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Greeuwleh Hospital was opened hast month as o Ruyal Navu)
College.

The expenses of the inagnration dinner of the Lord Mayor of
London eame to £1,130 10s,

There arve now ten Bnglish and Amerieau Protostant’ piaces of
worship open every Sunday in Pariz,

The Narth British Rattway Company are about to put sleap.
fng edrrbuzes on the limited mails baween London and Edine
burgh,

A Candian Soclety bias been established &t New Orleans,
The Picosune says that 1o personnel it is equal toany nationality
in the ciiy,

The Barousss Burnleti-Coutls has oderad (0 hand over a piece
of 1and {n Bethoal-gresa to th Tocal vestry, s a pleasure gar-
den for the poor,

Baron thuassmann, the faous Peefect of the Seine, who baiit
Tmperial Paris, 15 now on his way to Condantinopie 0 enguge
fnsome financind entarprise, where hs will moat M. de Lesseps,
whio is negatinting aboat the Sy Canal diflealty.

The taarnameat batwoeen the Kaglish aad Freneh shoe-makoars
will shortly come oF al Bondozae-saramar, . A moanafaciarer of
tha toawn has oleved o sappiy the cacterlals grataliously W
the kabeits of the awi who will conteud on comlition that their
handiwork falls (o Gis pos-essbon aflorwands,

A Parlsian ehergist s boen astosishing his neighbourm by
exhibiting s supiposcd @ S{een’ satd to have been enaght in the
B|enoof Oxbmtsk, Oa favestgation, however, the Siren was
Gt 1o be of Jajstnpss nranafaelare, consisting of the skefeton
of the-bewd and shomlders of a nonkey, artistieally jJoined to the
boedy of wotsh,

A Frenelr Joarnad of hortfeallare suys that tan has been
fonind o be san cdlclent prevaentive agalnst the potato disedase;
Fur several yeurs 8 Frenes farmer has Introduced nsmudl gaan-
tity of the resldua of the bark usedd in tanniog into each hole on
planting potatoes, and has been saecesssful in preserving his
Helds free fromm the disease,

The Fentan Amnesty Assoclation have made arcangements
to seeare the presenee of the batd of the 60th, or Irish, Regl-
ment of New York State Milttia, at 2 bazuar to he held in the
Rotunda, Dublin, on St Patriek’s Day, for the purpose of ralsing
fands to pay ol the expenses incurrid on bohalf of the reloased
Fanlan prisoner, Charles J. Kiclcham, in contesting the repre-

Cwentation of Tippery ngainst Me Haron, the present momber

it s stated that the

a froe

for that eounty, Inman Canipaay have

saloon passagae,

Street singing in Parls appears (o ba  luerative and not un-
desirnbie profession, The number Iy strietly imited to 103, and
the poliee never grant a frosh - tlecnge (for no one I8 allowsd
sing professionally in the strests withoQt a permis) save to re.
pince 4 mamber doat or retired. With the llcense the artist

recrives aomeidal, which he is bound Lo proeduace when callad
upen, and ha mist sabioit every song to the Censorship.  Most

of the members compaze thelr nwn words, which are printad
aml distribuated in thousands in tea papears, oo A goad singer
can make (rogn elght to twelve shillings per diem,

Many of our readers, says the Graphie, will romember
Azimoniah, the agant of the Nana Sabtb, who avenged the jil-
sseenss of  his mission o London by fnstigating the Indian
mutinles, Accariding 1o n correspondent of the Friend of India,
wi have had asimtlar adventarer among ug, prepared to ron-
A young Afstian prines, we
are Lol his been livioyg in Loadon, fhicling, like Azhnoolah, a
rendy aceeptanc: in saciuty, eapsetaily winong ndied of o roman-
tie turn of mind, to whean tha blea of & handsose Indian prioce
seems Irresistinle,  Azimooinh cansed soma  seandal {nthe
fashionable world, and the Afghan, {t 14 sald, 15 Hkoly to Mllow
his example, Dadeel, {1 s declared that alady whose affactions
T hvl appropricted bas been the eause of hix true character
hoing diseovered, To hor he contldad the fact that ho was a
Rissinn spy ; ad i s aclded Insupport of Lafs belief that he
had for some thne prmirmsl} been pesidont i St Petersbarg,
However this muy be, the lady tnld her hushand and tha hus-
barl told the Indin Ofige, 50 that the Afzhiun's antecolonts—it
may by supposeid-have by this time bean investigated. Sonl
faast the story goos,  Bat probubilities seem aomaewhat agninst
its accatiey, Tt .does not seamn Hkely that the Afghan would
eoafide the sporat of hiz mission oven to i lady, nor that the
Ludy, stnder thy eircamistances atleged, would take her hushand ’
into hor confdanes. The hera of the story is stated to-bea
venr rebitive aof the Aneer of Caabal; bat the cirenmstance, it
trae, would in no way finplicate oac ally, Shere Ally, as one
hatfaf the royal fmnlly of Caubul Iy usually to rebellion against
thay other half, and the Amoer hns no more deadly enemies
than among s members. - The story 1 priucipally notahle for

its resemblance to that of Azimoolnb, who was supposed Lo he
in the canfldenre of Russhiat-the time of the Crimean war




