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Wishing our readers A Happy New Yoar, it
seoms tho proper time aud place to show roasuns
why we shonld be happy, and, 1st, the thvught of
being spared throngh an.ther your .u which sv
many voung aad old have been vut off Ly death,
when properiy considered makes us happy. 2ud,
We wore created tn be the happy companivus of
God forever, and although sin had wade us the
miserable enemies of God, He so luved the world
that He gave ITis only bognrtten Sun, that whusvever
beliovoth on Him should not perish but have all the
happiness of evorlasting life. Iuw happy should
wo be to remembor that Ho so loved us. 3rd, A
thoughtful mention of the yoar 1890 kindles the
happiest emotions. It is 1890 years since God
sont His beloved Son into the world. That was
the yesr the wiso men followed the star of Bethlo-
hem till it stoud over where the young child was,
the yoar the angel brought to the shepherds glad
tidings of great joy for all people, and announced
the birth of Christ tho Y.ord, and was joined by a
multitude of the heavonly host in praieing Gud and
saying—

Glory to God in the highest,

Aud on earth peace and good will towards men.

What is more cheoring than the thoughtful mean-
tion of the year of our Lord1 How many are con-
tinually reading nund writing ‘ THE YEAR oF OUR
Lorp.” Without it wo can neither write nor read
an intelligent letter. Evory newspaper we take up
we firat read its date, Without it every note or
document is uscless. Wo meet it overywhere, and
it fills all the literature of civilization. How most
cheering to learn that our Lord was born, and tv
read the thme of His birth, and to have all poople
read it. God says by it to Satan and all his
followers ‘“ Hauds off.” *‘ Lot all pooplo hear of
the birth of Christ the Lord.”
of bud men to remove Anno Domini from the
literature of the world have signally failed, and all
nations now read the year of owr Lord. For this
we are glad.

As Disciples of Christ we see much in the ovents
of the past year to cheer us, both among ourselves
and others. Our very disappointments and trou-
bles are not among the least of our real blessings.
Paul spoke advisedly in saying, ‘‘ We glory ia
tribulations also, knowing that tribulation worketh
patienco, and patience experience, and experience
hope, and he e maketh not ushamed, because the
love of Gnd is shed abroad in our hearts by the

. Holy Spivit which is given us,” (Rom. v. 8, 4, 5.)
A heart without the love of God will not glory in
tribulation, bat will rather repine and chafe under
it, while those in nnion with Christ will rejoice to

" follow Him even through much tribulation,when He
is telling them that it is the certasin and only road
to heaven, and he has taken it Himsolf. Such a
course works a hope that '‘ maketh net agshamed.”
The past year has not been without its troubles,
It is cheering te witness the succoss that has at-
tended the preaching of the gospel, and also the
rezdiness of these who have been added to the
churchss to engago in active service. Many places
are calling for the gospel, ard somo are ‘‘studying
tv show themselves approved unto God—woi1kmen
noeding not to be ashamed ia rightly dividing the
word of truth. Others again manifest an interest
in theso and are roady to encourage and assist
them. For all these things we thank God and take
courage.

We were happy in past yoars to witness the
question of Christian union stirring the roligious
world, The subject is still intensifying, and more—

Thus all the efforts.

l a groat and ueedlvas canse of division 18 slowly but

surely boing discovered. It hus beon a long and
deeply sottled impression that inasmuch as all mon
cannot interpret cortain pacsages in the Bible ahke
that we are buund by God to receive and hold fast
the interpretations given by cortain meu 1n past
generattons in formulated crcods.  One denomina-
tion holds a creed iu sume respects the very oppu-
gite of the creod of another dunvwination, sv that
what one man believes tu be the truth of God his
neighbor ho'ds te be positivoly false. Men now begin
tn goo the utter impussibility of being umted while
each rne holds his creed, and that the tact of thewr
holding meetings tiguther vuo week 1n the year
will not be taken by thiuking men as Chnsuav
union

Tt is a distressing thought tv o mman that loves
the Saviour that he cannot luve anether man who
beara tho image of Christ su as to unite with him
in the worship of Him who has bought thom both
with His own blood. When he finds out that this
is provented by the crerd written by men before
He was bocn, men who had no more right to think
for him than they have to judyc him ou the last
day, it stirs him up to examine the croed and thiak
for himself. Much of this examination is now
going on by many great and good men, a.d no
year in the contury has been so temarkablo for this
as tho past year. It is hoped that the searching
work will go on until men clearly see that we will
be judged according to our belief wn what Jesus has
said and not our belief in what other men thought
Jesus meant. The creed which Jesus asked for
Peter confessed, and Jesus called it a rock against
which death would not prevail. He died confess-
ing it and confirmed it in His resurrection, and is
building His chureh upon it. It has in it the
power of God to save those who believe it with all
tho heart, and while it unites men to Jesus it
unites them through Him to each other. What
beliover in the Christ the son of the living God would
ever want this creed revised? Paul was not
ashamed in a Roman prison waiting for a martyr’s
death, “for he know wiox he had bolieved and
wag porsuaded that He was able to keep what he
had committed Lo Him against that day.” It is
cheering to sco men approaching the divine creed.

A great and important event occurs with the
close of 1889, tho change of South Amorica from
an Empire to s Ropublic. The fact that this has
been done as it were in a day, done quietly without
the loss of a man, and with the consent of the
Emperor, Dom Pedro, who had amicably and pros-
porously reigned for forty-seven years, may woll
take prominent rank among the wonders of ‘¢ God
in history.” Whatever difliculties may ariso be-
fore the new government is fully acknowledued by
other powers and is under calm successful head-

way, and however the ohange may affect the
politics of that and other nations, one thiug seams
clear, that is, that the cause of Christ will be favored
by it. The way will be materially opened for the
spread of the gospel. Tho oppressive union of
church and stato will be dissolved, and men will be
allowed to worship God according to their’ con-
scienco and sapport and spread what they bolieve
to by the religion of Christ without the opposition of
law or the restriction of government. Lot the
friends of Josus work and wait in faith and hope

and love.

FroyM the Sky-lark, published in Miltor, and
edited by N. W. Morton, we learn that Bro. Wil-
liam Murray spent Christmas with his brother
Howard, and that Bro. H. Murray goes .to West-
port for the Lord’s day.

Bro. E. A. CoLg, of the Third Church, Richmond,
Va., has been assisting Bro. H. Minnick in s meet-
ing at Norfolk, Va. The immediato resulta were
twenty five added to the chnrch. Bro. Cole in
reporling the meeting has this to say: ° Bro. Min-
nick is on indefatigable pastor and au earnest good
preacher.”  Yesg, and brother might 'have gaid
more, without any fear of being charged with
exaggoration,

Origimal Contribntions,

PARABLE OF THE TALENTS.

For the kingdom of heaven i3 as a an travolling into
a far country, who callsd his own servants and defivered
unto them his goods: and unte one heo gave five talents,
to another two, and to another, ones; to every man
necording to his wevesad ability, and straightway took his

journey. Matthew xxv, 14

From this parable of the talents wo may wnfer
(and it ie a fact) that cvery Chnstian hae a certan
amount of talents tu wule uso uf, and more, that he
is oxpocted te utilize thew. Now, let every pro-
fasanr take these questivus hume to himsel{: Am
I doing all in my puwer tu advance the causo of
Christ 7 Do Tiuake a proper and liberal use of the
talents given to mo by my Father in heavenl If
not, then what is the consequence? Christ has
said it : ““ Cast ye the unprofitablo servant unto
outer darkness, there shall be weeping and gnash-
ing of teeth.”

Ho slso said: ¢ Every branch in me that beareth
rot fruit He takoth away, and every brauch that
boareth fruit he purgeth it, that it may bring forth
more fruit.” Whiat a grand idea this 1, if. we
would only think on it and act accurdingly. God’s
promisas never fail, and these are, both of them,
pesitive promnises; one to those who cultivate their
talents—put them out atinterest and increase them
by so doing, and use them to the glory of God;
the other to thoso who keep their talent laid up in
a napkin, fe.rful of usi.g it lest it be lost, not
rolying on the promise of God, that with use it
shall grow and bring forth fruit; and who finally
are takon away from the True Vine; or like the
sced that fell on stony places, the ground not heing
cultivated, is taken away; and the unprofitable
servant is cast away from the presonce of God for-
over. Oh! how every Christian ghounld buckle on
the whole armur of God, and go forth in His vine-
yard and do his work with a whole heart, endea-
voring to save sinners from cternal death, striving
to poiut sinners to the Lamb of God who taketh
away the sins of the world, and in so doing become
strongthened themselves to battle against the
temptations of this present evil world; and when
done bearing the cross for Jesus here below, to
hear, from His own lips, the wolcome: *‘Well dene,
thou good and faithful servast; thou hast been
faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler
over many things; enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord.” The harvest truly isgreat and the laborers
few. Then, why is not overy profcusicg Christian
-a laborer in the vineyard of the Lord — a laborer
according to the talents given him 7  Almost every
Christian is a laborer to a certain extent, but this

J| ia the queation: ‘“Are they each laboring according

to their several ability?"” The Lord will render
to every man according as his work shall be, and
this ought to be sufficient inducement to slothful -
Chriatians to exert themselves more to go forth to
the work with a brave lieart, trusting in Him who
giveth the increase. But, says some one, ‘I have
no talents that can be turned to much account in
the acrvice of God; 1 can’t do anything worth
.white.” Ah! but you have talents, my friend!
Christ says that the Lord ‘¢ delivered to every man
according to his soveral ability ;” and it is only
according to the ability of the worker that he will be
Jjudged. The one with the two talents received the
same plandiv as did the one with five. And the
man to whom one was given would have heard the
-samo blessed words if he had made the most of it,
for what was it given to him if not to make use of?
Again, the Lord will help those who work for Him,
Hear what James says; ‘‘If any of you lack wisdom,
lot him ask of God that giveth-to all men liberally
aod upbraideth not, and it shall be given him,
No, God does not upbraid mon or women for their
woakness, but Ie strengthéns them with wisdom

for the work they have to do *‘if they ask in faith,”



