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‘It js a tradition of the carly Catholic ages,
that n chapel being built on the spot from which
Christ ascended, it was found impossible either
to pave the place on which he last stood and
where the mavks of his feet retnained, or to close
the roof over that place, and which was the path
<of his ascent,”—1t. J, Fozx.

*Tis an old legend, and though barn
In superstition’s night,

Tts import beautiful and true
To those who read it right.

For the dear footprints of our Lord
Nor time nor art effuce :

Still over earth’s dark wilderness
His glorious steps we trace.

And the bright path of his ascent
Into the peaceful skies,

O ! what shall veil it to our hope,
Or close it from our eyes.

Life has wild tracts where we should sink
In unguish and dismay,

Had not his patient footsteps passed,
And sanctified the way»

And death I—Uefore its portals dark
How should we trembling stand,

Did not that glorious path reveal
Jesus at God’s right band.

O! blessed Saviour !——tendcr guide,—
Humanity's sweet friend,—

In life or death, thou, only thou,
Cunst solace ov defend.

E. J D.
DMontreal, Ist Nov. 1844,

THE UNITY OF GOD,
THE DISTINGUISHING FEATURE OF TIIE
JEWISH FAITIL

A SERMON
By the Rev. Morris I. Raphall, B, 4., D. Ph.

¢ I¥ear, O Israel! the Lord our God, the Lord
is one '—Deuyr. i, 4.

This was the sum and substance of the fst
commandment which the Eternal spoke to their
whole assembly on the mount from the midst of
the fire, when he said, * Tam the Lord thy God,
who brought thee out from the land of E.r”n,
from the house of bond.l-vl, 3 thou shalt’ have no
other gads before me.” All this is condeused in
the short but powerfully expressive sentence
€ Hear, O Israel! the Lovd our God, the Lord
is one!”  One, absolute, immaterial, indivisible,
without equal or associate ; without plurality of
essence or of person.  Eternal, Omuipotent,
-Omniscient, Qmaipresent, and Immutable 5 who
alone of all that exists ean proclaim  himself,
I ast, because Fle is the only one whose existence
is fuhkerent, absolute and unconditionals  Imma-
terial—Ile is not confined to spuce, nor subject
to the accidents of matter, Eternal—FHe was
without beginning and without end, therefore
not subject to the inlluence of time. Ommpu.
tent—Ile suffices to himsell alone, and requires
neither compxmmn nov associnte.  One—He is
pertect.  Such is the God who created and who
preserves the universe 5 the God who brou"m
Israel out of Egypt, and whom alone they wor-
ship; the God whoe revealed himselt on Sinai’s
Mount, thot his unity might become known to
maunkind,. For the principal object of revelation
must be, and is, to place within the reach of man
those truths to which his own unaided researches
could not lead him, but with swhich, ueverthe-
less, it is most essential for the welfare of his
soul, and the happiness of his species, that he
should be nequaiuted. I say traths to which his
own unuided researches could not lead him, for
man's researches must ever be guided by his rea-
son, and though religious trath, as such, will
always command the assent of reason, or 1 rathev,
will never present itself, in ashape so fuestiona-
ble as to be réjected by humah reason, yet as
reason, the attribute of man, is, like himself,
finite and limited, whereas, religious truth relates
to the attributes %t Him who is infinite and un-
limited ; it follows that human reason unaided
by rc-vvl'\tum, cannut form to jtselt uny concep-
- tion of that which is so much purer, holier,
gmmlu‘ thanitself, and in speaking of which,
_man is obliged to employ words to which he ean
attach no clear and positive idea, but which le
must define by negatives, Thus it is evident
that religious truths of a higher order can only
become known to man by meaus of revelation [
a fact, to which, moreover, the (.xpu'n.n(,u of nll
“ages ‘and of all nations affords its testimony.
~Tor if it had becn possible for. human research to.
.. arrive at such truths, t.lul pmfmmd wisdom of o

Socrates, the sublime xm.dllutlons of a I’lnto, the
" indéfitigable studies'sf an Aristotle, might have
“~Jed to results as important, to knuw]uléc as cer-
© tain, and to authority as generally 'u,knowledbcd
-as the legation of Moses, . But such whas not, and
-coitld not'be the case,” for to none of these great
e, though' tha most celebmted of * profum. an.
‘tiquity, though gifted with ¥éasen’ as 'powerful
und penetrating as ever fell to the share of mor-
‘tal man, to nonc of them was that grnnted, the
want of which Socrates and Plato deplored, and

without which the highest_religious truth remains
beyond the reach of man ~—namely, that revela-
tion or communication from on high, which, as
God alone knows himself and can reveal himself,
proves the legation of Moses to have been divine;
and by meuns of which, whatever of veligloas
truth has become known to man, is either foun-
ded on that legation or recorded in its history.
And of all the truths which that legation has
been the means of promulgating, the first is the
Ustry of God.  Indeed to me it appears clear
that the chief purposes for which the Jewish reli-
gion was founded, for which the law was given,
for which so many miracles were wrought, and
s0 many observances weve instituted, were—Ffirst
to mpart to mankind in the fullest, cleavest, and
most anthentic manner, the knowledge of that
greatest of truths, ¢ the Lord our God is one ;
and, secondly, to preserve that knowledge among
them by means of witnesses, with whose very
existence as individuals and as a people, and with
whase every act of worship, public or private, the
profession of this truth, the belief in the unity
of’ God, should become identified to sueh n degrvee
as to render it the distinguishing feature of their
faith. Let me dircct your most serious attention
to these two points 3 and may He whose loving
kindness is extended to all who approach Him
with humility of heart and singleness of purpose,
vouchsafe to enlighten your minds and my own,
that we may clearly perceive, and duly appreciate,
the importance of the inquiry on which we now
enter,

1. The chief purpose for which the Jewish
religion was founded, was, first, to impart to
mankind in the fullest, clearest, and most authen-
tic manner, the knowledge of that greatest of
traths, ¢ ‘The Lord our God is one.’

If we carefully examine the most ancient and
most trustworthy of historical records, the sacred
Seriptures, we find that man, in the exercise of
that free will with which the Creator has endow-
ed him, soon became disobedient : und that the
more he yielded to his ewn passions, to his sen-
suality, his vanity, and his sordid selfishness, the
more he became estranged from that Being who
is all-perfect, and from that truth which it be-
hooved him to cherish ; and though a sense of
his own weakness and of his dependence on some
superior or controlling influence, taught man the
necessity of propitinting whatever was greater
and mightier than himself, it wasnot to the Eter-
nal that he directed his thoughts. He raised his
eyes to heaveu and beheld its hosts, but did not
inquire ¢ who created these,”  He felt the geniul
warmth of the sun, and he worshipped ; he ad-
mired the pale light of the queen of night and of
her radiant attendants, and again he worshipped ;
be heard the loud peals of thq., thunder, and was
alarmed , he saw his favourite deities obseured,
and he tlmnhlud. Wherever he looked around
him he beheld evidences of power far surpassing
his own, and he bent before them.  But he be-
held those powers acting in so many various and
even conflicting ways that he could not, because
he would not, trace effects so dissimilar to one
first great cause. Therefore his imagination influ-
enced alike by his hopes and by his fears, depicted
cach manifestation of the workings of nature as
the act, either of some madignant being to be
dreaded, or of some beneficent being to be thanked ;
in the former case his terrors extorted the same
adoration, that in the Jatter his gratitude and
expectations prompted him to yield.  We cannot
with certainty decide how soon this worship of
strange pods began to be practised by man,
Tradition tells us that as early as the days of
Enosh, the third in descent from Adam, mankind
began to transter their worship from the Creo-
tor to the creature ; from Ilim who gifted them
with reason to the offspring of their own imagi-
nation.  One wonld have thought that the fatal
catastrophe which befel that sinful race must
have impressed on the minds of the chosen few
who survived the waters of the deluge, a feeling
of awe and of love for the power that preserved
them s Dut few as there were, there was a Ham
among them ; and he who drew down upon his
head the just malediction of an ontraged parent,
could not have been yery scrupulous or attentive
to the instruction of his own children. Once
more mankind forsook theivr Ged! Iow soon
after the deluge they relapsed into the worship of
jdols sacred Seripture does not tell us 3 but that
the defection began emly aund was by no means
confined to the descendants of Ham, is proved to
us by the words of Jushua, who addressing the
[sraclites, says, ¢ Thus saith the Lord God o.
Israel ; beyond the river your fathers dwelt of
old, ‘Terah, the futher of Alraham, and the father
of Nuhor, and worshipped other gods.” (Joshua
xxiv. 2.)  That it was not long before the ado-
ration due to the Creator degenerated still further,
and that aling with, or us representing, 'the
powers of nature, men began to sworship idols,
images made by human hauds, is proved to us by
the words of Laban, uho, when some figures
(Teraphim) had been carried away from his
house, wmplmns why hust thou stelen my gods?”
(Gen. xxxi, 80.)  And that this vain bellef, this
outrage on reason and religion spread more and
more, and grew stronger amd stronger, ‘is proved
to s by the fact, that though in the days “of
Atralinm there was a -Melchizeileck, = priest of
the ‘Most ‘High God, and'who asa priest, sust
have had a congrcgntion -of' fuithful'to which he
ministered ; that though Joseph, when address-
tng Pharadh of hig days, directs theking’s thoughts
to God, who alone can ease his mmd, God shall
give Pharnoh an answer of peace ;* (Gen xii. 16)
and in, return hears the king confess tlw powel‘ of
God, * - Forasmuch as . God hiath qhowul thee all
tlns, thele is none so discrect and wisce as t.hou

art 3 (ibid, 30,) yet:whein, a feiv generations la-

ter, Mosds presents himself before Pharaoh in the
name of the Eternal God, so completely is all
trace of thnt name lost, that the king at once
confesses his jgnorance, and exclaims, ¢ I know
not the Lerd,”  (Exodus v. 2.)

But though men forgot their God, e did not
forget them. Not only did he continue to them
his manifold bounties, without which they could
not exist even one moment, but while they, in
the perverse abuse of their own free will, sought
to rivet firmer and tirmer the chains of supersti-
tion and ignorance, He. in the fulness of merey,
provided for them the means of returning frecly
and without constraint, to light and to teuth.
Among the myrinds who prostrated their reason
and wiltully closed their mind’s eye, there was
ene man who looked around him and reflected.
Nature, in the vastness of its immensity, attracted
his notice, and while he adinired the creation,
his soul gradually became conscious of the Crea-
tor. ‘T'radition tells us that Abraham recognised
God in Ilis works, and when he did so in humil.
ity aud devotion, Revelution was afforded to him
to guide and purify his meditations. s falth
wis put to many a test, his constancy had to pass
through many an ordeal j but his faith still clung
to the assurance, there is one 2l Shaddai, * Al-
mighty God ;' and his coustancy was rewarded
with the promise, that in kiza and his posterity
all the nations of the earth should le blessed.
Thus strengthened by a knowledge of the truth,
Abraham went forth, the missionary of the Lovd,
Wherever he came he proclaimed the name of
the Eternal and Indivisible One, and thus once
more a ray of light and of truth broke through
the general gloom. The work thus begun by
Abraham was continued by his son Isaae, nnd
his grandson Jacob 5 and that which had been
the faith of one man, became the belief of a
family. Yet among the millions of idolaters,
throughout the wide extended sway of eraft and
jgnorance, the influence of one fumily must of
necessity, have been very limited. Therefore it
was provided that that family should increase and
become a nation ; and in erder to preserve the
descendants of that family from mixing and be-
coming lost amongst the crowds that surrounded
them, in order to keep them isolated and distinet,
they were transplanted to n country, the inhabi-
tants of which, were averse to strangers in gen-
eral, and to shepherds especially,—disdaining in-
tercourse or connexion with this alien vice. And,
as mankind is most strongly attracted by contrast,
it was so ordained, that when the descendants of
this family had increased and multiplied, and
were become u nation, they should be placed in
the most abject and degraded condition—that of
slaves~—used with barbarous cruelty 5 and that
they should be so placed in the most civilized
country of the ancient world, but which, at the
sume time was the stronghold of idelatry.

It we look at the condition of mankind at the
time: when DMoses entered on his legation, we
shall find that, thronghout the whole earth there
existed not-at that time one nation“or tribe—
probably not many individuals—svho knew and
adoved the Creator. Thescanty remains of prim-
itive knowledge, fuint gleams amid the general
gloom, were bidden by interested men, enveloped
in mysteries and disfigured by types. The few
who were initiated into these mysteries, held that
it was needful to practice on the weakness of the
multitude, and that it was dangerous to afford
the common people a kuewledge of truth ; and
so cifectually did they disguise and conceal it, that
in process of time even the initinted lost the key
to the types amd mummeries they had to pass
through, and were but one remove above the gen-
eral ignorance of the mob whom they deluded.
Thus the darkness of fulsehood overspread the
earth ; despotism and priesteraft were the twin
exerescences to whick that darkness gave Dbirth,
and by which it was fed. Temples were erected
to all the passions, discnses, fears, and evils to
which maukind are subject.  Suited to the char-
acter of these divinities was the worship offered
in their fanes.  Absurdity, impurity, and cruelty
contended for mastery in their rites. Beastly
intoxication was an act of adoration to ‘one, pub-
lic prostitution te another of these foul creations
of a deseased imagination. Human victims bled
upen their altars. The cries ot infants consumed
by a slow fire in the einbriices of a brazen image ;
of boys being whipped to death before the altar
of & female divinity, were held to be music grate-
ful to the ears of the gods; and all these horrors
emanated from Egypt, the pavent of civilization,
which also berame the parent of idolatry to the
surrounding nations. . The power of evil, of
fulsehoud, of superstition had reached its height s
and truth, which had sheltered within the house-
hold of Abraham, seemed to lose its last adberents,
swhen the descendints of Jazob, slaves in Egypt,
were made to _]om the foul rites of their masters,
" But mankind is not destined for ever to he the
victim of error.  In thie moval as in‘the physical
world, in religion, as in every other braunch of
knowledge, the triumplh of truth, though slow, is
sure; the downfall of error, though long delayed,
is viat the Jess certnin. ~ The Great Being who
called the universe into existence, and who wills
thie bappiness of all his ¢reatures, still pardons
their backslidings and deigns to extend His pro-
tection unto thein. At the very time when the
reign of darkness seemed most firmly establishéd,
the victory of light was miost sudden and cemplete,
Moses, the messenger of God, appeared. * ‘Lruth
and liberty’ were the potent words which he
‘Iroclaimed,  Before the power delegated unto
hiin, the 'loft.y fubrie, reared by superstition,
crumbled into duat., . Vain were the struggles of
despatism and the efforts of craft § "thie fivst,
“itep towards the iegeiierstion of- mxm]uud wns,
‘¢ffeéted in the libcration of Jsracl. A

Had the end end aim of Moses' mission been
only to free the descendants of Jacob from bond-
age, and to constitute them into a nation, that
might have been effected at onee, by a power
whom nething can resist. It was to raise the
standad of truth, which once unfurled, Is vever
to be lowered. Tt was to consolidate the opposi~
tion to ervor, an opposition which the uncessing
efforts of error, for upwards of thirty centuries,
huve not been able to overcome. Therefore it
was that gradually every hope the Egyptian
placed in the protection of his divinities was
made to fail him, as one after another, the most
potent of them bent in lowly submission at the
bidding of the man commissioned by God. As
animate and inanimate creation, the luminaries
of heaven and the beasts of the field were alike
worshipped by the Egyptians, so the supremacy
of the one true God was manifested over each of
them. And at the avnouncement of each new
wonder, Doses was directed te declave it was
done that men might know the Eternal, and
that his name might be proclaimed over all the
earth—and it was so proclaimed.  One, at Jeast,
among the nations of the earth had learned to
know the Lord,  They in whose behalf the first
great victory over evil and fraud had been achiev~
ed, were alsojthe first who, in the fulness of free-
dom and convietion, had proclaimed his suprem-
aey in the memoralle words, * This is my God
and T will praise Him ; the God of my father
and 1 will exnlt Ilim,e=The Lord shall reign for
ever and ever,” From the shoves of the Red Sea,
where they had beheld the power of the Creator
over the elehents, they were led on to Mount
Siuai, that there, as had Deen foreteld to them,
they might serve the Lord ; and become the wit-
nesses of his unity as they had been witnesses of
his power, his justice, and his mercy. Six hun-
dred thousand men, with thelr wivesand children.
heard the voice of the Lord proclaim, * I am the
Lod thy Gad, thou shalt have no other gods he-
fore me.”  Six hundred thousand men, with
their wives and children, heard and repeated the
divine precept, * Heav, O Israel ! the Lord our
God the Lord is one ' Thus a host of witnesses
was raised,whose evidence it kas never been pos-
sible to discredit ; and thus the purpese for which
Abrabam had been chosen, for which the Israela
ites had been delivered, for which the Jewish re-
ligion, taking its date from Mount Sinai, had
been instituted, was accomplished 3 for the unity
of God was made known to mankingd, and that
knowledge was preserved by memis which the
experience of thirty centuries has proved to be
efficient.  Aud as this was the chief parpese for
which the Jewish veligion was instituted, so for
that same purpose it still stands erect among the
many and conflicting systems of faith, which,
in that long interval, have arisen and fullen, and
those that still survive.
admitted the doctrine of - the unity of Gad, has
derived jts konwledge of that doctrine from the
inspired, vecords -of the  Jewish religion, und sup-
ports itself’ by their authority.  Whilst every
system which dees not admit this mest sacred
doctrine meets with a flat contradiction in those
records, the divine inspiration of which, admit-
ted by all believers in revelation, cannot be bet~
ter proved thau by the direct and pointed manner
in which they mect and refute every departure
from this truth, that may have been punmllgnted
by systems which did not come into existence til}
centuries after the sacred canon of the Old Tes-
tanment was closed, To the idolater these records
briefly but dcudn-dl) pointed out his fatal ervor.
(lsnhh xkiv. 8.) ¢ The mukers of images are
altogether mmty 5 their delectable divinities
avail them ot ;' a declaration again and again
repeated.
for the heavenly bodies, these vecords point out a
higher power, saying, * Raise your eyes on high
—who crented these? He fixes the numbery of
the stars, and has given names to them all.’
When men, unable to account for the origin of
evily asserted that the government of the world
was contested by twoe independent principles, the
one of light and good, the other of darkness anid .
evily the s.u.l'(,d records of our faith vindicated
the absolute unity of the first great Cause, and
deelared in the m\me of the Lord, (Ismnl) xiv. 1,)
1 form’ the Jight and erente darkness, I make
peace and cveate evil ; I the Lord do all these
things." When in after ages the doctrine ‘'was

propounded that divine Jll‘;ti(.c required a 'vic(ui- i

ous saerifice, a divine redeemer, who should re-
deem mankind by tuking upén lmnsulf'md l'e-
moving their sins, thvsc_ sacred records re]ected
the doctrine by dm,lm'm-r, (Isuiah xlii, 25,) ¢ 1,

even T, am He who blotteth out their transgies-.

sion because of ‘me, and thy sins ‘I will not re:
member.” And svhen the doctrine was propoundend .
that the deity is a:plurality of peisuns, proceed-.
ing one from another, those sacred records.met,
the assertion by the solemn . declaration, .;* Thus.
suith the Lord, the King of Israel, -and his re-
deemer, the Lord of hostq semT am the hrst and,
I am the last, and beside me tlm'u is o God.”
(Isninh xliv. 6.) Each attempt to st up an asso~
ciate to his supremacy, IToly Writ vejects with
the words of the Lord, ¢ I am God, there is 110,
ather l——my gloiy will T not “give fo another.” ’
And every, dénial of les dbsolute and mdwsthle
unity it ‘refutés in (he émphatic words ‘of dur
lL\t, £ IIem', O Israél ! the Lord our ‘God, the-
Lord is one!” " And, 9s'thus the religion | msolvea
itsolt into anc great truth, into “Wwhich all it -
cords’ may ‘be condénsed, 'we ‘ire warrarted
saying ‘thut the ehiéf pm pozu.lor which! ‘the Jew—
ish religion wis'instituted, Was Lo mlpnrt to man=
kind, in'thc’ fnllcsr, (,lem'o.st, and ' most . authentic
mmmer ‘the knowledge of ¢ thut grcatest uf lrutlu,

¢The Lord ouy God ls one. RN

Whichever of these has .

To thc Sabrean, who cluimed worship .

A




