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are neglecting their studies and school; the mer- !
chants, that their clerks are unfitted for their dnily
duties; the. churches, that their weaker members
negléet the prayer-meeting and othor means of
grace.  In addition to the waste of time and nonoy .
and the probabilitics of catching cold aftev being
over hieatefi, what effect have they upon the moral
character? You can scarcely bring an argiunent
against the race course or the public dance hall,
but what can be applied with equal force to the
skating-rink. Some may not be willing to admit
this now, but the time is not far distant, when the
above statement will be, unquestioned. 1lere is a
comingling of persons of both sexcs and of all
arades and with purposes corresponding; here are
men and women too, struggling in the race 1o win
the promised prize; here is the shoutng, screaming,
yelling and waving of hats to cncourage those in
the race. and the undisguised betting as to the re-
sults. And, at times, the sports of the evening
close with (as one of our dailies tormed it) a grand
dance on the ice.  And yet in the face of all this
some professors ask ¢ where is the harm of attend-
ing the rinks!!?”

AN article or two have been witbheld from pub-
lication for the rcason that the name of their
authors are unknown-tous. Let it bo remembered
that no article can appear in the columns of Tne
CHRISTIAN unless accompanied with the author's
name and address. It need not appear in print, but
it must be forwarded to the Editors.

Wg are delighted to hear that Bro. Garrison is
growing in favor with the bretbren in Boston, and
that his cfforts are being crowned with success.
The brethren there and clsewherc have long since
realized that but little good. could be done in Bos-
ton while compelled to meet in hired hall; but we
understand that a building fund has been started
under favorable auspices and that possibly in the
near future we will have in Boston n meeting house
of our own.

Jux obituary notices reveal to us the sad intelli-
gence that Bro. Ossinger, onc of the clders
of the Church at Tiverton, has been called to
mourn over the loss of his beloved partner in life.
We sympathize with our brother in bis deep afilic-
tion, and would remind him of that blessed pro-
mise—All things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called according
to 1Iis purposes.

Bro. ¥. D. PoweR, of Washington, L. C., writes
to the Christian Stardard:—To-day, March 10th, I
baptized and received into the Vermont Avenue
Church the Rev. J. 11, EP Rey of Philadelphia. 1le
was for sixtcen years a clergyman of the Episcopal
Church. Ilc is a man of fine talents as a preacher
and a devoted disciple of Christ.

We have learned from & few of our subscribers
hat they have failed to receive regularly their
papers. Eoquiry at the oftice reveals the fact that
they have heen sent and must therefore have been
lost on the way. If any of our readers are desirous
of the missing numbers and will write us, we will
try and supply them,

Tue brethren and friends in Kempt have been
showing their appreciation of Bro. Murray’s labors
in their midst by giving him a donation. We are
pleased to hear this as it will greatly encourage him
in his labor of love.

——

Dunixe the past month we have received several
new subscribers, but we are anxiously waiting to
hear from several of our readers as to what they are
doing to aid us in raising the required number.

We lcarn that the revised version of the Old
Testament is already printed in Bogland, aud will
e issucd immediately after Easter.
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PossicLy we shall be able, in our next issue, to

announco {he place for holding our nest annual.

ORIGINAL  CONTRIBUTIONS.

A WONDERFUL LAAP.

ho one hundred and ninoteenth psalmn is a ve-
markable one, not only for its length (being the
longest chapter in the Riblo), but for other things
also. Lts great object is to show what a wonderful
and excellent Dook the Bible is. Among other
things it is compared to o lamp. ¢ Thy Word is a
lamp to my feet.” God has hung out thia blessed
lamp in a dark, dark sky, and its heavenly light
shines calmly down on multitudes of poor, weary
wandorers, who, without this welcomo light to guido
them, would be groping thoir way amidst all the
horrors of widnight gloom and davkness. The
Bible is & wondorful Iamp—more wonderful even
than the famous ono of which we read in the Ara-
bian story of Aladdin, which was said to possoss
the marvellous power of bringing to its possessor
whatover ho desired.  Even wero this true, it wonld
bo an unmitigated cvil, as ons of the worst things
which could happen to any of us would be the
ability to gratify our ovory wish, aud to got what-
over wo wanted, without any regard to proper and
legitimate exertion. The blessed thing about the
Bible is that it promises only those things that ave
really good for us ; and theso it not only promises,
but secures (0 4. Passing our many other oxcel-
lent points in this Jamp, we only stop now to notice
one ot two things about it,

It is wonderful for the safesy which it af-
fords. Persons who gointo coal ines avo, exposed
to many dangers, Ono of the chief of these urises
from u peculiar kind of gas which is somotitnes
found there, and which explodes tho very moment
it comes in contact with the flame of a lamp or
candle. Many lives havo been lost in this way.
Sir Humphrey Davy conferred & great boon on
mankind by his invention of a safety-lamp, which
greatly lessened the dangers of coal mining and
gaved many valuable Jives, Now, this world isliko
a great coal ming, and all its inhabitants are liko
miners. Tho sins that abound here are like tho
dangerous gases found in the mines, and when they
come in contact with our evil passions, violent ex-
plosions are produced. We need o safety-lamp to
show us whero tho dangers lie and topoiat out how
wo may escape from them. The Word ™ iy the
lamp which our heavenly Father has given us for
this very purpose. If we carry it with us as we
move about in this vast mine, and use it properly,
it will afford us entive safety. It will warn us
when danger is at hand, and help us to escapo it.
Those who uso this lamp rightly ave said to beo
¢ ander the shadow of God’s wings,” and *in the
hollow of his hand.” What a position of safety is
this! 'This was the position which David occupied
when he said, ¢ Tho Lord is my lght and my salva-
tion ; whom then shall I fear? " He knew thatan
cye which never slumbers was watching over him,
and that an arm which nover wearies was out-
stretched for his defence.  And this is as true of
us as it was of David, provided wo are walking by
the light of this wonderful lamp. )

As Tur CuuistiaY is published under the
auspices of tho Mission Board, it might not be
amiss to add that those who have experienced the
benefits arising from a proper use-of this wonderful
lamp, should interest themselves in tho work of
making its good qualities known to those avound
them. Many around you, fer whom Christ died,
are ¢ walking m the shudow of death.” They arg
unconscious of their deadly peril. “They necd to
bo aroused to a sense of their danger. Tlhey need
to bo shown the pitfalls that he in their path.
They need to have tho light of God’s wonderful
Jamp shed along their pathway, that they may
cscapo tho snares of the fowler. May God give to
tho readors of this paper, graco, to mako a right ugo

of this lamp themsolves, and to do all thoy can to

mako it known to others. “ While yo have the

light, walk in the light, lest darkuess come upon

yon.” W, H, E.
Montreal, March, 1855,

“ DID PAUL MAKE A MISTAKE?

Dian Eprrons.—In Tne Crnistiax for March
there appears an interesting article from Bro, R.W.
Stevenson on the above subject, and, though I do
not feel *“ more competent” to investigate thie mat-
ter, still, with your permission, I will offer a few
thoughts, not in the spirit of controversy, but by the
way of inquiry.

Was tho action of Paul in taking upon him the
Nazarite vow o misinke?  Bro. Stevenson has
reached the conclugion * that the Apostle unwit-
tingly made a mistake.” I confess I am not ready
to accept this, without more light. I have given the
question some considerntion sinee it appeared in our
Sunday-school lesson, aud have thought that in-
stead of o mistake being made, the Apostle had
acted wisely and in this action has given us aill o
beautiful lesson.

1 wii! note some of my rcasons for thinking hie
acted wisely. What hio did on this oceasion was
done at the instance of the clders of the church at
Jerusalem, with James at their head. They were
on the spot, were well acquainted with all the cir
cumstances, and were certainly competent o judge
of the wisdom of such & course. To conclude that
Paul's action was a mistake is to condemn the com-
bined wisdom of the church at Jerusalem, and the
areat Apostle of the Gentiles. This is rather too
much for.my credulity. Again, it is thought that
in taking this vow Paul acted contrary to dhis
teaching; having taught that the law was donc
away. But will the circumstance justify this con-
clusion? I do not so read Paul’s teaching. He
certainly had taught that salvation was not by the
law, but by the gospel. But does this mean that o
Jewish Christinn should not have the privilege of
keeping certain customs of the law if he desired to
doso? Was it a “streak of inconsistency” in Paul
to “ hinsten if it were possible for him to be at Jeru-
salem the day of Pentecost?”  Acts, xx: 16, Was it
nof just as consistent to take a vow according to the
Jaw, as to attend a feast sccording to the same law?
Or must we conclude that Paul, and James, and the
elders at Jerusalem were blundering all along in
this matter?

The question raised at the Council held at Jeru-
satei, as recorded in Acts xv, was not whether the
Jewish Christian should cease to keep the law, but
whether they should bind it on the Gentiles who
had turned to God.  The decision of this council,
as advised by James, the same who advised Paul
in the matter under consideration, was that the
Gentiles should be free in this matter. And with
this the teaching of Paul agrees when he says: In
Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth anythiag,
por uncircumeision; but faith that works by
love.” Gal v:6. IIence Paul was free to circumcisce
Timotly if he would, or to attend a Jewish feast,
or even to take the Nazarite vow, so long as he was
not looking to such things for his salvation, nor
seeking to bind them upon any man. It waspurely
o matter of expediency by which he aimed t0 cone
ciliate his bretliren to whom his teaching had been
misrepresented. But did it have the “desired cffect”
or was it a failure? ‘

To decide this question we must try andlcarn the
object they had in view. If it was to conciliate the
unbelieving Jews, then it was o failure.  But was
this the object? From Acts xxi: 20, we learn that it
it was the Jews “which belicve” in whose interest
{his vow was taken. And is there any cvidence thet
it did not have the “desired effect” onthem ? Was
it the brethren in Jerusalem who stirred up the pro-
ple against Puul?  Is there any evidence that they
took any part in the riot that followed? For the
credit of the Christians in Jerusalem I should bopo
not. On reading the history of the casc we find
that Paul had beca in Jerusalem a week, nearly the



