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@ut Houng Lolks,

Littie Ocean Travellers.

“Qome here s moment,” said Inspector
Eichler of Castlo Garden to a New York re-
yorter secently.

Tho reporter followed, and Mr. Eichler
held up a little German boy about two years

old.

“This.is.the youngest chap I have ever
scoen who came across alone. It is a com.
mou thing for parents to come to this coun.
try and go YWeat, and thean, after they make
a {ittle home for thcmaelves, to send home
for their children, There was & German
and his wife who came over about five years
8go. A friend of mine in Europe told them
to find me, and I would set them right.
Well, waan they came hero they told me
they had left three little children Lehind
with their grandparents, and wanted to
know if I would look out for them on their
arrival. I promised. A year later, alittle
fellow about five years old came up to we,
gavo me his name, and said his parents had
told him to look out for mue,

4« *\Vhere are your brothers? I askod.

Ay father could not affczd to seed for
us al at once, 80 we will come one by ons.’

“Two years and a helf after the arrival of
tho parents tho whole {amily we s tnited,
and it scomed strauge to me to see thess
little fellows going alone a0 confidingly to
meet their father.  The father is ncwmayor
of one of our Western towns.”

“YWhat is the avcrage age of the little
ones who come alouo ?’

“Well, about six years, although we havo
quite a number coming here alone who are
bLetween threo and four, but this little fel.
low"—rcferring to the boy he firat drew the
reporter’s attention to—*‘is the youngest 1
have everscen. It would be better for the
children to come unaccompanied, for the
€ea companies aro tender-hearted. When
trey find children on board they take them
into their own cabins, and give them the
best to cat and drink, A carly-headed lit-
tle girl camo from Sweden, and she had one
of those little flutes which sho used to play
02 board for the amusement of the Fman
gers.  There happened to be a lot of opera
siogers on , and the child amused
thewn so much that they gave a concert for
Ler benefit the night before they arrived
l}::re, and the litt}e gu-ll‘ fogrné hes:elf etl.lw

¥ posuessor of one bun and twelve
do{;gn. '

“\What class of peoplo geacrally allow
their children to come alone ?”
“I:he German, Jrish, and Eoglish gener-

ally.”

'i’he littlo fellow, whem the inspector had
been holding by tho hand during this col-
logquy, now began to cry for his dgnner, and
the kind-hearted man started for a restaur-
ant.

Spiders.

1t is no nocommon thing to meet witk in.
atances of animal sagacity which go to show
that animals are posscased of & 30tt of rea-
soning capacity which is greater than mere
instioet. In a recent publication there is
cited an instaoce of this kind, A amall
spider bad beca placed in the centre of a
large spider’s web some four feet alove the
ground, The largo spider rushed from its
hiding place under a Ieaf to attack the in.
truder, which ran up one of tho ascexding
;ix‘zga by which tte web was secured o the
dliage. N

The big insect gained rapidly upon the
little one ; but the fugitive 3‘.. eqnflo:otbc
emergency, for whea barely an inch ahead
of the other it cut with one of Its hind legs
the lino behind itself, thus securing its own
oacapo, the ferocious puraner falling to the
ground. The writersays: *It is pot the
habit of rpiders to cut the slenders thread
below them when they are ascending to
avoid threatened davger. Asarule s‘;fém
do not vun from danger unless there is a
kole close at hand—and a holetbatis known
to be unoccupled.” Frem whick it wonld
scem that this Jittle creature’s action waa
the reanlt of some kind of reasoniog. Io.
atinct led it to run away, but it must have
been :om:thinq more than jnatinct that led
it to acver the hinc avd cut of pureais. The
1amo writer sy that apiders are cannibals,
and that they are naturally pugoacious; bat
they do not fight for the aamsfaction of cat-
ing one another, If two spiders ght there

is generally good reason for the atiack andied

for the vigorous defense that follows,
“Itis not penerally known that sfter a

certain time spiders become incapablo of
spinning a web {rom lack of material, Tho
glutinous otcretion the slender threads are
spun from s not inoxhaustible, therolore
splders cannot keop on conatrnoting new
snares when the old onga sre destroyed.
But they can avail themsclvz~ of tho web.
Erodnoln powers of their younger neigh.

014, m‘& this they do without scruple.
When a spider's web-oonstyuoting material
has beoome exhausted and its laat web has
been destroyed, it setsout in search of an.
other home ; and unleas it should chanca to
find one that is tenantless, a battlo usuaily
ensues which cads only with the retreat or
death of the invader or defonder.”

History of the Alphabet.

How many of the millions that daily use
the alphabst ever atop to think of its origin
and long history? Jsaao Taylor has recent-
ly written and published, in London, two
stont volumes under the title “The Alpha-
bet, an Account of the Origin aud Develop-
wment of Yetters.” By careful study of the
learncd eassys and scientifio investigations
of the latest pbilologiau. Taylor bas sol
forth in language within easy comprehen-
sion the origin of tbe alphabet, showing
that our own *‘Roman” letters may be fol-
lowed back to their very beginuning, some
twenty or more centuries ago, 88 he asserts.
We have po better Jetters, according to the
acoount, than those of the fifteenth century.
These were imitated from the beautiful
manuscripts ¢f the tenth and eloventh cen.
turies, the lettering of these being derived
from the Romapo of the Angustan age. Tho
Roman letters, in turn, are traced to thoao
employed at Roms in the third century
B. C., and these do not differ greatly from
forms used in the earlicat cxisting speci-
mens of Latin writing, dating from the fifth
century B. C. This primitive alphabet of
Rome was derived from a local form of the
Greek alphabet, in use about the aixth cen.
tury B. C., and that was a varicty of the
u:ﬁut Greek alphabet belonging to the
cighth, oruven the ninth century B.C. The
Groeks got their letters from the Phooni-
cians, and toeirs are clearly traceablo in the
most apsient-kzzwp form of the Semitic,
The moct ancient of beoks. & papyrus found
at Thebea, and now preserved in the French
National Library, supplies ths carliest forma
of the letters used in the Semitic alphabet.
The Stone Tables of the Law could have
been possible to the Jews cnly becauso of
their jon of an alphabet, and thus the
Bible and wodern philelogical scicenco unite
in ascribing » common origin to the alpha-
bet which is in daily uvee throughout the
world. The nincteenth centary B, C, ia
held by Taylor to be the approximate date
of the origin of alphabetic writing, and from
that time it grow by alow d?rul, while
from Egypt, the homo of the Jews during
their long captirity, the knowledge of the
alphabet was carried in all directions where
alpbabets are now found. The ans are
thooght to bave been the first to Lring the
Pﬁmﬁvo alphabet to perfection, and each

etter and each sound may be traced. by
Taylor's careful analysis, through all thoe
changes that have marked the growth, pro-
gress, and, in some instances, the decay of
different letters of various alphabefs. 1t i
an interesting fact that the oldest known
YA B C" o existence isa child's alFbxbet,
scaatched on alittle ink bottle ot black
ware, found in cne of the oldest Groek set-
tlements in Italy, atiribnted to the fifth
ceatury B. C.  From the common mother
of many alphabets, the Phaaician, are de.
mdeg the Greek and other Enropean syu.
tems on the onoe side, including that which
wo use and have the greatest intereat inj;

and on the other, the slphabets of Asia, { ST

Irom Which have sprung tiose of tho Eat,
Syriac, Aradic, and Hebrew.—Philadclphia
Zedger.,

VPresident Arthur isfifty four yoars old
weighs two hundred aad thirty pounds, and
inaix foet tall,

The Rev. Dr. John Ball, of New Yok, is
aid to reoaave $20,000 a year salaty, bes
sldes a hoose rent free and $3,000 for a woek-
ly arzicle from Robert Booner.

A gentleman who cbesrved Johanio care-
{nlly taking the census of a compony assem.
bled in the pazlor awaiting a call to supper
ingunirod: **What is tho matter Johonie!”
*\Vhy," returned the urchin, with a troabl.
air, “here’s nice of us, counting me, and

wamma has_gone and cat the two pies into
QUATHTS, and that only makes sight pieces.”

Escaped frem El Obeld.

An sye-witness of the defeat of Hicks
Pasha who has eacaped from El Obeid gives
the fcllowing account of the great dicaster,
thomost complete hitherto obtained : *'Qa
leaving Daem for Obvid we came acroas the
rebels, and had several skirmishea with
them, Our losses wero confined to a
fow Bashi-Bazouks and Soudaness irregu.
lars. Oa arriving at Rabad, where we found
o lake, wo tovk a supply of water, and
aftorward marched on to Alouba. There we
spent thonight,  Wo had met numerous de-
tachmeuts of robels ou the road, but we
cazily put them to flight, Tho next dxy
we oontinued ouc marsh, taking
with us tho necestary quantity of water,
e teuk threo hours to cross the forest, We
wecre subsequently surprised by a strong
torca of the enomy, our advancs was
checkod, and the square was formed, We
fought the whole day long, and finally com.
pelled tho robels to retreat. e spent the
night on the sceno of action.

*“The f{ollowing day wo set out
again., Oar supply of water was 3002 ex-
hausted, The enemy sarrounded us in
large numbers, and after several engsge-
ments, with heuvy loszes on both sides, the
rcbels weng defented, and we again remain-.
ed tho night on the acens of the day's figh
ing.

“On the following day the army
marched on Kashgil, and, after we had been
four hours on the road, the encmy attacked
us with & terrible fasillade. We suffered
badly from thirst, but nevertheless kept our
groand the wholo day., Next day, the
fighting having ceased, we advanced to-
ward the wells.  About half an hoar after
wo had started, the rebols, who were hid.
den in the forest, surrounded the anny on
all sides and opened fire, We made a live-
1y reply, but toward midday therebels made
a genoral charge, and the Egyptian army
was annibilated, with the exception of two
hundred Egyptian soldiers and a few ne-
gro servants, who were only wounded.
Abd-el-Rhaman, a merchant of Khartoum,
wau recoguized by his relatives who saved
him, Ho was wounded in the oye, He is
now at Obeid, where he is known as Sheik
Abd.cl-Rbaman. Ho bas been appointed
chief of a detachment. 1 was picked ap
wounded and sent to Birkeh, There I found
tho mehdi and remained a fortaight, The
mehdi then left for Obeid, with all hix fol-
lowers. They took me with them, and I
stayed at Obeid until I fcund means of es.
caping with several merchants. I cameat
once to Khartoum. The prisoners at Obeid
cnjoy cortain frecedom, but may not leave
thetown. Thoy would be shot if they tried
to got away. The merchants I came with
Tomained at Ratine,”

Tho same individ:al atated, in the course
of conversation, that the mehdi hag sent an
cxpedition to Darfar. He met on his waya
number of Bedouins nmarching with their
baoners on Kordofan. He says the mehdi
has numerous Bedouin followers, belonging
to all tho different tribes,

The Vanity of Pedigrees.

I have zeldom read anything more utterly
ailly than the lettery which have recently
appesaesd in weveral journals, in which it is
announotd, as *'a gress fact,” that this sad
that distingoished person can claim a royal
deacent. ‘Thomerest tyroin genealogissknows
that thero is no aort of special credit in a
descens *“ from tho Plan ¢ts.” Youhave
only to bﬁna your candidato into a toler-
ablo **strain” of blood 2n0d yon :‘_r:‘&m\
fectly c:ruintoarryhimﬁgtom I,
Edward III., or Heary I15., who are the
eat fountains of honor. The ¢‘descend-
auts of the Plavtagensta” are numbered by
hundreds of thozsands, and people who pre-
teud that sucha pedigres is something tc be
proud of ave cither quacks or idiots. A late
aexton At 3 {ashionabla West end church
traced his dosoent to Edward 111, while &
small batcher in & conntry town could ahow
a pedigreo from Elward of Woodstock, aon
of Elward L; and a'%oll-keeper in the same
neighborhood traced from Thomas, dcke of
Glonoester.  Tho laat of thegreat Northam-
berland family of tho Umirevilles, of Prud-
hoe kept a small chandler’ shop at Newtle,
and the lincal desoendant of tho OWNedlly,
kings ol Ircland, wazs a ooffin-maker
in Dublin,

Theore is quite & crazo just now for fantas-
tical puerilitica of this deacription. Pecplo
who pretend $o marvelous pedigrees ahould
Temember the atory of tho French duke of
Lavis, who used t0 show aa old paintisg

which reprezented ono of his ancostors, &
pringe of Judah, bowing to tha Virgin Mary,
who says: * Couvrez-vous, mon counain,”
The famly of Ceo sscared a not less -
absurd picture, which showed Woah unter.
ing the ark, and exclaiming, **Sauvez lca
papiers de 1a maisoa do Groy 1

NOT{PARTED BY DEATI®

A Soens at tho Wreolg of the “ Colambus,

Among tho confused masa who were strug.
gling and screaming wero noticed a middle-
sged man and his wife, Thoir conduct was
iu marked contrast with that of the other
passengors. Tho panic which had acized
the othors was not shaved by them, Lut
their blanched faces te1d that thoy realized
tho peril which surrounded them. The
ouly movement of muscles or nerves was
that produced by tbo chilling atmosphere,
They stood close toiother, thoir bands
clasped in cack otber, as if about to com.
mit suicide together, and thus fulfil the
marital vg 1 0f standing by cach other m
the varying Lide of lifo's fortuues and mis-
fortuncs. As tbe wreck carcencd with the
gale from one sido to tho other, aud whilo
the spray and waves were dronching them
at every moment, tho hwband turned and
imprinted a ks upon tho companion of his
life, and while thus embraced a heavy aea
Lroke over the wreck aud both were washed
away and not seen afterward, Mr, Cook
says the scenc was one which will remain
indelibly impressad upon his wemery until
his dying day.

Tho Editor’s Trousers.

An editor in Chicago recently ordered a
pair of trousera from tho tailor. Oa trying
them on they proved to bo coveral inches
too long. It being late on Saturday night,
the tailor's shop was closed, and the cd&uor
took the tronsers to his wifo and asked hor
to cut them off and hem them over. The
good lady, whose dinner had, perhaps, dis.

with her, brusquely rcfused. The
same result followed an application to the
wife's aister and tho cldest davghter, Bat
before bedtime the wife, relonting, took the
}»nu and, cutting off six inches from tho
cge, henmed them up nicoly and restorod
them to the closct. Malf on hour later ker
daughter, taken with compauction for the
unfilial conduct, took the trousers and, cut-
ting off six inchcs, hemmed and replacep
them., Finally, the zister.in-law felt the
pangs of conscience, and she too performed
an additional surgical operation on tho gar-
ment.  When the editor appearod at
breakiast on Sanday the family thought a
Higbland chieftan bad arrived. — The
Century.
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£ Don't fail to read tho Publisher’s
announcements on pago 22 regarding
Competition No. 4. Got your friendsin-
tercsted, and so help them and Trurir at
the gamo timo. Road tho list of succoss-
ful competitors.

Y0RONT0 WINDOW SHADE (O,

2Manufacturers of and doalers in Puala end
Deocorate

OIL-FINISH CLOTH SHADES

And Spriag Rellers for Pwelllngs, Etc.,
No. £713 Queen St., West, Toronto, Ont.

RODGER, MAGLAY & (0.5

*Lily White ” Floating Soap,
“ English Mottled,”
* Perfection,”
“Palace,” and
. “Queen's Own”

SICIAIPIS

For Purity, Durndility, and Price stand
¢ T B AvivAlied,

Ask your Groces for thom and tako no other,
Ono trial wlll aufMco to provo the economy of
usiag a pure ardo.a.

RODCER, MAGLAY & CO.,

Caanda Seap and 012 Works, Tevents,



